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rowing up in Chattanooga, Tenn., my brothers and I learned young to
work hard. It was a lesson taught to us by our father, who had come
to the United States, alone, as a teenager. He wanted our lives to be better and
easier than his had been; he wanted to give us the education and opportunities
that he had missed. We always knew, when he came home at 8 o’clock in
the morning after working a night shift at the paper mill, that he was doing it
for us.
Looking back, through the prism of many years, I see in my father’s hard
work not only an expression of his love for us, but the universal desire of each
generation to care for and lift up the next. And looking back at this year of
service in Rotary, I see that desire reflected in each of us who have chosen to be
part of this great organization. It is natural for parents to want to make things
better for their children. Through Rotary, we can do so much more: We can
make things better, not only for our own children, but for all children. We have
the opportunity to care for and lift up those who need us the most – whether
they are in our own community or on the other side of the world.
As Judy and I have traveled the world for Rotary over the last two years, we’ve
been reminded, again and again, of what motivates us in Rotary: the simple
desire to be of assistance, to give a helping hand to those who need it. Whether
it means building a blood bank in Uganda, delivering an X-ray machine to a
village in Guatemala, or taking care of refugees in Lebanon, Rotarians are doing
what is needed most for the people who are most in need. They’re working hard
for the communities they care about, helping the people of those communities
lead better lives.
To me, that is the essence of Rotary: that desire to be of assistance, that
willingness to work for the good of others. In Rotary, when someone needs help
and you can give that help, you don’t walk away. You don’t turn your back. You
say, I’m here for you. I’ll do whatever I can. And I know that whatever I do, I’m
not doing it alone – I’m doing it with Rotary Serving Humanity.

ON THE WEB
Speeches and news from
RI President John F. Germ at
www.rotary.org/office-president

J O H N F. G E R M
President, Rotary International
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letters
plish great things when we
work together.
Norman R. Malmberg
Greenview, Calif.

Worthy women

Small but mighty
I read with great interest RI President John
F. Germ’s message [March] on women in
Rotary and in particular the experiences of
the club in Duarte, Calif. I come from a
small club in Fort Jones, Calif., that applied
for a charter in 1987. Our club had three
women on the membership
roster at the time and was
told to remove their names
before receiving our charter.
We declined and, like the
Duarte club, elected to meet
separately from Rotary.
In 1989, when Rotary
ended its status as a menonly organization, we again
applied for a charter and
were promptly granted one,
backdated to 27 August
1987. We now have 10
women and nine men in our
club. We have taken on many
significant projects, and
many of the women in our
club are the movers and
shakers who lead and get
things done.

6
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I joined Rotary in 1997.
As a retired captain in the
U.S. Navy, I felt drawn to
World Community Service
(WCS) because of my
international experiences.
Over the past 18 years, our
small club has participated in
at least 36 WCS projects as
a sponsor club and over 20
projects as a co-sponsor club.
Our club also participates in
many local service projects.
We are very proud that we
were able to take our
contributions to a substantially higher level through
district and Foundation
grants. We always say you
should never underestimate
small clubs. We can accom-

I was surprised to read the
message from President John
F. Germ in the March issue. It
was wonderful to acknowledge Rotary’s debt of
gratitude to the Rotary Club
of Duarte, Calif., which
pushed back on the men-only
rule and admitted three
women members in 1977.
This resulted in the termination of the club’s charter. We,
however, should not forget
other debts of gratitude not
included in this message,
most importantly to the
U.S. Supreme Court ruling
in 1987 that forced a policy
change admitting women to
Rotary in the United States.
It’s also important to acknowledge earlier efforts,
such as that of the Rotary
club in Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) that asked permission
to admit women in 1964, at
which time delegates to the
Council on Legislation voted
that this request be withdrawn. (Read about the
history of women in Rotary
at www.rotary.org/en
/history-women-rotary.)
I was disheartened,
however, to read that our
Rotary president believes
that “at the club level, we
need men and women of
all backgrounds, ages,
cultures, and professions;
internationally, we need clubs
in every city, country, and
region of the world.” Why is
that disheartening? Why is it

only at the club level that we
need men and women of all
backgrounds, ages, cultures,
and professions? Why is this
not a priority at all levels of
Rotary, including our senior
leadership? One look at the
photos of the RI directors
and the Trustees of The
Rotary Foundation shows
that we have miles
to go.
I’m hopeful that Rotary
leadership will work hard to
truly demonstrate that
diversity is strength not only
at the club level, but at all
levels of our organization.
Adrienne Simmons
Ashland, Ore.

Leading ladies
I just read the letter to
Rotarians from President
John F. Germ in the March
issue where he speaks of the
progress of having 240,000
women in Rotary.
I find it very sad that
progress is not reflected in
RI’s senior leadership
positions held by women. Of
the 20 general officers of RI,
just three are women and no
woman has ever been
president. Female representation among the Foundation
Trustees is even worse.
The message this sends
to Rotarians and women
worldwide is that women are
being tolerated but not
recognized for their talents
at the head table.
John Carkner
New Maryland, N.B.

Atlanta for all
The letter in the March
issue, “A Stone Unturned,”
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letters
was interesting. The writer
says, “Unfortunately, for
many in this country, the
issues of the Civil War are
not yet behind us.” I sense
that he is implying that
Atlanta might be a poor
choice as a site for this year’s
International Convention.
Today, Atlanta is a
world-class commercial,
social, and cultural city with
opportunities for people of
all backgrounds and walks
of life. It is also the former
home of one of the greatest
American civil rights leaders
of all – the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. His Ebenezer Baptist Church and the
Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site
draw thousands of visitors
each year.
We must never forget the
past, but as Rotarians, we
must keep looking forward
in our worldwide effort to
put service above self.
Jerry Blacklaw
Fairhope, Ala.

Membership matters
I’m an 87-year-old who has
continued to send in my
membership dues even
though I no longer attend
our club’s meetings or take
part in its activities.
My reason for doing that
is that paying my membership continues to help our
club and Rotary, even if only
a little bit.
I suggest that Rotarians
who resign “because of work
pressures” should continue
to pay their membership
fees if they’re committed to
Rotary’s mission. They

would still be helping
their club.
Jerry Shimoda
Honolulu, Hawaii

The fellowship network
Thank you for the excellent
interview with incoming RI
President Ian H.S. Riseley
[March]. I think his comments on the four elements of
Rotary were right on target.
Rotarians should know
that RI recently took concrete
steps to support business
development as a key element
of Rotary. Three years ago,
the Rotary Means Business
Fellowship (RMB) was
approved. The RMB Fellowship supports the success of
Rotarians by encouraging
members to do business with
fellow Rotarians and to refer
others to Rotarians.
The RMB Fellowship is
one of the fastest-growing
fellowships, with over 500
members and 38 local
chapters on every continent
except Antarctica.
Today’s busy young men
and women are looking to join
organizations that can serve
their lifestyle and success on
multiple fronts. Business
development is just one factor,
but it is a very important issue
to some prospective members.
Many clubs and districts
successfully use their RMB
Fellowship chapters as
member recruitment and
retention tools.
We invite you to visit our
booth in the House of Friendship in Atlanta and learn more
about this exciting initiative.
Mark Burchill
Santa Rosa, Calif.

Birders tweet
What a delight to open the
March issue of The Rotarian
and find Tony Fitzpatrick’s
stunning art featuring
birds and the article “Rare
Birds”! As a passionate
birder in the foothills of
the Sierra Nevada, I was
delighted. Trust me – I
probably drive my fellow
Rotarians crazy with all my
updates and news flashes
regarding the avian world!
What a fine article – I
had no idea there was an
International Fellowship of
Birdwatching Rotarians.
And the article “Watershed Moment” is a poignant
example of how conserving
our environment protects
both birds and humans.
Birds are an indicator

Karen White
Oakhurst, Calif.
The editors welcome comments on
items published in the magazine but
reserve the right to edit for style and
length. Published letters do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
editors or Rotary International
leadership, nor do the editors take
responsibility for errors of fact that
may be expressed by the writers.

Follow us to get updates, share stories with your networks,
and tell us what you think.
The Rotarian, One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 USA
WEBSITE therotarian.com
EMAIL yourletters@rotary.org

J U N E
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species, often signaling a
problem when there is still
time to act. The current
climate of loosening regulations involving protection of
the environment concerns
me deeply.
And just a minor point:
Those of us obsessed with
chasing, seeing, hearing,
photographing, and feeding
our feathered friends refer to
ourselves as “birders” and the
sport as “birding.”

twitter.com/therotarian
facebook.com/therotarianmagazine
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editor’s note
SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Rotary changes the way we view things, what grabs
our attention, what suddenly seems more important.
Sometimes this Rotary outlook is hard to describe in
words; a photograph often does a better job of convey-

The Object of Rotary
THE OBJECT of Rotary is to encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

ing it. The projects, the fellowship, the connections that
Rotary fosters inevitably come into the pictures we take.
The Rotarian magazine’s photo contest, which started

FIRST The development of acquaintance
as an opportunity for service;

in 1928, allows us to connect with the world through

SECOND High ethical standards in business and
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

countries. (Incidentally, we noticed there were far more vertical than horizontal

THIRD The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

of National Geographic in 1985 im-

the eyes of our members. This year we received submissions from more than 50

FOURTH The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through
a world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service

our contest this year. In “Steve McCurry Brings the World into Focus,” he explains the importance of
seizing the moment and being alert

your empathy, or the way you see something special or unique in a person. It’s a
combination of craft, psychology, and perception of human behavior.” He turned
that empathetic perspective on our photo contest, and he explains the rationale
behind his choices in “Focus on Our Contest Winners.”

The following code of conduct has been adopted for
the use of Rotarians:

In this issue, we also give you the story behind a video you’ll see at the Rotary
International Convention in Atlanta that celebrates Rotarians as people of action.
In “Critical Care,” we peek into a neonatal intensive care unit in rural Brazil that
gives newborns suffering from health crises a chance to thrive. As the story explains,

AS A ROTARIAN, I will
1) Act with integrity and high ethical standards
in my personal and professional life
2) Deal fairly with others and treat them and their
occupations with respect
3) Use my professional skills through Rotary to:
mentor young people, help those with special
needs, and improve people’s quality of life in
my community and in the world
4) Avoid behavior that reflects adversely
on Rotary or other Rotarians

jun17-editors note1indd.indd 4

mediately became iconic, judged

the world and to the people in it. He describes it this way: “You just come with

Rotarian Code of Conduct
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“ It’s a combination

to the photographic possibilities of

OF THE THINGS we think, say, or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

T H E

Steve McCurry, the photographer whose image of an Afghan girl on the cover

of craft, psychology,
and perception of
human behavior.”

The Four-Way Test

8

shots, and we suspect that is a direct result of smartphone photography.)

J U N E

Rotary clubs on two continents have capitalized on an existing connection to
improve a community’s quality of life.
In fact, this entire issue is about connections – between photographer and
subject, between image and viewer, between the Rotarians we feature and the
Rotarians who read their stories in our pages.

JOHN REZEK
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“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don, January 2016

How can a hearing aid be every bit
as good as one that sells for $4,000
or more, yet costs 90% less?
The answer:
Although tremendous strides have been
made in Advanced Hearing Aid
Technology, those cost reductions have
not been passed on to you. Until now...
The MDHearingAid AIR® uses the
same kind of Advanced Digital
Hearing Aid Technology incorporated
into hearing aids that cost thousands
more at a small fraction of the price.
Over 75,000 satisfied AIR customers
agree: High quality FDA registered
hearing aids don’t have to cost a
fortune.
The fact is, you don’t need to spend
thousands for a medical-grade digital
hearing aid. MDHearingAid AIR® gives
you a sophisticated high-performance
hearing aid that works right out of
the box with no time-consuming
“adjustment” appointments. You can
contact a hearing specialist conveniently
online or by phone—even after sale at
no cost. No other company provides
such extensive support.
Now that you know... why pay more?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to
try this nearly invisible hearing aid with no
annoying whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely satisfied,
simply return it within that time period for a

100% refund of your purchase price.

For the Lowest Price Call

800-514-8356
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Use Code
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up front

Lessons for
a new life

ABBIE TRAYLER-SMITH

ALISON SUTHERLAND
Rotary Club of Cardiff Bay, Wales
If I report a crime, can the police
officer deport me? When I get a
cold, should I go to the hospital?
Is it all right to spit in the street?
For many refugees in a new country,
the answers to those and many
other questions aren’t obvious.
That’s why Alison Sutherland has
been helping asylum seekers learn
the customs of their new nation.
“We want to set them up for
integration rather than isolation,”
Sutherland says. Wales is home
to several thousand displaced
people from Eritrea, Libya, Syria,
Iraq, Iran, Uganda, and other
countries. Upon seeking asylum,
they must wait as long as a year
for a hearing to determine if they
qualify for official refugee status.
Life during that time is extremely
frustrating for them, Sutherland
says: “They’re not allowed to work.
Meanwhile, of course, they are
very afraid. Their journeys have
been horrendous.” Sutherland,
assisted by two members of the
City of Cardiff Rotaract Club,
regularly meets with asylum
seekers to discuss topics such as
the role of women in Welsh
society, the justice system, and
local customs. “Some of them
have started volunteering with
Rotary and Rotaract also,” she
says. “They’ve helped us with street
cleaning, blood pressure events,
face painting, tree planting. They
say that we’ve given them welcome
and respect.”
– ANNE FORD
J U N E
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up front

CONVENTION

Atlanta, 1917

I

f you are attending the 2017
Rotary International Convention from 10 to 14 June,
you should take time to reflect
on the historic convention of
1917, also in Atlanta. There,
Arch Klumph gave a speech
calling for an endowment,
a key moment in the origin
of The Rotary Foundation.
Most sessions of the 1917
convention were held at the
Baptist Tabernacle on Luckie
Street. The building, now
known simply as the Tabernacle, is just a few blocks from
this year’s convention home,
the Georgia World Congress
Center, so stroll across
Centennial Olympic Park to
Luckie Street and imagine
what the convention was like
100 years ago.
Some of the speakers
covered topics that were
very much of the moment in
1917 (“The Creation of Public
Sentiment to Demand and
Construct Public Highways”)
while others tackled subjects
that would not be out of place
today (“The Establishment of
Vacant Lot Gardening”). There
was a Special Assembly on
the “Enlightenment of NonRotarians as to Rotary,” a
subject of perennial concern.
Returning to Atlanta is an
apt way to mark the centennial
of The Rotary Foundation. It’s
a powerful reminder of how far
Rotary has come, and how
important our core values and
mission remain as we look to
the next 100 years. – HANK SARTIN

T H E

R O TA R I A N |

jun17-upfront-A-v4.indd 12

Milk powder for orphaned elephants

W

hile visiting the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre on the island of Borneo in
Malaysia three years ago, New Zealand Rotarian Debbie Mair fell in love with a couple of
fuzzy orphaned pygmy elephants, the smallest subspecies of elephant.
Mair says the orphans’ parents had wandered onto palm plantations in search of food and were
killed. Indonesia and Malaysia are the world’s largest producers of palm oil, a common ingredient
in food and household items. Deforestation to make room for plantations has greatly reduced food
sources for pygmy elephants, along with rhinos, sun bears, orangutans, and tigers. Poachers also
target the animals.
“I felt we had to do something,” says Mair, a member of the Rotary Club of Hutt City.
She bought as much milk powder locally as she could to feed the elephants, which need up to
50 gallons of milk daily to survive. Since then several more orphaned elephants have arrived, all
hand-fed by staff who add vitamins, coconut oil, and minerals to the powder.
Mair, an executive officer of the Rotarian Action Group for Endangered Species, has built partnerships with the Sabah Wildlife Department; the Rotary Club of Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia; and
Fonterra New Zealand, one of the world’s largest exporters of dairy products, which supplies the
milk powder for the elephants at a discount. The rescue center also receives funding from Rotary
clubs where Mair and other action group members give talks.
Last year Mair attended a conference that brought together plantation owners, scientists, and
wildlife advocates, and sat down with owners to hear their concerns and work toward solutions.
As a Rotarian, she says, she was viewed as an impartial observer. Today, she says, the palm plantation managers are increasingly calling wildlife rescue units when elephants are discovered on their
land or when they find injured animals.
“I don’t want future generations to only see these wild animals on video,” says Mair. –ANNE STEIN

1,500

Estimated Borneo pygmy
elephants left in the wild

To register,
go to riconvention.org.
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DISPATCHES
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66 million
Tons of palm oil
produced each year

330

Pounds of vegetation an adult
pygmy elephant can eat per day
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up front

THE TALENT AROUND THE TABLE

Promoting world peace

B

MONICA GARWOOD

rian Rusch has worked with two of the most influential men of the last 100 years: first the
Dalai Lama and, today, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. “I’ve been inspired by working with
them, and I know we can do so much more to reach a new generation with their teachings,”
says Rusch, who in June 2015 became executive director of the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation. A Rotary Youth Exchange alumnus, Rusch started his professional life in the world of
fashion media, but he was inspired to make a career change by his late grandfather, a Rotarian.

THE ROTARIAN: What do you enjoy most about your work with
the archbishop’s foundation?
RUSCH: The peace work is
something I love. But what I
excel at is highlighting the
work of these icons. It’s amazing to me how many students
on college campuses don’t
know who Desmond Tutu is.
He and the Dalai Lama have
fought very hard for peace and

justice, and I want people to
understand the struggles they
had and the causes they fought
for. I want people to know that
there’s a lot of hope in healing
and reconciliation.
TR: How did your Rotary
Youth Exchange experience (in
Recife, Brazil, in 1988-89) influence your life?
RUSCH: The town I grew up
in, Grand Lake, Colo., had

only 300 people – a beautiful
place but very rural. Going to
a city of millions really expanded my worldview. To be
exposed to poverty and wealth
on a level I’d never experienced
before opened my eyes. I tell
all my friends with kids that
they have to do a Rotary Youth
Exchange.
TR: You went from the fashion
world to promoting world
J U N E
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peace. What led to that career
change?
RUSCH: My grandfather Warren J. Ramler, a Rotarian, was
very sick, and I went to be with
him. After he passed, I
thought about the life he lived
and realized I wanted to refocus my efforts to use my
powers for good. I became
communications director at a
nonprofit, Project Happiness,
and through that I was a volunteer adviser on social media
for the Dalai Lama Foundation. I left Project Happiness
and became deputy director
of the foundation. Through
that I met Archbishop Tutu,
and when they received a grant
to hire an executive director,
I applied.
TR: What do you do at the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation?
RUSCH: I oversee all aspects of
what we do, from fundraising
to programming to operations
and staffing. Our purpose is to
inspire young people to become
change-makers based on the
life and activism of the archbishop. We primarily do that
through a program called
Peace3, which teaches young
people how to develop inner
peace and spread that to
friends, family, and community.
TR: What have you learned
from working with Desmond
Tutu?
RUSCH: Throughout South Africa’s recent history, he held on
to hope and continued to inspire others to have hope. For
me, that’s really important
both personally and professionally. The other thing I’ve
learned is that peace is not a
passive thing. He didn’t just lie
down; he fought for peace.
– ANNE STEIN
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World Roundup
Rotary projects around the globe

1 ] SOUTH AFRICA
Streets are the playground for many
children in Hangberg, an area of
Hout Bay in Cape Town beset by high
unemployment, crime, alcoholism, and
substance abuse. Standardized test
scores are low, and the Sentinel Primary
School’s first-grade class has a 16 percent failure rate. To give children a head
start toward success, the Rotary Club of
am Kap (Cape Town) solicited support
from longtime partner clubs in Germany,
as well as an energy conglomerate from
that nation, to open an early childhood
development center.
In January, the four-classroom
Hangberg Pre-Primary School welcomed
120 children to a brightly colored building with about 5,000 square feet of
enclosed space and paved, covered play
areas. The structure’s solar modules,
donated by SolarWorld Africa, generate
excess power that is directed to the
nearby Sentinel school.

2

Nearly 30 percent
of South Africans
who have attended
school for six years
still cannot read.

Am Kap Rotarians, along with the
Rotary clubs of Neuss, Germering,
Landshut-Trausnitz, and EggenfeldenPfarrkirchen in Germany, raised about
$240,000 of the nearly $400,000 needed
for the project, which was aided by the
Hangberg Educational Trust and supported by local education and public
works officials.
by B R A D W E B B E R
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2 ] UNITED STATES
The fragrance and beguiling looks of Himalayan ginger belie the fact that the plant is an invasive weed that can quickly clog hillsides, block streams, and overwhelm native flora in Hawaii.
The plant is public enemy No. 1 in the eyes of state forestry officials. In September, 20 members
of five Rotary Clubs – Hilo, South Hilo, Hilo Bay, Volcano, and Pahoa Sunset – joined 20 Rotaractors from the University of Hawaii at Hilo and spent a day culling the weed in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. The eradication was one component of ongoing assistance to the park. In
August, Rotarians and their families and friends spread 60 tons of gravel on a labyrinth path
on a 3-acre site used as a therapeutic tool of the Big Island Substance Abuse Council.

Frank Pantridge, a physician in Belfast, invented
the portable defibrillator
in 1965. The first model
operated off car batteries.

3

4

3 ] SCOTLAND
Concerned about a dearth of portable defibrillators
in public buildings, the Rotary Club of Biggar
embarked on a project to oversee the installation
of three such devices in two village halls and a
community center in Biggar, Symington, and
Abington. Club members donated about $500 toward the cost of the defibrillators, and a community utility fund contributed $6,000 for the cabinets
housing the units. The effort, says Michael Hunter,
a past club president, works in tandem with training
for students at the local high school in the use
of the automated external defibrillators and in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

5

4 ] NEPAL
1

5 ] BAHRAIN
The Rotary Club of Sulmaniya instilled the joy of harvesting the bounty of one’s labors in
about 50 special-needs individuals through a greenhouse project in Al Jasra. In September,
children from the Society for the Blind, the Al Rahma Center, and the Bahrain Down
Syndrome Society planted tomatoes, cucumbers, cabbage, pumpkins, carrots, and bell
peppers. In January, the youths returned to harvest the crops, says Faisal Juma, a club
member, who noted that the proceeds of an annual raft race funded the farming project.

A Rotary Community Corps in the village of
Chandi Bhanjyang continues to assist hundreds
of families recovering from the 2015 earthquake.
The Rotary Club of Patan started a primary school
lunch program in 2008. Rotarians later added a
community development initiative involving microlending to steer the farmers toward more sustainable
operations. The club persuaded Heifer International
in Nepal to include the village among its targeted
communities beginning in 2014. The effort – part
of a $200,000 global grant with the Rotary Club of
Singapore – entails donated livestock and tips on
organic vegetable farming.

J U N E
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H

ere’s a story every Rotarian knows. In 1932, Herbert John Taylor crafted
a simple measuring stick of
ethics for employees of his
struggling cookware company,
a short code its 250 workers
could easily memorize. The
guidelines’ embrace helped rescue the business by marking it
as a company with integrity.
Eleven years later, The FourWay Test was adopted as one
of Rotary’s guiding principles.
Taylor, RI’s 44th president,
championed the code in all
aspects of life.“Let us apply The
Four-Way Test to our relations
with youth,” he wrote,“and then
I am certain we will all become
more determined to give as
much as possible of our time.”

The Rotary Club of Fort
Collins, Colo., has done just
that. The club has introduced
the principles to tens of thousands of public school students
since the mid-1990s, bringing
Rotarians into classrooms to
facilitate honest discussion
about how the test can help
solve personal predicaments.
The classroom initiative
began in 1994, when club members approached officials at the
local Poudre School District
about incorporating Rotary’s
values into the curriculum.
“Another teacher on the other
side of town and I both kind of
spontaneously combusted ”
with enthusiasm at the outset,
says Carol Ballain, who with
Tyann Kuehnast, another now-
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retired speech teacher, joined
Rotarians in drafting written
scenarios – ethical challenges –
for the youths, tapping input
from the students themselves.
“Some scenarios deal with
very important lifesaving
issues, then some are very
lighthearted, ” says Bill Schaffter, a club past president.
Rotarians explain the test, but
sit back to let students take the
lead as they discuss the situations, typically plucked from a
cup. Students take turns as
discussion leaders, and all are
required to participate; their
engagement levels are evaluated. “The students have to
come up with the best decision.
Usually, there is one Rotarian
sitting at a table or a desk, meet-

ing with four to six students
each,” says Schaffter.
While a Rotarian is assigned
to each group, “We didn’t want
to just go into the schoolrooms
and give a presentation, ”
Schaffter says. “We wanted to
put an activity together that
was interactive – listening and
looking eye to eye, hearing each
other’s concerns. ”
Common themes included
cheating and whether to turn
in a popular student caught in
misbehavior. “Bullying is a big
topic, ” says Max Getts, a past
governor of District 5440 and
a notable champion of the test
whose name graces an annual
award given to a community
or club member for his or her
embrace of the characteristics

THOMAS BARWICK / GETTY IMAGES

Teaching the test to the next generation

4/4/17 11:55 AM

COURTESY OF ROTARY CLUB OF FORT COLLINS

up front
of the test. In one instance,
Getts recalls, students “went
over and apologized to a girl
they had been picking on. ”
And the Rotarians? “It has an
effect on their lives, too. Overall,
we have about 90 percent participation ” among the club members, says Getts, who for 20 years
was a mainstay as a classroom
facilitator. Schaffter says Getts
“believes in The Four-Way Test
so strongly, so positively, that it
almost gushes out of him.”
“Now, more than ever,
teaching values is important, ”
says Deana Kochis, a Fossil
Ridge High School teacher
who uses the exercise in her
English classes. The five or six
Rotarians who join each session “really get down to the students’ level and let the students
talk. They listen, ” she says.
Sometimes the talk can be
tough, even if Rotarians are
implored to remain in the background. Ballain remembers one
participating Rotarian, a district attorney, being taken
aback when a group of students
agreed that cheating on an
exam might be acceptable. “I
understood where they were
coming from, ” says Ballain.
“We are putting so much pressure on them. But he gave them
stern advice. He told them,
‘Kids, it’s not just in class you
need to be thinking about. It’s
your reputation. If you’ve never
been caught cheating yet, there
will be a day it could cost you
a class, a grade, your job.’”
The success of the activity
led to the development of a
comprehensive toolkit, first on
VHS tape, then DVD, and in
2012 a USB drive, that provides
the template for other clubs.
Included are sample questions

OPPOSITE: The program focuses on engaging students in discussion. Participants are given a coin with The
Four-Way Test on it for easy reference. THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Qualifying participants can
use their new knowledge of the test to apply for the Better Business Bureau/Rotary Ethics Scholarships; after
participating, students write an evaluation; the program has been adapted for business students in college;
the toolkit gives detailed instructions on how to run the program.

and suggestions on how to best
approach school officials to
incorporate the activity.
“We used to have a whole lot
of papers and discs,” says Stacy
Plemmons, a club member and
leadership consultant who
expanded The Four-Way Test
activity to the collegiate level for
business students at Colorado
State University, where Plemmons is a guest lecturer. Now
anyone in the world can repeat
that exercise in their local school

by following the tips on the
thumb drive, which costs $30
and can be purchased at
bestclubsupplies.com. (Search
for 4-way program.) The vendor, Russell-Hampton Co., does
not profit from the sale, and
Fort Collins Rotarians view the
media as a way to spread the
word rather than raise funds.
Retired principal Sandy
Bickel notes the activity’s additional benefit of introducing
young people to the concept of
J U N E
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service, when they see business
leaders spending time and showing their care. “It was eye-opening for them,” says Bickel, who
adds that the coins with the test
given to students have become
enduring keepsakes, as well as
reminders of good citizenship.
“Afterward, I’d hear kids in the
lunchroom saying, ‘That’s not
very true, that’s not very kind,’ a
variation on the test. They got
the concept. Pretty simple but
powerful.”
–BRAD WEBBER
2 0 1 7 | TH E
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Musicians have faster reaction times than

non-musicians, a finding that could be used to mitigate some common effects of
aging. University of Montreal researchers compared reaction times of 16 musicians
and 19 non-musicians at the university; subjects were told to click a mouse when
they heard a sound from nearby speakers, felt a vibration, or both. The musicians
reacted faster to all three tests. The results, published in Brain and Cognition, suggest
that as people age, playing an instrument could improve cognitive abilities.

“Friendship benches” in Zimbabwe staffed by trained,
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supervised lay health workers are remarkably effective for treating mental health
problems. Funded by the Canadian government, the benches play a key role in a
country with just 10 psychiatrists and 15 clinical psychologists. Six months after
undergoing six weekly sessions, participants showed significant decreases in depression, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts, according to findings published in JAMA.
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Consumers aren’t good at estimating increased

portions, but they’re good at spotting decreased portions, making it difficult
for companies to introduce smaller food and drink servings. Portions have grown
dramatically, says Pierre Chandon, director of the Insead-Sorbonne University
Behavioral Lab; a standard Coke was 6.5 ounces until the 1950s, versus
today’s common 12- and 20-ounce sizes. In findings published in the Journal of
Experimental Psychology: General, subjects underestimated portion increases by
30 to 50 percent. Consumers have also forgotten what “normal” size once was,
thanks to supersized portions.
–ANNE STEIN

ZULEMA WILLIAMS

/
$
0
3

would have a significant
impact on global health, according to a report from the U.S. National Cancer Institute
and the World Health Organization, with diminished tobacco use and less incidence
of cancer and heart disease. Nearly 6 million people die each year from tobacco use,
including some 600,000 from secondhand smoke exposure. The report, The Economics
of Tobacco and Tobacco Control, estimates that if all nations raised excise taxes by
about 80 cents per pack, up to 66 million fewer adults would smoke.
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June
3

rd

EVENT:
HOST:
WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS:

GET JAZZED
ABOUT OLIVES

Los Olivos Jazz and Olive Festival
EVENT:
Rotary Club of Los Olivos, Calif.
HOST:
Local grants and scholarships
WHAT IT BENEFITS:
This 13th annual food, wine, and music festival
WHAT IT IS:
draws a substantial crowd to sample eats inspired
by olives and olive oil from 30 chefs and to taste
wines from 30 wineries. On the musical side, the
jazz lineup includes Grammy-nominated singer
Denise Donatelli.

12

th

EVENT:
HOST:
WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS:

17

th

TAKE IT
TO THE HOLE

Golf Classic
Rotary Club of West Raleigh, N.C.
Various local charities
Grab your clubs and prepare for a lovely day on the
River Ridge Golf Club course while raising funds
for excellent causes. Registration for your team of
four includes breakfast and lunch, plus a chance
to participate in a silent auction and raffle. Fore!

BRING ON THE BREWS

Sun Valley BrewFest
Rotary Club of Ketchum-Sun Valley, Idaho
Local charities and student scholarships
Beer aficionados should not miss this fourth annual
festival. Participants wander from booth to booth,
tasting 4-ounce samples of beers from various
breweries. About half of the brews are local to the
Ketchum-Sun Valley area.

18

th

EVENT:
HOST:
WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS:

SEE DAD RUN

Father’s Day Spirit Run
Rotary Club of Pleasanton, Calif.
Local scholarships and charities
What better way to spend the day with your dad,
child, brother, uncle, grandfather – anyone with
whom you are celebrating Father’s Day – than
at the 24th annual Father’s Day Spirit Run? More
than 1,000 runners converge under the historic
downtown Pleasanton Arch and take off in a
10K run, 5K run/walk, or “kid’s challenge” race.

24

th

THE NOT-SO-SECRET
LIFE OF PETS

EVENT: Central CT Pet Fair, Dog Walk, and 5K Road Race
HOST: Rotary Club of Meriden, Conn.
WHAT IT BENEFITS: Saving Paws (the nonprofit arm of Meriden Animal Control)
and the Meriden Rotary Foundation
WHAT IT IS: This ninth annual pet-centric event has something
for everyone: a 5K race for the competitive set, a dog
walk for those looking to take Fido for a stroll, a pet
fair with fun activities for the whole family, and food
trucks selling delicious eats throughout the day.

Tell us about your club’s event.
Write to rotarian@rotary.org
with “calendar” in the subject line.
20

T H E

R O TA R I A N |

jun17-22-calendar-v3.indd 20

J U N E

2 0 1 7

4/3/17 4:02 PM

RISE CHALLENGE
TO
THE

Did you know that, since 2010, The Rotary Foundation has invested $15 million on over
200 WASH in Schools projects in 48 countries?
Help Rotary take WASH in Schools projects to the next level to help even more children.
Step up to the WASH in Schools Target Challenge. The pilot program aims to
create stronger, healthier schools through cleaner water, better sanitation, and
hygiene education in Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, India, and Kenya.

To learn more or partner with a WASH in
Schools project, visit rotary.org/WINS.
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Sage coach

Talking to yourself, and other strategies for developing wisdom
by FRANK BURES

DAVE CUTLER

R

ecently I was looking
through some of my grandmother’s things and came
across her tattered, softcover Bible. As I paged through it, a yellowed newspaper article fell out.
It was from a 1966 edition of
the Minneapolis Star, written by
a certain Dr. Walter C. Alvarez.
It was titled “You Can Grow
Old Gracefully.  ”
Nowadays, that sentiment is
not very widespread. Growing old
has become something to be
dreaded, feared, and, if possible,
avoided. This is partly rooted in
America’s youth-oriented culture,
which differs from that of places
like Japan or parts of Africa, where older
people are seen as repositories of wisdom
and authority.
Still, I liked the headline of Dr. Alvarez’s column, even if the useful advice in
his article was limited to exhortations to
read widely, be friendly, and try to cultivate an interesting persona in youth and
middle age. If you become a good and interesting person when you’re young, he
wrote, you will be a good and interesting
person when you are old.
My grandmother did, in fact, age gracefully. She never become bitter or isolated

22
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or hopeless, even though her husband
died – after falling off a ladder – just four
years after she cut out that article. For as
long as she could manage, she played
bridge, went to water aerobics, and
worked the crossword puzzle, and she always seemed able to see the humor in
things. That she kept that article – in her
Bible no less – meant that she must have
had some faith that aging gracefully was
something she could do.
So do I. I’m now coasting through middle age, ever closer to the time when I am
clearly “growing old ” – a phrase I prefer

in that, unlike “getting old, ” it implies that aging is a process in
which you can play some part,
rather than something that simply
happens to you.
But if Dr. Alvarez was correct
that the kind of young person you
are, or were, is also the kind of old
person you will be, I could be out
of luck. I have seldom felt as
though I am living gracefully. But
I’m not ready to give up yet on becoming a wise older person. Fortunately I have role models, like
Bernie Otis, a member of the
Rotary Club of Woodland Hills,
Calif., and a popular speaker at
clubs around those parts. He is 88,
has a bad leg, and lives in a senior home.
None of that has slowed him down.
“Life does not stop until you stop
living it, ” he said when I called him. “And
no matter how old you are, or what
impairment you have, if you have knowledge about something, if your brain is
working, then you have something to contribute to society. You can do things and
help people. ”
I had gotten a note from Otis about a
book he had written titled How to Prepare
for Old Age (Without Taking the Fun Out
of Life), which mixes his observations
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Celebrating 100 years of
Doing Good in the World

For over 100 years, Rotary members have been changing
lives and improving communities all over the world.
Celebrate The Rotary Foundation’s centennial year
by making a contribution today, and together,
we can do good for 100 more.
“We should not live for ourselves alone,
but for the joy in doing good for others.”
— Arch C. Klumph, founder of The Rotary Foundation

GIVE TODAY: rotary.org/donate
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“So many people have
knowledge. But they're
not planning anything.
Life is about creating
opportunities.”
with some practical advice about getting
older. (And in which, full disclosure, he
quotes a few of my Rotarian columns.)
Otis spent his career designing hotel
restaurants in Las Vegas and still has
an active presence on LinkedIn, where
he writes about sales and marketing
and offers free phone consultations. (He
recently helped two former colleagues
get jobs working on Apple’s new campus
food complex.) He just took a position
on the board of the Glendale International Film Festival. Mostly he focuses on
giving back from his own store of knowledge and experience.
“So many people who are living in senior homes are fully capable, ” Otis says.
“ They have knowledge. They have the
ability to do things. But they’re not setting any new goals for themselves. They’re
not planning anything. Life is about creating opportunities for yourself. If you
have knowledge about something, find the
people who could use that knowledge.
There isn’t a day that goes by that I’m not
doing something that’s helping people.
And I’m loving it. ”
Otis is describing what psychologist
Erik Erikson called “generativity, ” which
is a sense that you are contributing to society, to the next generation, or to the future. It’s something that becomes
important later in life – after we find love,
after we find work, after we find our identity and our place in society. Having children is one way we do that, but there are
many others, all of which contribute to
what psychologists call “eudemonic ” wellbeing. That term refers to the amount of
meaning in your life – as opposed to “hedonic ” well-being, or the amount of pleasure you feel.
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A talent for that kind of big-picture
thinking is one key to aging gracefully,
though it can be hard to achieve, let alone
maintain. (I suspect Otis may have always
had it.) And while there is no precise criteria for what makes a person “wise, ”
other abilities might include recognizing
the limits of your own knowledge, being
able to see others’ perspectives, seeking
out compromise, regulating your emotions, understanding that change is inevitable, and being aware that events may
unfold in different ways. Researchers
sometimes distinguish between kinds of
wisdom – benevolent, philosophical, and
practical – but they agree that wisdom is
different from intelligence. You can be
smart but not wise.
One universal assumption about wisdom (with apologies to Dr. Alvarez) is
that it increases with age. But in fact, this
seems to vary by culture. A few years ago,
Igor Grossmann, director of the Wisdom
and Culture Lab at the University of
Waterloo in Canada, conducted a study
in which he found that Americans’ ability to reason wisely – including being able
to recognize other people’s perspectives,
the limits of one’s personal knowledge,
and the importance of compromise –
does, in fact, grow as they get older. But
in Japan it stays about the same, since
even young people there are likely to use
those strategies.
Grossmann is one of a few scientists
researching the boundaries of wisdom.
He points out that self-help books about
how to become wise are as numerous as
those advising how to become happy and
healthy, but that none are based on data.
Now that Grossmann and others
are gathering that data, it seems inevitable that more of our assumptions
will fall. Another one is that wisdom is a
quality, a personality trait, or a state that
we arrive at and don’t leave. According
to Grossmann, wisdom is best seen
as situational.
“The lay belief about wisdom is that
either you have it or you don’t, and that
wise people are always wise and the ma-
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jority of us are not wise, ” he says. “But
that is not really what happens. What
happens is that all of us have some distribution of wisdom from one situation
to the next. And there’s great variability.
There’s actually more variability within
people than between people: You can be
super wise and yet vary dramatically from
situation A to situation B. ”
That’s the bad news: There is no free
ride on the wisdom train. But the good
news is that Grossmann and others have
found ways to increase wise reasoning in a given situation, through “selfdistancing ” or looking at a situation from
an outsider’s perspective. One strategy
is to explain that situation to an imaginary 12-year-old. Another is to visualize
yourself from a bird’s-eye view. Another
is to refer to yourself – out loud – in the
third person.
“These strategies make people less selfcentered, ” Grossmann says. “And they are
pretty effective for boosting wisdom –
things like talking to yourself in the third
person before making an important decision. Ask, ‘What would Frank do?’ instead
of, ‘What would I do?’ ”
Over the next few days, I tried this.
Although it felt a little strange at first, it
didn’t seem as megalomaniacal as I
thought it would. In fact, my thinking was
cooler, clearer, more removed. I was surprised how powerful the shift was and
how much it felt as though I was watching
the person I wanted to be. I became less
afraid of things not going my way. I felt
more open to whatever might unfold. It
became easier to see from others’ point
of view.
This wasn’t quite wisdom yet, but I
hope it was the beginning of it. Maybe
there’s still time for me to grow old a little
more gracefully and a little more wisely. n
Frank Bures is the author of The Geography of Madness and a frequent contributor
to The Rotarian. His column in the August
2015 issue, “Beyond Belief, ” was a
“notable ” selection in The Best American
Essays 2016.
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STEVE McCURRY
BRINGS THE
WORLD INTO
FOCUS

This nomadic photographer has spent a career
capturing the range of human experience

Steve McCurry doesn’t run from danger. He steels his courage, calculates his risks, and plunges into it.
He has seen things we couldn’t have imagined if we didn’t have the proof of his stunning photos: images
captured with his camera inches from the weapons of mujahedeen insurgents fighting the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan, or his camera held on top of his head while waist-deep in monsoon waters in India.
He braved toxic black smoke while chronicling the burning oil fields in Kuwait, and after shooting the
collapse of the twin towers from the roof of his Greenwich Village apartment building on 9/11, he raced
as fast as he could toward who-knows-what at ground zero.
Despite the horrors he has seen, though, “Nothing has dented my faith in the human spirit or in
unexpected human kindness,” he wrote in the foreword to his 2013 book Untold: The Stories behind the
Photographs. That spirit is evident in the compelling images of daily life he has captured around the
world, from Bangladesh to Yemen. He is especially famous for his revealing portraits. Those include the
one that appeared on the cover of National Geographic in 1985 and became one of the most famous
photographs of all time: the Afghan refugee girl with the haunting green eyes.
His work in Afghanistan opened his eyes to the needs of children there, especially girls. That led
him and his sister to create a nonprofit called ImagineAsia to help more of them. We asked McCurry
to judge our 2017 photo contest, while sharing insights into his own fiercely independent journey
as a photographer who sheds light on cultures around the world. Frequent contributor Julie Bain
met with McCurry at his studio in New York City.
photography by STEVE McCURRY
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THE ROTARIAN: How did you come to photography as a career?
McCURRY: I was an athletic kid. I’d play
sports with the guys, and we’d climb trees
and be outside as much as possible. I had
a lot of freedom to run around and explore.
My uncle and my father did some photography as a hobby. But a more important
influence was when I lived with a family in
Sweden for a year as part of a student exchange program. The boy in the family was
an amateur photographer. So I bought an
Instamatic camera, and on the weekends
we’d walk around, observe things, and take
pictures – often of people.
I discovered I had some artistic sense,
so when I went to college at Penn State, I
decided I wanted to be a filmmaker and

but that wasn’t happening. I thought, “I
like traveling. I like exploring. Maybe photography and travel could go together.” So
in 1978, at 28 years old, I quit my job and
decided to do my own thing.

I thought it was an important story, and
it wasn’t really being reported.

TR: How did you start?

McCURRY: I had never been in an area of
conflict. I’d never been in any kind of disturbance anywhere. But I knew I was
heading into a war zone, and when you’re
young, you take risks. We were very close
to Russian MiGs dropping bombs, troops
firing mortar rounds. People dying around
us. We had no armor or protection.

McCURRY: I had saved a little money, so I
bought a couple of hundred rolls of film and
a one-way ticket to India. I spent about six
weeks in Goa and thought it was very exotic.
But it still wasn’t easy to make good pictures. Some people are great at it right away,
but I needed to cultivate the craft, train my
eye, learn to understand light. It was trial
and error, looking at books, studying other
work. I would think something looked
great. Then I’d get the film back, and what

TR: Did you have any idea what you were
getting into?

TR: How did you handle the trauma?
McCURRY: You sort of get used to it. You
start to feel impervious to the bombs in a

“I knew I was heading into a war zone, and when you’re
do cinematography. But it’s so competitive,
and if you’re going to have any chance, you
have to be in New York or Los Angeles –
or be crazy smart like Orson Welles. I
wasn’t that great, and I didn’t know how
to get a job in film. So I got a job as a
newspaper photographer.
TR: What did you learn from doing newspaper photography?
McCURRY: Not much! [laughs] I learned the
basics of working with a camera and the
craft of shooting: how to go into a situation,
work with people, and take a picture in a
limited amount of time. But what I was
photographing didn’t help me understand
what’s important or how to photograph life.
If I had had a mentor who would say, “Go
out and see what interests you in the world,”
it would have been far more useful.
I applied to some larger newspapers,
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was on the film wasn’t what I thought I had
photographed. But I learned by doing.
TR: You traveled through India, selling photos to small magazines to support yourself.
But when you journeyed into Pakistan in
1979, near the border of Afghanistan, your
life changed. You saw thousands of refugees fleeing from the pro-Soviet coup in
Afghanistan and the subsequent Soviet invasion. A ragtag group of insurgent fighters who spoke no English invited you,
a young photographer from Philadelphia,
to come with them and document the war.
How was that possible?
McCURRY: For some reason, they just
trusted me. They dressed me in native
robes to disguise me. I went in with just
my camera bag, and that was basically it.
Villages were being bombed, and people
were fighting for their villages and dying.

way, but you still feel vulnerable and
afraid. It was really scary. The thing about
a mortar round is they shoot it up in the
air and it can come straight down. So even
if you’re behind a wall, you can’t hide behind it. You can’t hide.
TR: Despite your fear, did you feel like you
had found your life’s calling?
McCURRY: Yes, and I became obsessed with
the story, the people, and the situation.
You become familiar with everything, so
you want to go back and back and back to
cover and photograph it.
TR: How were you able to get your film
developed and sent home?
McCURRY: I was dressed as an Afghan, and
I sewed the exposed black-and-white film
into the folds of my clothes. Once back in
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young, you take risks.”

Opening page: In 1984,
McCurry photographed
Sharbat Gula in the
Nasir Bagh refugee
camp in Pakistan. After
the photograph ran on
the cover of National
Geographic, it became
one of the most iconic
images of the century.
This page: Since the
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late 1970s, McCurry
has often gone into war
zones around the world.
His images show us
soldiers and civilians
and the toll that conflict
has taken on them. From
top: Nuristan, Afghanistan, 1979; Beirut,
Lebanon, 1982; Kabul,
Afghanistan, 1993.
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Pakistan, I gave some film to some travelers to take back. My girlfriend at the time
was able to send it to a couple of publications. There wasn’t much interest until
the Russians invaded Afghanistan in December 1979. When that happened, suddenly my pictures were much more
valuable, and I started working with the
Associated Press, the New York Times,
Time magazine, and others. I slipped in
and out of the country many times.

From Shaolin monks in
training to Sri Lankan
fishermen plying their
trade, McCurry has been
fascinated by people at
work, presenting striking
and surprising images
that invite us into the
subjects’ world. This
page: Zhengzhou, China,
2004. Opposite: Weligama, Sri Lanka, 1995.
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TR: The photos from those trips established
your reputation, and in 1980, when you
were only 30, you won the prestigious Robert Capa Gold Medal Award for best photographic reporting from abroad. While
you did projects in other countries, Afghan-

istan kept calling you back. In 1984, when
you were visiting refugee camps along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, you spotted
a 12-year-old girl in a dusty tent being used
as a classroom. What drew you to her?
McCURRY: I saw her and instantly knew that
she had a very special look, an incredible
face. She had piercing green-blue eyes. I
photographed some of the other girls in the
classroom, but I knew that she was the one
who was going to be important. But I only
photographed her for a couple of minutes.
The picture looks still, but there was a lot
happening around her. Photography is like
a performing art. You aren’t still; you have
to run around, jump around, and move. You
have to be quick to get a good picture.
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TR: Because of all the attention that cover
of National Geographic got, do you
think that changed people’s thinking
about what was happening in Afghanistan – that it gave a face to it or made it
more relatable?

a minuscule look on her face of, maybe, curiosity about being photographed. But she
was an orphan and a refugee. Her life was
very difficult. So I think this ambiguity and
mix of emotions help to make a rare picture. There’s also the shawl, the back-

learned her name is Sharbat Gula. You
went back and found her nearly 20 years
later, and she appeared on the cover of
National Geographic again in 2002, shockingly aged from her hard life. Have you
stayed in touch?

“Photography is like a performing art. You aren’t still;
you have to run around, jump around, and move.”
McCURRY: There was such a dignity in her
look. I think there was fortitude, perseverance. I think she had this kind of proud,
direct gaze and she wasn’t cowering. Her
expression is kind of neutral: She’s not
frowning, she’s not smiling, but it’s more of

ground, and the light, which play into the
mood of the picture. If the picture had been
taken at another time of day, it wouldn’t
have had the same power.
TR: It was only much later that you

McCURRY: Yes, my sister Bonnie visited her
just a few weeks ago. We’ve been directly
involved with her for about 15 years. We
bought her a home. Her husband died of
hepatitis C, and she is fighting it, too. Being a widow in Pakistan or Afghanistan is
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“
From the moment he
learned that a plane had
struck the World Trade
Center on 9/11, McCurry
was taking photographs,
first from his studio
roof (right) and later as
close to ground zero as
he could get (opposite).
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no joke. There’s no safety net. A steady
income from us helped her and her children to survive. Without that, I think it
would have been a very different story.
Now she has been welcomed back by the

there’s no real association between the
amount of time you spend and the quality
of a picture. People always ask, “How do
you get your subjects to do what they do? ”
I don’t know. I think you just come with

McCURRY: I was at home just north of
Washington Square Park in Greenwich
Village. I had just returned the night before
from Tibet. I was opening my mail when I
got a phone call that the World Trade Cen-

“I knew I had to go down and photograph it much closer.”
Afghan government and given an apartment. She met the president and the president’s wife. If it had not been for the
picture, it’s safe to assume that none of
that would have happened.
TR: How do you connect with the subjects
of your portraits?
McCURRY: I think you can establish a relationship or connection very quickly. But

your empathy, or the way you see something special or unique in a person. It’s a
combination of craft, psychology, and perception of human behavior. I would say
much of my work is those “found moments” on the street where it’s a brief
chance encounter.
TR: How was 9/11, in your own neighborhood, different from the horrors you’d
seen in other countries?

ter was on fire. I looked out the window,
then grabbed a camera and ran up to the
roof of the building. I photographed first
the South Tower collapsing and then the
North Tower. I felt such shock and disbelief, thinking, “This can’t be happening. I’m
in a dream.” I knew I had to go down and
photograph it much closer.
TR: How did you have the courage to go
there?
J U N E
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McCurry travels with his
senses always attuned to
his surroundings and what
would make an interesting
image. Sometimes that
means a portrait in which
the subject looks back,
and sometimes it is the
fleeting instant that brings
humanity to the stories
behind the headlines.
Clockwise from right:
Kabul, Afghanistan, 1992;
Old Delhi, India, 1983;
Kabul, Afghanistan, 1992.
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McCURRY: I thought about the danger. But
how could I live with myself if I shied
away? You have to take risks in life. I
grabbed my camera bag, which I hadn’t
unpacked from Tibet yet. My sister came
with me, and we spent the entire day trying to photograph there. It was really difficult. The police and firemen kept trying
to get us out of there, but we just kept going till about 8 that night, when it got

photograph with your heart and photograph what’s interesting to you, with your
own vision. Take the time to learn about
some of the great photographers and their
work. Learn about the history of photography. It takes practice, discipline, time, and
effort. You’ll do your best work when you’re
inspired by a story and a place. Whatever
it is in the world that matters to you, that’s
what you want to photograph.

while he was shooting, and then he did a
huge amount of magic in the darkroom.
TR: Did you feel you had to make sacrifices for your art? Did your sometimes
dangerous traveling life put a strain on
your relationships?
McCURRY: I think you have to find the
right person who can be with you and

“I would say much of my work is those ‘found moments’
on the street where it’s a brief chance encounter.”
dark. I felt so off balance. Those towers
had been part of the downtown landscape
for so long. Then they were just gone.

TR: You have more than 2 million followers
on Instagram. Most are big fans, but you
get some criticism, too. Does it bother you?

TR: What inspired you to create your nonprofit organization ImagineAsia in 2004?

McCURRY: There are a lot of people with
way too much time on their hands. I get
comments like, “You’re making money off
these poor people, you piece of shit.”
That’s like somebody saying the aid workers going to Aleppo are exploiting those
people.

McCURRY: I had spent a lot of time in Afghanistan and saw a lot of needs. I saw
many children who were not getting any
education, so initially we started sending
textbooks and other books. One winter
that was particularly severe, we sent coats
and blankets. But eventually it morphed
into a project to teach young Afghan girls
to take pictures. Women in Afghanistan
and in other places all over the world are
often overlooked or ignored. At around
six years of age they start believing that
boys are smarter and that they’re inferior
to the boys. The instructor is an Afghan
woman photographer, and my sister Bonnie is the engine behind it. We supply the
money, cameras, and training. It’s an empowering way for them to have some creative expression.
TR: What’s your best advice for those amateur photographers reading this issue?
McCURRY: Be curious and observe. Always

TR: You’ve also gotten some guff about
making some Photoshop adjustments to
your photographs. Care to respond?
McCURRY: If you’re working for a newspaper or newsmagazine, it’s more about information than art. I don’t work for any
publications. I’m an independent visual
storyteller. Ansel Adams was one of the
great American photographers. There
was a part of his career in which he was
documenting the internment camps in
California, for example. In another part
of his career, he was creating his art. He
used to talk about the negative as the
score and the print as the performance.
He was proud that maybe 40 percent of
his success with print was done in the
darkroom. He used filters and techniques

travel with you. But no, I never think of
anything being a sacrifice. I think you do
what is important to you, and you have to
make choices and just move forward. Suppose I worked last night until 9. Is that a
sacrifice? I could be at the movies. I could
be out with friends. I could be with my
daughter. My big news is that my partner
girlfriend, Andie Belone, and I just had a
baby girl a few weeks ago. Her name is
Lucia after my grandmother Lucy.
TR: Looking back on your career, any
regrets?
McCURRY: I think the best place to be is
to have the wherewithal to decide what
you want to do with your life. I get to ask,
“Where do I want to go? What do I want
to photograph?” Then I go do it. I do my
own books. I do my own exhibits. If I’m
going to have a bad day photographically,
I want to have that bad day in Yangon or
in Bali. Maybe I didn’t make great pictures, but I had a great day because I was
in, say, Sri Lanka. n
New York City writer Julie Bain profiled
four-time Pulitzer Prize winner Carol Guzy
in the June 2013 Annual Photography Issue
of The Rotarian.
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FOCUS

ON OUR

CONTEST

WINNERS
Steve McCurry faced a daunting challenge in judging this year’s photo contest.
We had over 600 entries from more than
50 countries. We saw inspiring images of
teamwork, powerful images of the people
Rotarians are helping, breathtaking images
of nature. In addition to the three winners
and six honorable mentions on the following pages, you’ll see photos submitted
by your fellow Rotarians in issues of The
Rotarian throughout the year. Let these
images inspire you, as McCurry suggests,
to get out there and photograph with your
heart and with your distinctive vision. And
start gathering your best photos for next
year’s contest – look for details in the fall.

F I RST PL AC E
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Chun-Ta Lin
Rotary E-Club of District 3490, Taiwan
LO CAT ION:
Manila, Philippines
McCurry: This photograph gives us a powerful
visual juxtaposition that tells a story about society.
Below, the people are poor, they’re desperate, they’re
living in this precarious way. Above, people are
jetting from place to place, on vacation, flying to
meetings. The image makes us reflect on what it
must be like to live there, with the jet noise a constant reminder of that social inequality, and it does
that visually with the contrast of above and below.
40
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SE CON D PL AC E
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Scot Sargeant
Rotary E-Club of San Diego Global, Calif.
LO CAT ION:
Quito, Ecuador
McCurry: Here’s a familiar subject, a rainbow,
but with an unusual twist. The dark, dramatic sky
gives way to the blue sky, and then the wonderful
light hitting this town. We know rainbow photos,
but this one gives us the contrast of the ominous
dark top and the glowing light on the city.
J U N E
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T H I RD PL AC E
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Doug Nicotera
Rotary Club of Hershey, Pa.
LO CAT ION:
Ik Kil, Mexico
McCurry: This image feels almost surreal or magical. We don’t quite know what is going on. People
are floating in water, but it almost looks like they
could be falling, and they’re so small in an image
dominated by the vines. It’s all a bit disorienting
at first glance, but that first moment of ambiguity
and mystery is part of its attractive quality.
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Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Jose II Ramos
Rotary Club of Marikina, Philippines
LO CAT ION:
Imus, Philippines
McCurry: Once again we have a powerful use
of juxtaposition. Above, these heroic figures in
dramatic poses, and below the everyday, the
bicyclists, but above and below we have the visual
echo of the flag. It’s that repetition within difference that makes it powerful.
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Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Saravana Raj
Rotary Club of Madurai North, India
LO CAT ION:
Madurai, India
McCurry: This image has a nice sense of action
captured in the moment and a sense of an ongoing
story, but it is also a bit abstracted, almost like a
Renaissance painting of a biblical scene – wrestling
with the devil, or the eternal struggle. There’s a sense
of epic struggle in the human form.
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2017

PHOTO
CONTEST

Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Lisa Graydon
Spouse of Michael Graydon of the
Rotary Club of Mullumbimby, Australia
LO CAT ION:
Kuthodaw Pagoda, Mandalay, Myanmar
McCurry: This is a great example of how to use less
color to make a successful color photograph. There’s
so much white, which makes the pink of the robes
stand out. Color is often best when there is less. Too
many colors can be distracting. The repetition of
the shapes gives it visual interest.
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Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Jason Whiting
Rotary Club of Lloydminster, Sask.
LO CAT ION:
Southwest of Lloydminster in Alberta
McCurry: We have all seen millions of lightning
pictures, but that central area of light from which
the lightning emanates makes it unusual. What
is that strange area of light? I also like that in a
lightning photograph, we are still solidly anchored
in the landscape, with the ground in the picture.
J U N E
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2017

PHOTO
CONTEST

Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Robert Alan Williams
Rotary Club of Reno Central, Nev.
LO CAT ION:
Virginia Lake, Nev.
McCurry: There’s a strong sense of visual composition here, an interesting design stacking the ducks
in the picture. The color is exactly right, with the
muted color palette giving the orange of the duck’s
feet extra pop. The visual rhythm – the duck, the
duck’s reflection, and another duck – just works.
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Honorable mention
PHOTO GRAPH E R:
Helena Dahlin
Rotary Club of Goleta Noontime, Calif.
LO CAT ION:
Lompoc, Calif.
McCurry: The dramatic action of people
skydiving is naturally interesting, but here the
photographer adds the message about polio.
The expression on her face is friendly and appealing, inviting us to be inspired. A lot of planning
went into this, and the story behind the making
of this picture catches your imagination.
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Linked through sister cities,
Rotarians save newborns in Brazil

A mother is in labor, and she’s frightened. Her baby isn’t due for three months. The
closest hospital is 30 miles away, and although she makes it there in time, the baby is
born weighing barely 2 pounds. And there’s another problem. The hospital’s neonatal
intensive care unit has only seven incubators, and all are in use, so the baby must be
transferred to another hospital to receive the critical care he needs. If he survives the
transfer, his parents will need to find a way to make trips to that hospital for months.

by VANESSA GLAVINSKAS
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Many new mothers were facing similar situations
at Dr. Leopoldo Bevilacqua Regional Hospital, a staterun facility in Brazil’s Ribeira Valley. Lack of equipment meant some of the hospital’s most vulnerable
newborns had to be transferred, which was a factor
in São Paulo state’s high infant mortality rate.
“There are two realities here: people who can pay
for a private hospital and those who can’t, ” says Lina
Shimizu, who spearheaded the project for the Rotary
Club of Registro-Ouro, Brazil. Those who can’t, she
says, often have to travel long distances to get to a
state-run hospital such as Leopoldo Bevilacqua,
which serves 24 towns.

By partnering on a Rotary Foundation global grant
with two clubs in Nakatsugawa, Japan, Brazilian
Rotarians raised $172,500. They funded equipment
including five incubators for the hospital’s neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU), which nearly doubled the
hospital’s capacity to care for fragile newborns. In
2013, 129 babies were admitted to the NICU; since
the completion of the project, the hospital has been
able to care for about 220 babies per year.
Other equipment provided through the grant
included five ventilators, a bilirubin meter, three
heated cribs, five vital-sign monitors, and a super
LED microprocessed phototherapy unit to treat
J U N E
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By adding five incubators
to the NICU, the hospital
nearly doubled the number
of babies its nurses and
doctors can care for.
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Rotarians funded incubators,
ventilators, heated cribs,
vital-sign monitors, and other
equipment for a state-run
hospital outside São Paulo.
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babies with jaundice. The grant also funded the cost
of publicity to inform residents about prenatal care
workshops conducted by area health workers. The
publicity campaign aimed to reach mothers in remote
areas who may not know what services are available
to them or about the importance of prenatal care
and breast-feeding.
This global grant marked a turning point for
Rotarians in Nakatsugawa, who had stopped contributing to international projects after experiencing
difficulties on a past grant. The difference this time
was in the relationship between the cities of Registro
and Nakatsugawa, which established a “sister city ”
affiliation in 1980.
“This was initially a project of another Brazilian
club, but they spent five years trying to find a part-

R O TA R I A N | J U N E

ner and funding, ” Shimizu says. “We were able to
implement it in three years because of our sister
city relationship. ”
Rotarians from both cities meet regularly to foster
their friendships, alternating between Brazil and
Japan, and because of their close relationship, the
Japanese Rotarians felt confident that their financial
contributions to the project would be managed well.
In addition, Shimizu, who is of Japanese descent and
speaks fluent Japanese, helped build trust and effective communication.
A group of Japanese Rotarians visited the NICU
after the project was completed. “After 37 years, ” says
Mitsuo Hara, a member of the Rotary Club of
Nakatsugawa, “there’s a friendship and bond between
Rotary members of both countries. ” n
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“ There are two

realities here:
people who can
pay for a private
hospital and
those who can’t.”
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TAKE A
FRESH APPROACH
TO CREATING
A MEANINGFUL
CLUB EXPERIENCE
We have resources
to help you ...
WELCOME
PROSPECTIVE
MEMBERS

FIND AND
ATTRACT
NEW MEMBERS
Creating a Positive
Experience

ENGAGE
CURRENT
MEMBERS

ASSESS AND
STRENGTHEN
YOUR CLUB

Club brochure
template

Member Satisfaction
Survey

DEVELOP
NEW CLUBS
Starting a
Rotary Club

Rotary Club
Health Check

Available for download

rotary.org/membership
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COURTESY OF MONARCH SCHOOL

insider

Rotary
collaboration
honored by PBS
A Rotary collaboration that transformed into a school devoted to
educating hundreds of the most
vulnerable youth – homeless and
transient children – in San Diego
was celebrated by PBS, which selected the project as a leading innovator of mentorships in the U.S.
last fall. The initiative, the Monarch
School, was featured in a segment
of the American Graduate Day
program shown on more than 100
stations in 47 of the top 50 U.S.
television markets.
“We recognized over 4.3 million
American Graduate Champions on
the broadcast, ” says Amanda
Granger of the PBS flagship station
WNET in New York City and
project manager for American Graduate Day. “ These are staff and
volunteers from our featured organizations whose work has a direct
impact on keeping students on the
path to graduation. ”
The four-hour program, in its fifth
year, is a project of GradNation, a
campaign of the America’s Promise
Alliance. Former U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell was the America’s
Promise founding chair, and his wife,
Alma, is its current chair. The alliance
set a goal of a 90 percent high school
graduation rate nationwide by 2020.
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting has spent the past five years
working with stations around this
goal, and stations have been raising
awareness through local television
and radio programs and doing outJ U N E
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FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE ROTARIAN

June
1955
In 1955, editors at The Rotarian were busy
commemorating Rotary’s 50th anniversary. One way they honored it

was to highlight all the countries that had designed postage stamps
to mark the occasion. Chicago artist W.W. Wind, who drew the
design for the U.S. stamp, made the album for the cover. However,
the editors ran into a few federal regulations while putting this issue
together – for example, the law stated that a valid postage stamp may
be reproduced only for philatelic purposes; a related story by a
philatelist took care of that. The stamps were pictured in black and
white because reproducing a stamp in color could result in prison
time or a fine. The editors signed off by declaring that they followed
the rules because “we love our freedom. ”

ROTARY
AT A
GLANCE
As of 30 November
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reach and community engagement with
local nonprofit organizations.
“This year, as in previous years, we’ve
focused on a single call to action, which
[in the broadcast] was to be a mentor, ”
Granger says. It’s a role that members of
the Rotary Club of San Diego have played
since the 1990s, when Michelle Candland, a real estate agent and volunteer at
the school, learned that the facility, then
known as the Progressive Learning
Alternative for Children’s Education, was
about to lose its lease. Candland and other
Rotarians created a nonprofit publicprivate venture, the Monarch School
Project, to find a 10,000-square-foot
facility to replace the two-room storefront
in a hardscrabble area of the city.
“One of the wonderful attributes of
Rotary is that we are a community catalyst, so we may begin things and then we
invite and encourage the entire community to become part of the success story, ”
says Candland, a club past president. The
club and other civic leaders persisted, and
in 2013, a brightly painted, 51,000-squarefoot campus opened just south of the major league ballpark that had forced the
shuttering of the original school. Rotarians and others – notably local developer

JOE SINNOTT/© WNET 2016

FROM LEFT: Monarch School CEO Erin Spiewak,
alumna Cynthia Valenzuela, and PBS host Rehema
Ellis talk about the success of the school, which
helps homeless children.
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION CHAIR

Working to ensure the Foundation’s future

Nat Bosa and his wife, Flora, who donated $5 million – helped raise the $17
million needed to maximize the possibilities of the school.
The initiative allowed room to grow,
and in November, a college and career
academy called Launch Pointe opened in
7,000 square feet of previously unused
second-floor space. “What started out as
a few Rotarians who helped get things
going ended up becoming 250 organizations and individuals all helping to make
the opportunity for success more viable
for the students, ” Candland says.
Besides the school’s unique approach
to serving homeless children in kindergarten through Grade 12, Rotary’s enduring
involvement appealed to the American
Graduate Day team. Michael Kostel, executive producer of the program, says: “We
found nothing that matches the scope of
the Monarch School, creating a school just
for the homeless and dealing with the
issues that sort of a population has ...
providing programs that other schools
wouldn’t have to [provide], including laundry, help with clothes, meals. And the
collaboration with Rotary and what Rotary was doing was very compelling. ”

We’ve had a wonderful time celebrating all
the extraordinary achievements of The Rotary
Foundation’s first 100 years. As we approach
the end of this centennial year, it’s time to
turn our attention to the Foundation’s future.
What can we do right now to ensure that the
Foundation will reach even greater heights in
the next 100 years?
First, we must finish our work to eradicate polio. If we fail, we risk a
global return of the disease – up to 200,000 new cases every year, within
10 years. But if we succeed, the world would enjoy a savings as high as
$50 billion by 2035. There really is no choice: We must succeed.
What can you do? Raise money, advocate for government support,
and share the inspirational story of Rotary’s steadfast commitment
to a polio-free world.
Of course, our work to end polio isn’t the only compelling story we
have to tell. Your club’s district and global grant projects are successes
that you should share with your local community and media. Tell
them about the scholars you are sponsoring, the vocational training
team that is visiting or traveling from your district, and the causes the
Foundation supports.
After you’ve impressed people with the Foundation’s many
accomplishments, ask them to join us – as members, supporters,
or volunteers. I believe that every Rotarian should make an annual
contribution to the Foundation, because it is our Foundation, and we
are ultimately responsible for its success – yet that doesn’t mean that
we shouldn’t also encourage others to contribute. Telling others
about our work providing clean water and basic education, fighting
disease, and promoting peace helps drive interest in our Foundation
and clubs.
Even though you and I won’t be around to celebrate the Foundation’s
200th anniversary in 2117, we begin to set the stage now. Working
together, we can continue the Foundation’s long tradition of good work
and give future Rotarians even more reasons to celebrate.

Kalyan Banerjee
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

– BRAD WEBBER
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President Germ looks back
on a productive year
As another Rotary year draws to a close, 2016-17 Rotary President John F. Germ and his wife, Judy,
reflect on the time they’ve spent meeting members around the world and representing Rotary on the
world stage. The Germs notably kept their bags packed when at their Chattanooga, Tenn., home, ready
to take off on a moment’s notice to serve the organization. Germ’s fundraising skill and ability to build
consensus with ease were helpful assets during his term serving Rotary at the highest level. We take
a look back at the Germs’ incredible year.

1

2

3
|1

4

5

John and Judy onstage at the annual International Assembly

promote polio eradication in Detroit. | 5 Past RI General Secretary

training session for district governors in San Diego in January.

Ed Futa and Germ congratulate South African Rotarian Annemarie

| 2 Germ and his aide Ron Beaubien share a moment on their way
to the International Dinner Dance at the assembly. | 3 Germ at a
service project in Trelawny, Jamaica, with 21 district governors of

Zones 33 and 34. | 4 John and Judy make the “This Close” symbol to
60
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Mostert for her commitment to responsible business practices at

Rotary Day at the United Nations in New York City. | 6 Germ greets

Roberto Barroso Filho in Brazil. | 7 It’s Rotary tradition to take part

in the annual Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif. | 8 Germ participates

2 0 1 7

4/17/17 3:38 PM

insider

6

7

8

10

9

12

11

13

in a hands-on service even t a t Meals of Hope, a nonprofit that
addresses food insecurity in the United States. | 9 Bill Gates will

speak at the RI Convention in Atlanta this month at Germ’s invitation.

| 10 Born without legs but with a belief anything is possible, aerialist

Jennifer Bricker amazed the crowd at the International Assembly.

| 11 Germ and RI Vice President Jennifer E. Jones at the World Polio

14
Day event in Atlanta in October. | 12 With Kyle Hauth and Tera
Roberts at the John F. Germ Recycling Center in Chattanooga, which

hires adults with disabilities to sort items. | 13 From left: PDG Jamil
Mouawad of Lebanon, past RI Director Şafak Alpay of Turkey, Germ,

and late PDG Mustafa Nasereddin of Jordan. | 14 John and Judy hope
to see you this month at the convention in Atlanta.
J U N E
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ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS
www.rotary.org/fellowships

Rotary Fellowships are
groups of Rotarians,
Rotarians’ family members,
Rotaractors, alumni, and
program participants.
Members of these groups
share an interest, wish to
further their vocational
development, or want to
make new friends, explore
opportunities for service, and
enhance their experience in
Rotary. Fellowships, which
must have active members
in at least three countries,
provide a chance to make
lasting friendships with
people outside your club.
To join a fellowship, visit the
group’s website or use
the email address provided.
If you would like to start
a fellowship, write to
rotaryfellowships@rotary.org.

Caravanning

Genealogy

Chess

Go Playing (board game)

Computer Users

Golf

Convention Goers

Home Exchange

Cooking

Honorary Consuls

Corporate Social Responsibility

Horseback Riding

Cricket

Internet

Cruising

Italian Culture

www.rotarianscaravanning.org.uk
www3.sympatico.ca/brian.clark
www.icufr.org

www.conventiongoers.org
www.rotariangourmet.com
www.csr-rotarianfellowship.org
www.rotarycricket.org
www.facebook.com/groups
/cruisingrotariansfellowship

www.cycling2serve.org

Doctors

www.facebook.com
/RotaryAuthorsandWriters

Beer

www.rotarybrew.org

Bird-Watching
www.ifbr.org

www.rotariansbowling.org

Canoeing

sites.google.com/site
/canoeingrotarians
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www.roti.org
www.linkedin.com
/groups/6528431/profile
www.rotaryjazz.com
www.facebook.com
/RotariosLatinos

Lawyers

Doll Lovers

Magicians

Draughts (checkers)

Magna Graecia

E-Clubs

Marathon Running

Editors and Publishers

Military Veterans

www.rotarydlf.org
boyebade@hotmail.com

www.rotarianeducators.org

Environment

www.envirorotarians.org

Esperanto

radesperanto.monsite-orange.fr
/index.html

Ethics

www.facebook.com
/groups/1133950666630100/

Fishing

Bowling

franz.gillieron@hispeed.ch

www.rotary-site.org
/health-professionals

Educators

Authors and Writers

kappenberger@gmail.com

Latin Culture

Amateur Radio

www.achafr.eu

www.rotarianhomeexchange.com

Cycling

www.curlingrotarians.com

www.facebook.com/groups
/IFREP

Antique Automobiles

www.igfr-international.com

Jazz

rotary4x4.org.za
www.ifroar.org

www.gpfr.jp

Curling

rotarianseclubfellowship.org

4 X 4 Vehicles

www.facebook.com/RIfellowship

www.facebook.com/groups
/InternationalFellowshipof
FishingRotarians

Flying

www.iffr.org

www.rotarianlawyersfellowship.org
www.rotarianmagician.org
www.fellowshipmagnagraecia.org
www.rotarianrun.org
http://rotarianveterans.org/

Recreational Vehicles

www.rvfrinternational.com
/home.html

Rotary Global History

www.rghfhome.org

Rotary Heritage and History
www.rhhif.org

Rotary Means Business

www.rotarymeansbusiness.com

Rotary on Pins

www.facebook.com
/RotaryonPinsFellowship

Rotary on Stamps

www.rotaryonstamps.org

Rowing

www.iforr.org

Russian Culture

Germany.eckstein.artur
@googlemail.com

Scouting

www.ifsr-net.org

Scuba Diving

www.ifrsd.org

Shooting Sports

www.shootingsportrotarians.org

Singles

www.rsfinternational.net

Skiing

www.isfrski.org

Social Networks
www.rosnf.net

Table Tennis

Motorcycling

www.ifmr.org

www.facebook.com
/Table-Tennis-Fellowship-ofRotarians-1130180430367736

Music

Tennis

Old and Rare Books

Total Quality Management

Past District Governors

Travel and Hosting

Photographers

Wellness and Fitness

Police and Law Enforcement

Whiskey

Quilters and Fiber Artists

Wine

Railroads

Yachting

www.ifrm.org
www.rotaryoldbooks.org
www.pdgsfellowship.org
www.facebook.com/groups/IFRP1
www.polepfr.org

www.rotariansquilt.org
www.ifrr.info

www.itfr.org
www.rotarytqm.it
www.ithf.org

kappenberger@gmail.com
www.whiskeydram.org
www.rotarywine.net
www.iyfr.net
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To Be Determined
½ h - 7" × 4.4375"

CONVENTION MONTH VERSE
Across

1 Yellow or
chocolate pooch
4 Leafy lilies on
a landscape
10 Disorderly crowds
14 Former football
coach Parseghian
15 Beatles title
syllables
16 ___ and Janis
17 Salyut 7
successor
18 Start of an
early-summer poem
20 Cooks a certain way
22 Two cubed
23 Ending for treat
or expert
24 Knock, slangily
26 Part 2 of the poem
35 “I ___ Rock ”
36 Wriggly swimmers
37 Rush order
38 Armstrong or
Diamond
40 Tooth filling
41 Cotton
machines
42 Take risks
43 Majority
44 Sgt., e.g.

45
50
51
52
56
61
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Part 3 of the poem
___ out a living
Asia neighbor (abbr.)
Headpiece in
Victoria
Boxing punch
End of the poem
Rough stuff
Tiny bottle
Actress Locke
Delt’s neighbor
Concerning
Browns,
as bread
Draft choice?

Down

1 Light source
2 Moffo solo
3 “... broad side
of a ___ ”
4 Barely able to talk
5 Leno’s
successor
6 Tart plum
7 Short body art?
8 Nabokov’s
longest novel
9 Paul McCartney’s
title
10 Polite request

11
12
13
19
21
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
39
40
46
47
48
49
52

Portland’s st.
Lacking pizazz
Put in order
Mooch’s
“Affirmative, ”
in Mutts
Chick-___-A
Make wider
Tiny, to a tot
Sykes of comedy
“To put it
another way ... ”
Scottish
landowner
Designate
From Cardiff, say
XKE maker,
for short
Bringing into play
Singer Griffith
Big name
in printers
Grassy expanse
Post-accident
response, perhaps
Patricia of The
Fountainhead
News write-up
“___ noches ”
Hit the wrong
button, say
“Rikki-Tikki-___ ”

BY VICTOR FLEMING, ROTARY CLUB OF LITTLE ROCK, ARK., USA






































































































































53
54
55
56

Triumphant cry
A long way off
Run things
Ensign-producing
sch.



57 Snow pea holders
58 Generic
soft drink
59 River of
Kazakhstan
J U N E
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60 Head of Paris?
62 WWII vessel
63 “___-hoo ”
(“Anybody home? ”)
Solution on page 18
ROTAR IAN
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last look

JOIN
In this issue, you saw the work
of nine talented Rotarian
photographers, selected
from over 600 entries from
more than 50 countries.
Discuss your best shots
with fellow Rotarians in the
International Fellowship
of Rotarian Photographers.
Join at www.facebook.com
/groups/IFRP1.

DONATE
Steve McCurry was behind
one of the most famous photos
of all time, his 1985 National
Geographic cover image
of an Afghan refugee girl
with haunting green eyes.
McCurry, who worked in
Afghanistan many times,
started the nonprofit
ImagineAsia to help women
and girls in the country by
teaching them to take photos.
Find out more and donate at
www.imagine-asia.net.

Steve McCurry (top left; photo by
Bruno Barbey) is famous for his compelling portraits that bring us the
world. Clockwise from top right:
Nomad, Kham, Tibet, 2004; Hazara
candymaker, Kabul, Afghanistan,
2006; girl with green shawl,
Peshawar, Pakistan, 2002.

facebook.com/rotary
@rotary
rotarian@rotary.org
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Inspiration
AROUND
EVERY CORNER
IN TORONTO

There’s a world of opportunity waiting for you in Toronto, home of the
2018 Rotary International Convention. Join 2017-18 RI President Ian H.S. Riseley
for an unforgettable week of fun, friendship, and discovery as you connect
with Rotarians from around the world.

Take advantage of the limited-time registration
rate of $295* from 10 to 14 June.
Register at riconvention.org.

ROTARY CONVENTION

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

23-27 JUNE 2018

*Registration must be paid in full between 10 and 14 June 2017 to receive the $295 rate.
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This Necklace is
NOT for Sale…
It’s yours for FREE*

No kidding. Only Stauer can give you
200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING.

Y

Lim FR
ite EE
d t Am
ot
he eth
to fir yst
“This necklace is
thi st
s a 250 Nec
beautiful. I could
d o 0 kla
not believe my
nly res ce
eyes...GREAT!”
! pon
—Bonnie
de
rs
Longs, S. C.

ou may think you understood the concept of “priceless” jewelry. For years,
“priceless” meant “astronomically expensive.” Owning “priceless” treasures
was a rare privilege reserved for celebrities, billionaires, and royalty. The best most
of us could do was dream. Until now...

Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release of our FREE*
200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace. That’s right, we said FREE... as in
“priceless.” No charge.* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we’ll send you
this impressive helping of genuine amethyst (independently
appraised at $295) for FREE. We cut the price 100% and you
pay only $24.95, our regular charge for shipping, processing
and insurance...we’ll even pay you back with a $25
Discount Certificate––that’s Better Than Free shipping!

There are no tricks or gimmicks. You aren’t obligated to spend
another dime or dollar with us... although we make it VERY
hard to resist.
Why give away jewelry? We want your attention.
Once you get a closer look at our rare gemstone treasures
and vintage-inspired watches, and once you discover the
guilt-free fun of getting luxury for less, we’re betting that
you’ll fall in love with Stauer. If not? Keep your FREE
Lusso Amethyst Necklace anyway. No hard feelings.

Buy NOW
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A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso
Amethyst Necklace is a 200-carat symphony of smooth
purple genuine gemstones. Each gemstone’s shape and
translucence ignites the velvety, violet hues. The polished
amethysts are hand-strung on double-knotted jeweler’s
thread, and the stunning 18" necklace (with 2" extender)
secures with a gold-finished lobster clasp. Once you wear it,
you’ll see that it hangs with the same weight and elegance
as similar strands that sell for hundreds more.
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Too good to pass up. Too good to last long. Amethyst
is one of the world’s most coveted gemstones and our supply is
extremely limited. We can only offer such an outrageous deal for a
short time every few years. Over 30,000 thrilled customers were lucky
enough to get this promotion last time. We only have about 2500 left
in stock. Call to reserve your FREE Lusso Amethyst Necklace today and treat
yourself (or someone you love) to a brilliant new definition of priceless luxury!

Lusso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw) $249**
Your Cost With Offer Code— FREE*

*pay only shipping & processing of $24.95.
You must use the offer code below to receive this
special free necklace.

1-800-333-2045

Offer Code LAN337-02. Mention
this code for the free necklace.

Stauer

Rating of A+

® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. LAN337-02,
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
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Necklace enlarged to
show luxurious detail.

200 carats of pure luxury
independently appraised at $295†...yours FREE!*
200 ctw of genuine amethyst • Gold-finished spacers • 18"+2" length necklace
* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK, RI,
NH, WV, OR, SC, VA and ID. These state residents will be chargedNecklace
one cent
($.01) to
+ shipenlarged
luxurious
ping & processing for the item. Void where prohibited or restrictedshow
by law.
Offerdetail.
subject to
state and local regulations. Not valid with any other offers and only while supplies last.
This offer is limited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers using the
offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. † For more information
concerning the appraisal, visit http://www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp.
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