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Discover this spectacular 6½-carat green 
treasure from Mount St. Helens!

For almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when

the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St.
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From
that chaos, something beautiful emerged… our spectacular Helenite Necklace.

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green
creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers
worldwide. Today you can wear this massive
6½-carat stunner for only $149!

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite
Necklace puts the green stone center stage, with
a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver 
finished in luxurious gold. The explosive 
origins of the stone are echoed in the flash-
es of light that radiate as the piece
swings gracefully from its 18" luxuri-
ous gold-finished sterling silver
chain. Today the volcano sits
quiet, but this unique piece of
American natural history
continues to erupt with
gorgeous green fire.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the
Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not
completely blown away by the rare beauty of this
exceptional stone, simply return the necklace within
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price.

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr i s ing  Pr ices

JEWELRY SPECS:

- 6 ½ ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain

Meet the Beauty
in the Beast

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL893-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.comStauer®

Helenite Necklace (6 ½ ctw) ..............Only $149 +S&P

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw)...................$129 +S&P

Helenite Set $278 .Call-in price only $149 +S&P
(Set includes necklace and earrings)

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.

1-800-333-2045
Promotional Code HEL893-04
Please mention this code when you call.

Rating of A+

Limited to the first 2200 orders 
from this ad only

“My wife received more
compliments on this stone

on the first day she wore it
than any other piece of jewelry

I’ve ever given her.”

- J. from Orlando, FL
Stauer Client

Necklace
enlarged to
show luxurious
color.

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Helenite Earrings
-a $129 value-

with purchase of
Helenite Necklace
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ne hundred thirteen years ago this month, the four members of Rotary’s 
first club held their first meeting. Although no minutes were kept, it’s unlikely 

anyone talked about service; the club did not begin focusing on the needs of the 
community for another few years.

The meeting was held not in a hotel or a restaurant, but in a member’s office; 
there were, so far as we know, no agendas or announcements, no committee 
reports, speakers, or nametags. The meeting would have failed today’s usual stan-
dards for a productive Rotary meeting most resoundingly. It was, of course, the 
most productive Rotary meeting ever held.

Today, as in 1905, many of us come to Rotary seeking what Paul Harris sought: 
friendship, connections, a place to feel at home. But today, Rotary gives us so 
much more than it could ever have given its earliest members in those earliest 
days. The Rotary of today, more than 1.2 million members strong, lets us feel at 
home not only in a small group of our peers, but also in our diverse clubs, across 
our communities, and indeed throughout the world. Today, Rotary connects us 
all in a way that Paul Harris could never have dreamed on that February evening 
so long ago. Not only can we go anywhere in the world there is a Rotary club and 
feel at home, but we can reach out to anywhere in the world there is a Rotary 
club and make a difference. 

In the 113 years since that first meeting, Rotary has become far larger, and 
more diverse, than those founding members could have conceived. We have gone 
from an organization that was all white and all male to one that welcomes women 
and men of every possible background. We have become an organization whose 
stated purpose is service, reflected in our motto, Service Above Self. And we have 
become not only an organization that is capable of changing the world, but one 
that has already done so, through our work to eradicate polio.

None of us can know what lies ahead for Rotary. It remains for all of us to 
continue to build on the solid foundations that were laid for us by Paul Harris 
and his friends: to forge and strengthen the bonds of service and friendship 
through Rotary: Making a Difference.

D E A R  F E L L O W  R O T A R I A N S ,

O

ON THE WEB
Speeches and news from 
RI President Ian H.S. Riseley at
www.rotary.org/offi ce-president
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Inspiration
   AROUND EVERY CORNER 

The mediation that changed everything
Jim from Oregon witnessed a life-changing event when he attended 
his fi rst Rotary Convention in England, in 1984. After a session that 
included Argentine and British Rotarians discussing confl ict in the 
Falkland Islands  — which helped create a peaceful resolution — 
Jim left amazed by the power of Rotarian mediation. Years later, 
he applied a similar approach to help resolve the Klamath River 
water struggles that were a� ecting dozens of groups near Medford, 
Oregon, USA. In doing so, Jim helped multiple factions fi nd peace and 
understanding — something that wasn’t possible for a long time.  

Find your inspiration at the Rotary Convention in Toronto. 
Register today at riconvention.org.

ROTARY CONVENTION
23-27 JUNE 2018 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA  
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work for the world we  
want. Solving today’s global 
problems begins with each of 
us, and as you noted, together 
we will “rewrite the ending.”

Barbara Gaughen-Muller 
Santa Barbara, Calif.

More dumping, more doing
The November issue was 
chock-full of articles contain-
ing practical and inspirational 
information about the wide 
range of services that clubs 
engage in around the world.

First, I read in the World 
Roundup section about the 
Rotary Club of Bell Ville 
Ideas Unidas in Argentina 
that set up a project to 
transform 100 tons of 
discarded plastic into 
“ecological bricks.” Then I 
read the article about efforts 
by multiple Rotary clubs that 
support the Safe Passage 
program in Guatemala 

[“Fantastic Voyage”]. Safe 
Passage serves a community 
that makes its living off an 
immense garbage dump.

Then questions began to 
dawn on me. How much of 
that dump is made up of 
discarded plastics that could 
be made into “ecological 
bricks”? How many jobs 
could be created for those 
villagers, and how many new 
weatherproof homes could  
be made with these bricks?

I was thinking that  
RI could establish an online 
forum where clubs and 
members could swap such 
ideas. Might RI promote 
sessions to swap ideas or 
projects at the district or 
international level focused  
on specific technologies or 
program needs?

I would be happy to meet 
with like-minded Rotarians, 
in person or online, to pursue 

letters

some answers and get down 
to action.

Richard McCleery 
Durham, N.C.

Editor’s note: My Rotary  
(my.rotary.org) offers multiple 
ways to connect and exchange 
ideas with fellow Rotarians. 
With more than 1,000 
discussion groups, you can 
connect with members who 
share your interests. Rotary 
Ideas (ideas.rotary.org), 
Rotary’s crowdsourcing plat- 
form, helps clubs connect with 
partners for funding, volun-
teers, and in-kind donations.

Music mojo
Editor in chief John Rezek 
began his note in the 
November issue by saying, 
“Of all Rotary’s investments, 
perhaps the most effective are 
the ones it makes in young 
people.” As a member of the 

Make  
lemonade
Thank you, Frank Bures, 
for your column “Could 
Be Worse” in the Novem-
ber issue. Daily we are  
exposed to so much bad 
news, yet we cannot give 
in to pessimism or hope-
lessness. As you wrote, 
negativity is contagious 
and doesn’t allow us to 
hear about the positive, 
including all the accom-
plishments of Rotarians 
around the world. We 
must tell the story of our 

Rotary Club of Vashon 
Island, Wash., I’m involved in 
another worthy investment: 
Music Mends Minds, a 
musical therapy community 
service project for people  
aged 50 and older who have 
neurocognitive diseases and 
stroke and for veterans  
with PTSD.

With my club’s support, I 
started this project two years 
ago to help my then-63-year-
old husband who had 
Alzheimer’s disease in order 
to lift him out of his depres-
sion over the cognitive losses 
he suffered. It helped him, 
and I’ve learned that music is 
more powerful than sports or 
reading to rebuild synapse 
connections and improve 
patients’ moods.

As word of mouth spread 
in my community of 10,000, 
participation grew in our 
Music Mends Minds 
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they would much better 
understand them. While  
your recommendations are 
current titles, I’ve found  
that reading Francis Bacon’s 
1605 Advancement of 
Learning and his 1620 
Novum Organum gave me a 
better understanding of the 
roots of the scientific method; 
and reading Darwin’s On the 
Origin of Species clarifies his 
position on evolution and  
its shortcomings.

All too often, I think we 
repeat what others have said 
over the decades and centu-
ries, failing to take the time to 
read seminal books and find 
out whether what we were 
taught reflects what the 
authors of the masterpieces 
really said.

Phil Matous 
Taylor, Mich.

P.S. I can’t believe someone 
actually eats that “sonofabitch 
stew” mentioned on page 35 
[“On the trail of history”]. 
Wow. I thought I had  
a strong stomach, but I’ll  
pass on that.

The editors welcome comments on  
items published in the magazine but 
reserve the right to edit for style and 
length. Published letters do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
editors or Rotary International 
leadership, nor do the editors take 
responsibility for errors of fact that  
may be expressed by the writers.

Follow us to get updates, share stories with your networks,  
and tell us what you think.

 twitter.com/therotarian
 facebook.com/therotarianmagazine

The Rotarian, One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 USA

WEBSITE  therotarian.com
EMAIL yourletters@rotary.org

sing-along group. We began 
with about 17 participants 
and caregivers, but now our 
weekly sessions bring in  
50 or more. It’s sustainable, 
highly effective, and very low 
in cost. It lifts up Alzheimer’s, 
dementia, Parkinson’s,  
stroke, and wheelchair-using 
participants as they sing, 
whistle, smile, and clap. It  
also boosts every Rotarian’s 
mood to see these results 
every week.

There are now 13 Music 
Mends Minds groups, in 
California, Washington  
State, Manitoba, and the 
Philippines. Check out our 
founding band, the Fifth 
Dementia, on YouTube.  
Two more Rotary clubs, in 
Beverly Hills and Redondo 
Beach, are launching Music 
Mends Minds groups  
this year.

You can invest in finding 
the cure for dementia through 
the fundraising efforts of  
the Cure Alzheimer’s Fund, 
McCusker Alzheimer’s 
Research Foundation, and  
the Coins for Alzheimer’s 
Research Trust. These groups 
are partners in the Alzheim-
er’s/Dementia Rotarian 
Action Group (adrag.org). 
Rotarians globally are 
working to eradicate polio. 
Our dream is that the next 
disease Rotary will eradicate 
is Alzheimer’s.

Amy Huggins 
Vashon Island, Wash.

Third time a charm
I found the President’s 
Message in the September 

issue so inspiring and 
motivating, especially in the 
first paragraph where he says 
that “a big part of what makes 
Rotary great” is “that we can 
be so different and still find 
ourselves so at home to-
gether” at Rotary conven-
tions. I thought back on the 
14 Rotary conventions I’ve 
attended and I felt the words 
of President Riseley ring true 
in letter and spirit.

I’ve been to conventions  
in Canada twice: Calgary in 
1996 and Montreal in 2010. 
What I experienced at  
both was truly the “spirit of  
warm community” President 
Riseley refers to in his 
message about the 2018 host 
city of Toronto. I’m sure the 
convention there will be  
the best of all.

M. Saleem Chaudhry 
Lahore, Pakistan

Acts of kindness
I was taken by your article 
“Kindness of Strangers” by 
Barbara Brotman [December 
2017]. I had similar experi-
ences of kindness when my 
son died nearly three years 
ago, but one encounter 
stands out. In my attempt to 
bury my grief under constant 
motion and dogged effi-
ciency, I called to see if I 
could return his most recent 
order of contact lenses. The 
customer service rep at the 
company was beyond kind, 
offering not only condolences 
but an unexpected ear and 
warm heart. The biggest 
surprise came a week later, 
when a box arrived from the 

company containing a small 
sculpture of a boy and his 
mom, along with a gentle 
and heartfelt note of 
sympathy. It is an example  
of caring turned into action, 
which is what I find so 
fulfilling in my Rotary club. 
Rotary’s opportunities to 
serve and to be an agent  
of kindness toward others 
helped bring me back to  
who I am.

Judy Klein 
Suffern, N.Y.

What is Rotary?
I just read the letter in the 
November issue from Joseph 
Kovarik in Minnesota about 
the struggle to convey to the 
public just what Rotary does 
as an organization and a local 
club. A couple of years ago, 
our club’s PR committee 
came up with a five-word 
answer: People meeting 
people helping people.

Sally Garen 
Canmore, Alta.

Seminal reading
I especially liked the book 
recommendations in the 
December issue [“Maintain-
ing focus”]. You might 
consider making such 
recommendations more 
frequently. I find that if 
people were to read seminal 
books on important topics, 
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editor’s note

The greatest second act of any president in recent 

memory may be Jimmy Carter’s work as a world ambas-

sador of peace. During the past 37 years, he has reimag-

ined what can follow “President of the United States” 

on a résumé. Since leaving offi  ce – where he mediated 

the talks that led to the Camp David Accords between 

Egypt and Israel – he has built houses with Habitat for 

Humanity; established the Carter Center, which fo-

cuses on peace and health issues; and monitored elec-

tions in countries that might otherwise have devolved into civil war. 

In this month’s Rotarian Conversation, the former president, who was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002, tells senior staff  writer Diana Schoberg how he 

gets opposing factions to talk with one another (hint: exploit the basic human 

tendency toward self-delusion). He provides a sobering assessment of free and 

democratic elections around the world – and fi nds disturbing shortcomings in 

the United States. Finally, he reminds us how alike we all are and underscores 

the perils of withholding respect from those we think are diff erent.

For “Waging Peace,” Diana also spent time with Rotarian Mary Ann Peters, 

who, as CEO of the Carter Center, puts the Nobel laureate’s principles into 

practice in the world. With 

three decades of experience 

in the U.S. diplomatic ser-

vice, Peters maneuvers 

adroitly between the worlds 

of advocacy and government.

In 2014, Lauren Markham 

had been writing about the 

plight of unaccompanied mi-

nors fl eeing violence in Central 

America when she attended 

the Rotary Peace Center at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok. � ere she had the 

opportunity to closely study the root causes of gang confl icts in El Salvador. Among 

her classmates, she encountered perspectives she acknowledges she might never have 

discovered by herself. Read more in her essay, “Peace Dividend.” An excerpt from her 

book, � e Far Away Brothers, follows her essay.

When Rotarians take pictures, it’s not to see themselves but to see the world. 

� at’s a very diff erent impulse from what fi lls the digital cloud these days. In 

“Service Above Selfi es,” we celebrate the 90-year history of � e Rotarian’s photo 

contest. Submit your own work for this year’s contest by 15 February.

JOHN REZEK

The Object of  Rotary

THE OBJECT of Rotary is to encourage and foster 
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST The development of acquaintance 
as an opportunity for service;

SECOND High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all 
useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through 
a world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service

The Four-Way Test

OF THE THINGS we think, say, or do:

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and 
 BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotarian Code of Conduct

The following code of conduct has been adopted for 
the use of Rotarians:

AS A ROTARIAN, I will 

1) Act with integrity and high ethical standards 
 in my personal and professional life

2) Deal fairly with others and treat them and their   
 occupations with respect

3) Use my professional skills through Rotary to:
 mentor young people, help those with special   
 needs, and improve people’s quality of life in 
 my community and in the world

4)  Avoid behavior that refl ects adversely 
 on Rotary or other Rotarians

SERVICE ABOVE SELF
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Carter provides a 
sobering assessment 
of free and democratic 
elections around the 
world – and fi nds dis-
turbing shortcomings 
in the United States.
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Visit Costa Rica on a Fully Guided Caravan Tour; Call Now for Choice Dates, FREE Brochure: (800) CARAVAN, Caravan•com

Keel-billed
Toucan

Manuel Antonio National Park

Three-toed Sloth

Capuchin Monkey

Your Costa Rica tour is fully guided from 
start to finish—and all-inclusive—with all 
hotels, all meals, and all activities.

Join the smart shoppers & experienced 
travelers who rely on Caravan.

Your Costa Rica Tour Itinerary

Daystop Overnight Two Nights

Tarcoles River Cruise

Poás Volcano
Cloud Forest Hike

Caño Negro
Wildlife Jungle Cruise

Leatherback
Turtle Park

Arenal Volcano
Hot Springs

Hanging Bridges

Monteverde Cooperative

PACIFIC
   OCEAN

ATLANTIC
   OCEAN

Coffee Plantation
Butterfl y
Garden

Wildlife
Rescue Center

Aerial Tram

Guanacaste
J.W. Marriott Beach Resort

San Bada Hotel

Manuel Antonio
National Park

Fortuna
COSTA RICA

San José

The #1 In Value—FREE Brochure: (800)CARAVAN, Caravan.com

Volcanoes, Beaches & Rainforests—w/ All Hotels, Meals & Activities

“Brilliant, Affordable Pricing”
—Arthur Frommer, Travel EditorDetailed Itinerary at Caravan∙com

Day 5. Hike on the Hanging Bridges. 
Continue to Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast.
Day 6. Free time at your beach resort.
Day 7. Cruise on the Tarcoles River.
Enjoy birdwatching & crocodile spotting. 
Continue to your Manuel Antonio hotel, 
located at the National Park entrance.
Day 8. Visit Manuel Antonio National 
Park. Hike through the rainforest and 
along spectacular beach coves. Enjoy a 
thrilling aerial tram adventure.
Day 9. Return with wonderful memories.
¡Hasta la vista!—Caravan

“All Hotels Were Excellent! There is no 
way I would’ve stayed in such superior & 
sophisticated hotels for the price I paid”
—Client, Salinas, CA

Costa Rica Natural Paradise  9-Day Tour $1295
Choose Your Guided Tour plus tax, fees
Guatemala with Tikal 10 days $1395
Costa Rica 9 days $1295
Panama Canal Tour 8 days $1295
Nova Scotia, P.E.I. 10 days $1495
Canadian Rockies 9 days $1795
Grand Canyon, Bryce, Zion 8 days $1495
California Coast, Yosemite 8 days $1595
Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone 8 days $1395
New England, Fall Colors 8 days $1395

Morpho
Butter� y

Scarlet Macaw Rainforest
Hike

Day 1. Your tour starts 
in San José, Costa Rica.
Day 2. Explore Poás 
Volcano and view inside 
the active crater. 

Day 3. Visit to a wildlife rescue center.
Day 4. Cruise on the Rio Frio into Caño 
Negro Wildlife Refuge. Enjoy a relaxing 
soak in volcanic hot springs.

Chestnut-
mandibled Toucan

Birdwatching

FEB18 - Rotarian Main Conformer_v1.indd   9 12/19/17   4:03 PM

http://RotarianMagazine-US.Rotary.org/rotarian/february_2018/TrackLink.action?pageName=9&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FCaravan.com


With your support, The Rotary Foundation  
helps create a new vision of peace.  
Your gift to the Annual Fund helps people around  
the world discover what peace means to them.

GIVE TODAY: rotary.org/give
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When the PGA wanted to start a 
therapeutic golf program for women 
veterans, it approached Renee Powell, 
a golf pro in East Canton, Ohio, who 
runs teaching programs there and 
around the world. For the 60 women 
veterans who take lessons and play at 
Clearview Golf Club, the game is a 
lifesaver. Many suffer from post- 
traumatic stress disorder, and simply 
leaving the house can be difficult. 
Clearview HOPE (Helping Our 
Patriots Everywhere) gets them out on 
the course. It’s part of the PGA’s 
HOPE golf program for veterans, but 
it focuses exclusively on women. “Golf 
is such a tranquil sport and incredible 
therapy for them. When you hit the 
ball and it goes airborne, it’s so 
uplifting. It gives the women confi-
dence,” says Powell, one of eight 
African-American women to have  
ever played on the LPGA Tour. In 
November, she was inducted into the 
PGA Hall of Fame. Her father, the 
late William Powell, designed, built, 
and owned Clearview. It was the first 
integrated golf course in the United 
States. He built the club after being 
barred from playing at white-only 
clubs in the Canton area. Clearview 
HOPE includes get-togethers and 
fundraisers in the winter, and six 
weeks of instruction and weekly 
games and lessons during the golf 
season. The program has propelled 
women back to school, to better jobs, 
and to better health. “This is the most 
rewarding program I’ve ever done,”  
Powell says, “to use my talents to help 
those who keep us free.”        – ANNE STEIN

RENEE POWELL
Rotary Club of East Canton, Ohio

Game changer
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Listen  
to the music

C O N V E N T I O N

D I S P A T C H E S

Axe of kindness

A prille Weron grew up in the suburbs of Philadelphia; it was, she recalls, “a very privileged 
life.” That’s why, when she heard about Philadelphia’s New Day Center – a Salvation Army-
sponsored drop-in center that helps women and girls being trafficked for sex – she was 

shocked to learn that many of the people who come to the center are from that same area.
“We think that trafficking is something that’s far away,” says Weron, a member of the  

Rotary Club of King of Prussia, Pa. “But some of these girls went to the same schools that  
you and your friends went to.”

Weron, shown at right, and her friend Brooke Williams, at left, a member of the Rotary Club 
of Philadelphia Happy Hour, decided to help raise funds for the center through an unusual ac-
tivity: axe throwing. Held on 14 October, the Salvation Army’s Axe of Kindness 2017 Axe 
Throwing Tournament saw more than 40 community members – including Weron and Wil-
liams, who competed as The Rotaraxers – hurling 1.5-pound hatchets at a target.

“We threw a lot of axes that day,” Weron says. As with darts, the goal in axe throwing is to 
get as close as possible to the bull’s-eye. But the real goal, of course, was to raise funds for the 
New Day Center – which the event did, to the tune of $6,800.

Not only that, but the “Did you say axe throwing?” factor got others interested in the cause, 
Williams says: “Doing events like this is a fun way to raise money, but it also is a great way to 
advertise what we’re doing. It’s a little more attention-getting.”

The proof? When the Philadelphia Happy Hour club heard about the event, members decided 
to organize a second axe-throwing fundraiser for the New Day Center in December, with the aid 
of the Rotary clubs of Conshohocken-Plymouth-Whitemarsh and Philadelphia.              –ANNE FORD

439
Convictions by the  

U.S. Department of Justice for 
human trafficking in 2016

1,500,000  
Estimated number  

of people being trafficked  
in North America

71
Percent of  

trafficking victims around  
the world who are female
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T oronto has a vibrant music 
scene that includes all 
types of venues, from stadi-

ums to small bars, and features 
every musical genre. When 
you’re in town for the 2018  
Rotary International Conven-
tion, from 23 to 27 June, take 
time to hear some live music. 

The majestic Massey Hall 
hosts a mix of classical and 
contemporary music concerts. 
Massey Hall was home to the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
and the Toronto Mendelssohn 
Choir until 1982, when they 
moved to the newly built Roy 
Thomson Hall. 

On 28 June, just after the 
convention, Aretha Franklin is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Sony Centre for the Perform-
ing Arts. It’s worth checking 
the Sony Centre schedule.

The Horseshoe Tavern is 
the best-known small venue  
in the city. Since it opened in 
1947, many famous faces 
have appeared on its stage 
early in their careers, includ-
ing the Rolling Stones, the  
Police, and Willie Nelson. 

Jazz enthusiasts will want 
to check out Jazz Bistro, 
where the music is accompa-
nied by fine dining, and The 
Rex, a decades-old hotel, bar, 
and restaurant where you can 
hear jazz and blues. 

Lovers of Latin music 
gather at the Lula Lounge to 
enjoy salsa bands while eating 
Latin fusion cuisine. Salsa  
instructors offer lessons on 
Friday and Saturday nights.

                       – RANDI DRUZIN

Preregistration discount  
ends 31 March.  

Go to riconvention.org.
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THE ROTARIAN: What’s your 
background? 
LOW: I am a communicator by 
trade. I started in corporate 
communications but always vol-
unteered with the Red Cross in 
Vancouver. The more involved 
I got with the Red Cross, the 
more I realized my values really 

aligned personally with the 
work of organizations like this. 
They do disaster relief but also 
build stronger communities.
TR: You worked for the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies a 
total of six years. What led you 
to leave this work to become a 

Rotary Peace Fellow?
LOW: Over six years at the Red 
Cross Red Crescent, again and 
again as we responded to crises, 
words that kept coming up were 
“climate change.” In the Syrian 
crisis, drought was happening 
in rural areas, and farmers 
moved into the urban centers 

where they were competing for 
limited resources. I remember 
thinking that if I had to be part 
of it I would go back and tackle 
climate change.

Then I received the gift of 
this generous scholarship from 
The Rotary Foundation and the 
opportunity to go to Duke and 
study the nexus between policy, 
environment, climate change, 
and community.
TR: Do you have a specific area 
of study in your program? 
LOW: I am focusing on the link 
between food waste and climate 
change. As food rots in landfills 
it creates methane, which is one 
of the most powerful green-
house gases. In the developed 
world, we all waste food. If I 
don’t waste one banana, that’s 
not a great impact, but if every-
one in my community, everyone 
in my state doesn’t waste, then 
there is greater impact. 
TR: What has been your experi-
ence as a peace fellow? 
LOW: Everything I have learned 
here is elevating my game. 
Coming into this program I 
could write a great story that 
could bring you to tears, but I 
did not understand the science 
and economics behind it. Now 
I understand science and  
economics. I can bring that 
holistic view to drive solutions 
that are truly sustainable. I 
want to mobilize people in ev-
ery community to reduce food 
waste and help build healthier 
environments and secure food 
systems.                        –SUSIE MA

R otary Peace Fellow Linda Low could not have known what world events would bring when 
she took a position as the communications manager for the Europe region of the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in 2015. But shortly after she 

started her new job, the migration crisis began to overwhelm Europe. Low saw the waves of 
migrants and heard their stories firsthand. This challenging experience sparked her desire to 
help communities in conflict and ultimately led Low to the Rotary Peace Center at Duke Uni-
versity and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she is studying the connection 
between the environment and peace.

Low will speak on 10 February at a conference on environmental sustainability and peace 
hosted by RI President Ian H.S. Riseley in Vancouver, B.C. It will be the first of six presidential 
peacebuilding conferences in locations around the world between February and June, focusing 
on the connection between building peace and Rotary’s areas of focus. 

Low spoke with The Rotarian about her work and how the environment affects peace.

T H E  T A L E N T  A R O U N D  T H E  T A B L E

Creating an environment for peace

up front
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For more information on the presidential  
peacebuilding conferences, visit  

rotary.org/presidential-conferences.

For more information on  
peace fellowships, go to  

rotary.org/peace-fellowships.
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Rotary projects around the globe
World Roundup

1

2

1 ] CANADA
The suicides of two local teenagers in 
early 2015 galvanized the Rotary Club of 
Yarmouth, N.S., to devote itself to young 
people by sponsoring leadership camp 
trips, mental health days for middle 
schoolers, nutrition classes, and 
motivational speakers for schools. In 
October the club brought in Mitch Dorge, 
former drummer of Canadian pop-rock 
band Crash Test Dummies. During a 
rhythm-driven rally on 19 October, Dorge 
tackled topics including drinking and 
driving, drug use, and bullying with an 
audience of 1,000 students from two 
high schools. The next day he addressed 
more students at a smaller venue.

“I don’t talk at the kids, I talk to 
them,” says Dorge, whose visit was 
funded by insurance company The 
Co-operators and arranged by a local 
agent, Scott Lutz, a past president of 
the Yarmouth club. Clapping to the 

beat is part of the therapy, Dorge adds. 
“We build this drum rhythm together.”

Working with young people “really 
rejuvenated our club by giving us a 
focus and connecting us hands-on with 
the community,” says Kerry Muise, 
president of the 40-member club. 
Dorge was struck by the club’s devo-
tion: “I couldn’t believe how genuine 
everyone was. I think youth need to 
know they have someone to talk to.”

About 600,000 
Cambodians a year 
suffer severe dog 
bites; as many as 
half the dogs tested 
show signs of rabies.

feb18-14-15-map-v2.indd   14 12/5/17   3:39 PM



 F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  |  T H E  R O T A R I A N  1 5

up front

Nigeria has more than 
2 million internally 
displaced people.

3
5

4

2 ] ARGENTINA
Recognizing the importance of eyesight to learning, the Rotary Club of Rufi no has overseen 
vision screenings for 350 children in four schools in the past three years, 120 of them in 
October. The testing was inaugurated by the Rotary Club of Rosario, says Rufi no Rotarian Javier 
Hernán Enrique Barrientos, who lauds the all-volunteer aspect of the initiative. Barrientos 
and fellow club members, who have spent about $700 in recent years on the screenings 
and donated 20 sets of eyeglasses, work with the Essilor Vision Foundation – which provides 
lenses – to arrange testing by opticians who refer the neediest youths to an ophthalmologist.

5 ] NIGERIA
An increase in refugees, driven from their homes by 
Boko Haram militants, has spurred the Rotary Club 
of Jos Tin City to fund scholarships so 10 female 
students can attend the Home Economics Training 
Institute in Riyom. “The crisis situation has increased 
the number of orphaned children who are fi nding it 
diffi cult to pursue any form of formal education,” 
says club member Arthur Ophiohonren. The club has 
donated about $1,600 for the scholarships, much of 
it directly from members, over the past few years.

4 ] NEW ZEALAND
Crowbars and hammers in hand, a demolition crew from the Rotary Club of Ngamotu 
gutted and refurbished an eight-apartment home managed by the club’s charitable 
trust for the elderly. The club, which until mid-2017 had been the Rotary Club of New 
Plymouth before embracing a Maori name, spent more than $25,000 per unit on the 
two-year initiative. The club paid for new interiors and fi xtures, along with new refrig-
erators, washing machines, and a fresh coat of paint for each of the 400-square-foot 
fl ats, notes Wally Garrett, a club past president.

3 ] CAMBODIA
Since 2012 the Rotary Club of Poipu Beach, 
Hawaii, has teamed with the Rotary Club of Pursat 
to assist Sustainable Cambodia, paying $6,000 
for construction of a preschool building, nutrition 
programs, and part of a teacher salary in rural 
Pursat. On a visit in June to deliver school 
supplies and recreational gear, Craig Nishimoto, 
a veterinarian and past president of the Poipu 
Beach club, also vaccinated about 40 dogs 
against rabies. “In Cambodia they don’t vacci-
nate their pets for rabies,” says Nishimoto. 
Vaccinating dogs also protects people.
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Rotary is tackling one of 
the biggest environmen-
tal and political crises of 

the 21st century – water re-
sources – and to do so, Rotar-
ians are leveraging their ability 
to build connections.

“The water crisis is one of the 
top three crises facing the globe, 
along with HIV/AIDS and 
malaria,” says Aaron Wolf, a pro-
fessor of geosciences at Oregon 
State University and a water 
resources conflict resolution 
expert. “It’s not just waterborne 
illness and ecosystem degrada-
tion; water shortages exacer-
bate tensions in a lot of already 
very hostile parts of the world.”

The Aral Sea basin in Cen-
tral Asia is one such place. 
Changes in the basin have a far-
reaching impact on Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 

Afghanistan, and Iran. River 
diversion that began in the 
1960s, when much of the region 
was part of the Soviet Union, 
has nearly desiccated the salt- 
water lake, once the fourth- 
largest lake in the world. Today, 
rusting ships lie beached on a 
desert contaminated by high 
salinity, and neighboring coun-
tries clash over the limited water 
resources they once shared.

“Central Asia is a tough part 
of the world for hydropolitics,” 
Wolf says, “probably one of the 
most tense of anywhere in the 
world. Since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, a lot of the 
arrangements that had been 
internal suddenly became inter-
national, with all of the complex-
ity and suspicions and tensions 
that go along with that.”

In 2014 and again in 2016, 
Rotary Foundation global 

grants brought representatives 
from those nations together to 
help them navigate the delicate 
territory of diplomacy and 
transboundary conflict resolu-
tion. At the two symposiums, 
held in the Netherlands at the 
IHE Delft Institute for Water 
Education, participants began 
to build connections and to 
communicate in a way that may 
help head off conflict and lead 
to more sustainable water use.

Steve Brown, a past Rotary 
Foundation trustee and past 
president of the La Jolla 
Golden Triangle Rotary Club 
Foundation, learned about the 
Central Asian water crisis from 
leaders of the IHE Delft Insti-
tute, which has had a partner-
ship with Rotary since 2012.

Brown worked with U.S. 
embassies to bring in partici-
pants, mainly public-sector 

officials dealing with water, 
energy, or planning, for the 
first Central Asia Water Sym-
posium. Sessions featured lec-
turers who study water conflict 
management, including Wolf.

The goal of the first sympo-
sium was to help the represen-
tatives see the crisis through 
the perspective of their neigh-
bors. Sessions included role-
playing using a similar 
multinational water basin in 
another part of the world. For 
example, Wolf says, partici-
pants from upstream nations 
took on the roles of down-
stream representatives. Work-
shops also included discussions 
on conflict management and 
presentations on water issues.

“So ideally, as they’re doing 
the training, they’re also hav-
ing conversations around the 
issues that are contentious,” 

Aral Sea neighbors come together to resolve conflicts               over a scarce resource

up front
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Aral Sea neighbors come together to resolve conflicts               over a scarce resource

up front

Wolf says. “But they’re doing 
it in the context of training 
rather than formal negotiation, 
so the conversation can be a 
little freer.”

The initial symposium 
wasn’t intended to solve all of 
the political and environmen-
tal problems of the region; it 
was an effort to brainstorm and 
consider ways to approach the 
problems together.

“For that kind of conversa-
tion, we had absolutely the 
right elements,” Wolf says. “And 
ideally, this is the kind of con-
versation that continues and 
moves forward.”

Brown agrees. “I could see 
that meaningful relationships 
were being established and 
there was a lot of serious 
thought,” he says.

For the second symposium, 
held in December 2016, Brown 

hoped to see two things accom-
plished: to continue the dia-
logue, and to bring in 
representatives from govern-
ments and organizations that 
allocate funds to international 
water-related issues, including 
the World Bank.

“The problems are so large, 
they will take decades and prob-
ably billions of dollars to even-
tually resolve,” Brown says. 
“Rotary is here as more of a cata- 
lyst to move things forward.”

The relationships and con-
nections forged at the first sym-
posium were deepened at the 
second one, Brown says. “On a 
personal level, friendships were 
created between people who 
work in their respective minis-
tries in these different coun-
tries,” he says. “ They can 
actually share ideas.”

                                                   – NIKKI KALLIO
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Clockwise from top left: The shrinking of the Aral Sea has resulted in the collapse of 
the fishing industry and left behind a graveyard of ships. Satellite images from 2001 
and 2017 show the extent of recent shoreline changes. Participants at the 2016 
workshop in the Netherlands built on relationships developed two years previously.

2001

2017
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News, studies, and recent research

up front

Dog ownership can lead to a longer, healthier 
life, say Swedish and U.S. researchers who studied more than 3 million dog- 
owning Swedes ages 40 to 80. They found that dog owners have a lower risk of 
death due to cardiovascular disease during a 12-year follow-up period than people 
who don’t own dogs. Among people who live alone, dog owners fared particularly 
well, with a 33 percent reduction in risk of death and 11 percent decreased risk of 
myocardial infarction compared to non-owners. Increased physical activity and 
social contact may partly explain the results, scientists say.   

Millions of children stop attending school   
as a result of conflict and disaster, according to “Education Uprooted,” a recent 
UNICEF report. Some 27 million migrant, refugee, and internally displaced children 
around the world are not in school. In some nations, undocumented migrants are 
legally excluded from attending public schools; other barriers to education include 
language and cultural differences, as well as xenophobia.  

More trees planted in urban areas means fewer 
hospitalizations for asthma attacks. University of Exeter Medical School researchers 
studied 650,000 serious asthma attacks experienced by residents of thousands of 
urban neighborhoods in England over a 15-year period. The study, published in 
Environment International, found that, in highly polluted areas, adding 300 trees per 
square kilometer was associated with about 50 fewer emergency asthma cases for 
every 100,000 residents.    

Business owners and policy makers can make 
shopping easier if they pay attention to “choice overload.” According to studies  
and meta-analyses by professors at Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of 
Management, too many options can leave consumers unhappy with their purchase 
or so overwhelmed that they choose nothing. The researchers recommend that to 
mitigate overload, companies and agencies should make product information 
simple to understand, not pressure consumers to make quick decisions, and offer a 
grace period to allow purchasers to change their minds.                                 –ANNE STEIN
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After the letters are mailed, the recruiting work isn’t done, 
Tidd says; follow-up is crucial. Tidd and others on the mem-
bership committee make personal visits to those on the mailing 
list, knocking on doors in the community of 34,000.

Tidd also skims the newspaper for notices about people who 
have been promoted. One of the best sources of prospective 
members is the paper’s annual “30 under 35” list of young lead-
ers in Wenatchee. “These are people who are making a differ-
ence,” he says. Each year the club invites the honorees to check 
out Rotary, which has resulted in younger professionals joining 
the club – and inviting their friends as well. “Once you get the 
ball rolling with young people and they are engaged, they have 
friends who are like-minded,” Tidd says.

Tidd also asks club members to bring in their copies of The 
Rotarian each month. The magazines get a new label with in-
formation about the club as well as his personal phone number; 
he then distributes the magazines to local businesses.

Plenty of people say “no, thank you,” but Tidd continues to 
ask. Even if a potential member does come to lunch, there is no 
guarantee he or she will be a good fit for the club. “But how are 
we going to know, ” he asks, “unless we get to know them?”

It’s clear that there are plenty of candidates who are a good 
fit; club membership has increased from 29 to 53 in five years. 
The hard part isn’t finding a pool of qualified and interested 
potential members, Tidd says, it’s going out to get them. “Peo-
ple are not just going to walk in your door,” he says. “You have 
to make a concerted effort to invite them.”                      –SUSIE MA

TEAM SPIRIT:
The Rotary Club of Wenatchee North hosts a youth sports award 
event that has been a mainstay of the community for 48 years. 
The club also supports young people through sports-related 
projects, including funding a softball stadium at the local college 
and volunteering at the concession stand for high school football 
games. This focus on youth sports has helped attract younger 
members to their club. 

Rob Tidd was president of the Rotary Club of Wenatchee 
North in 2012 when membership dropped from 40 to 29. “I 
took it personally,” he remembers.

Tidd and his family had moved to Wenatchee just a few years 
before, and he recalled how as a newcomer, he had wanted to 
meet people and become part of his community. On a hunch that 
others felt the same way, he decided to look through  

the local newspaper, the 
Wenatchee World, for list-
ings of new home buyers 
and stories about new 
businesses in the area.

He writes letters wel-
coming the new residents 
and business owners to 
Wenatchee and inviting 
them to meet other com-
munity members and  
have a free lunch on  
Rotary. “There’s something 
about a personal letter,” he 
says. “An email or a text is 
not going to entice anyone.”

CLUB 
INNOVATION 
Rotary Club of 
Wenatchee North, Wash.
Members in 2012:  29
Members in 2017:  53

Top: Club member Earl Tilly shows  
off his basketball-spinning skills.  

Bottom: Football player Jake Locker  
at the club-supported North Central 
Washington Sports Awards in 2016.

A club does the  
research to find  
new members
INNOVATION:
The club has increased its membership through  
good old-fashioned legwork, with a twist. Membership 
Chair Rob Tidd uses the local newspaper to identify 
potential members, then sends personal letters  
and follows up by meeting recruits in person to 
 invite them to a meeting. 

What is your club doing to reinvent itself? 
Email club.innovations@rotary.org.C
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Abruzzo, Italy 
In August 2016, MASSIMO CASSANELLI 
of the Rotary Club of Bisceglie, Italy, 
was hiking with friends in the hills of 
Abruzzo when he saw Lake Scanno’s 
distinctive heart shape. The region had 
been hit by terrible earthquakes just 
days earlier. Cassanelli says there’s a 
strong connection between Abruzzo 
and his home region of Puglia. “In the 
past, shepherds from Abruzzo used  
to come to Puglia in winter to find a 
better climate with their sheep,” he 
says. Thinking of the devastation of  
the earthquakes, he reflected on how 
Rotary is “ ‘un club dal cuore grande,’  
a club with a big heart, because we try  
to help people who are in need. ”

W H E R E  I N  T H E  W O R L D

feb18-Upfront-panoramic-v3.indd   21 12/14/17   2:49 PM
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HOOK, LINE, AND SINKER
Poles ’N Holes Fishing Derby
Rotary Club of Detroit Lakes Breakfast, Minn.
Local charities 
More than 1,200 fi shing enthusiasts take to the 
ice for a three-hour ice fi shing derby. During 
that time, the contestants can register their 
heaviest catch to compete for a prize. Previous 
top prizes have included an Ice Castle Fish House, 
$2,500 cash, and $1,000 cash.

EVENT: 
HOST: 

WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS: 

10�th

Tell us about your club’s event. 
Write to rotarian@rotary.org 
with “calendar” in the subject line. 

PLACE YOUR BETS
Casino Royale
Rotary Club of Stone Oak, San Antonio, Texas
Stone Oak’s signature service project, FLAG 
(Fitness, Literacy, Attendance, Grades)
The name makes this sound like a night right out 
of a James Bond movie, and the event is certainly 
high on the luxury and entertainment factor, if 
not the espionage and stunts. Along with casino 
games, this fundraiser features wine tasting, 
food stations catered by local chefs, and a 
silent and online auction.

EVENT: 
HOST:

WHAT IT BENEFITS:

 WHAT IT IS: 

COOL IT
PolaRotary Bear Plunge
Rotary Club of Lake Arrowhead, Calif.
Local, state, national, and international charities 
There are three rules for the PolaRotary 
Bear Plunge into Lake Arrowhead’s chilly waters: 
(1) No wetsuits (that’s cheating!); (2) no nudity 
(it’s a family event!); (3) complete submersion 
(brrr!). Participants collect pledges and raise 
money for Rotary and a charity of their choice.

 EVENT: 
HOST:

WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS:

17�th
FINE, FINE WINE
Wine Fest
Rotary Club of Princeton, B.C.
Local charities 
In the middle of winter, a night out mingling with 
friends is exactly what you need to warm the body 
and soul, especially if it involves tasting local 
wines, noshing on appetizers, and competing 
in an exciting silent auction. 

 EVENT: 
HOST:

 WHAT IT BENEFITS:
WHAT IT IS: 

ART DOWN UNDER
Murray Bridge Art Show
Rotary clubs of Murray Bridge and 
Mobilong, Australia
A public art installation celebrating cultural diversity 
and inclusiveness within the community
This art show started in 1987 in a local rowing club 
but has grown considerably and is now held in the Murray 
Bridge Regional Gallery. New this year is a featured digital 
art demonstration. Prizes will be awarded in various 
categories, and all items are for sale.

 EVENT: 
HOSTS:

WHAT IT BENEFITS:

WHAT IT IS:

3�rd

24�th

9�-�25th th
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For three Toronto-area Rotarians,
a successful six-day trek up
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania
in June 2016 was momentous for
several reasons. After a year of
planning and publicizing, Jennifer
Boyd, Ryan Fogarty, and Raffy
Chouljian raised CA$500,000 for
End Polio Now. The climb went
without a hitch, and at the
summit, Fogarty surprised Boyd
when he got on one knee and
proposed. The seed for the
journey was planted in 2011. “At
the District 7070 Conference,
one of the keynote speakers
was a polio survivor, Ramesh
Ferris, who crawled in,” explains
Boyd, who is her club’s president.
“It was the first time I’d seen what
polio was firsthand. It made me
want to make a difference.” After
Boyd participated in a National
Immunization Day in India in
2015, a friend suggested she climb
Kilimanjaro to raise funds for
End Polio Now; within days she
persuaded Fogarty and Chouljian
to come along. They exceeded
their initial fundraising goal
of CA$100,000 in donations. The 
Canadian government and the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
matched it 2-to-1, bringing it to
CA$500,000. Boyd’s next big
project was her September wedding,
where every guest was to receive
a wooden rose with a note that a
$10 donation had been made in
their name – to End Polio Now,
of course. – ANNE STEIN

JENNIFER BOYD
Scarborough Rotary Passport Club, Ontario

Summit meeting
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In mid-1960s Iran, Peace Corps
volunteers made a big impression on
student Abbas Rajabi. Rajabi became
friendly with volunteer Don Laffoon,
who taught in his high school.“We
were not all that different, even though
our cultures were thousands of miles
apart,” remembers Rajabi, now
governor for District 5450 (northern
Colorado) and a member and past
president of the Rotary Club of
Denver Southeast. Rajabi emigrated to
the United States for college in 1967,
eventually going into the real estate
business and joining Rotary. All the
while, the memories of his Peace
Corps friends lingered. So when a
fellow Rotarian asked him if he
would like to help foster cooperation
between Rotary and the Peace Corps,
Rajabi knew where to start.“I wanted
to call Don,” he says.“I tracked him
down in California, and I said,‘Thank
you. You made a great impact in my
life, and I needed to tell you that.’ ” 
Since that conversation, Rajabi has
been encouraging Rotary clubs all
over the world to support the Peace
Corps’ work. At the International
Assembly, he passed out hundreds of
flyers encouraging clubs to find ways
to work with Peace Corps volunteers; 
at a Peace Corps conference, he
spread the word about Rotary. “My
hope is that people realize that in
spite of our looks, our background,
our cultures, we are more or less
the same,” he says. – ANNE FORD

ABBAS RAJABI
Rotary Club of Denver Southeast, Colo.

A teacher’s
lesson spans
the years
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You’re on the go. 
Take The Rotarian with you.

With our new digital edition you can:
• READ  in a new article format designed for

easy viewing on phones and tablets

• SEE  a digital replica of the issue exactly
as it appears in print

• SAVE  the whole issue as a PDF to read
or share offline

• SHARE  articles on social media

myrotary.org/en/news-media/magazines
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W alter Gyger is the very 
model of a modern UN 
diplomat. When I first 

meet him – in the lobby of the  
Intercontinental hotel in Geneva, 
Switzerland – he’s clad in gray trou-
sers, a white shirt with a dark tie, a 
gray sweater vest, and a blue blazer. 
Silver haired and with a trim mus-
tache, he speaks perfect English,  
albeit with a Continental accent.

If you called central casting and 
asked for someone ambassadorial, 
this is who they would send.

A distinguished veteran of the 
Swiss Foreign Service and Rotary’s 
primary representative to the UN 
in Geneva, Ambassador Gyger has 
come to the Intercontinental to escort me 
and some of my colleagues to a fondue  
dinner at the Café du Commerce. After a 
mere two months as a senior editor at The 
Rotarian, I’ve traveled from Chicago to Ge-
neva ostensibly to cover Rotary Day at the 
United Nations. In fact, the three days that 
I spend in Genève (as the Swiss call it) will 
introduce me to the vigorous and transfor-
mational spirit that imbues all things Rotary. 
Walter will serve as one of my guides on this 
revelatory journey. I mean no disrespect: 
Sooner or later, everyone calls him Walter.

At the Café du Commerce – where our 

host is Genève International, a two-year-old 
Rotary club – about 50 people crowd four 
long communal tables. John Hewko, the 
general secretary of Rotary International 
and an honorary member of the Geneva 
club, is there, as is Ed Futa, the dean of the 
network of 30 Rotary representatives who 
work with the UN and other key interna-
tional organizations.

Of course they know Walter. Everybody 
knows Walter. He introduces me to a young 
Swiss woman named Karen Kienberger. 
Assisted by a Rotary scholarship, Karen 
(we’re all on a first-name basis here) is work-

ing toward her doctorate in marine 
biology. Specifically, she is studying 
jellyfish, and though enrolled at the 
University of Granada in Spain, she 
conducts her various experiments 
in Vienna at Tiergarten Schön-
brunn, the world’s oldest zoo.

Karen is representative of the 
smart, vibrant people who gravi-
tate toward Walter. For instance, 
at the dinner I also meet Barbora 
Bruant Gulejova, one of the 
youngest members of the Geneva 
club who, with her PhD in ther-
monuclear fusion, works at 
CERN, the Geneva-based nuclear 
research facility that’s home to the 
world’s largest and most powerful 

particle collider. And then there’s Rebecca 
Tolstoy, the Swedish-born Australian Ro-
tarian who leads Path of Hope, which 
crusades for global solutions to domestic 
violence and human trafficking.

My greatest good fortune this evening 
is sitting with Jean Best and her husband, 
Keith. Jean is one of the champions of 
peace that Rotary will honor at the UN 
this year, and getting to know her and her 
five fellow honorees is one of the main rea-
sons I made this trip. Originally from 
Yorkshire and now living in Scotland – 
she’s a member of the Rotary Club of Kirk-

A concerted effort

by GEOFF JOHNSON

In Geneva, Switzerland, it’s three days of peace and music  
as Rotarians convene at the United Nations
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cudbright, and Keith is a former governor 
of District 1020 – Jean has a broad smile 
and a rich, ready laugh. We hit it off im-
mediately, and when we say goodbye some 
40 hours later, I feel like I’m parting from 
old friends.

I meet the five other honorees the next 
morning at breakfast, after which we walk 
to the vast, neoclassical Palais des Nations, 
which was originally home to the post-
World War I League of Nations. Salle X, a 
large, wood-paneled conference room, serves 
as our home base over the next two days. 
Today the honorees are working on the 
short speeches they will deliver during  
Rotary Day, and a nervous undercurrent 
pervades the room. And because one of the 
honorees, Alejandro Reyes Lozano, mainly 
speaks Spanish, a translator’s voice hums 
constantly in the background.

Alejandro has spent the last several 
years successfully brokering peace in war-
torn Colombia, yet he betrays none of the 
solemnity or weariness you might expect 
after such a prolonged and dangerous en-
deavor. At first blush, his fellow honorees 
are similarly unassuming. Ann Frisch of 
White Bear Lake, Minn., advocates for  
using unarmed civilians to protect people 
in areas of violent conflict, a concept she 
first successfully implemented in southern 
Thailand. Safina Rahman, a hard-nosed 
defender of workers’ and women’s rights in 
Bangladesh, graciously addresses each  
of us as “Brother ” or “Sister. ” Taylor Cass 
Talbott – currently of Oregon, where she 
makes functional, fashionable, and whim-
sical art from reused materials – once lived 
in the slums of Pune, India, fighting to  
improve waste pickers’ lives. The son of 
parents who emigrated from India to  
Africa to England, Kiran Singh Sirah, who 
now calls Tennessee home, is the spiritual 
descendant of the wily tricksters of folk-
lore, a man who conspires to use stories 
and humor as a “force for good. ”

The six honorees work on their 
speeches under the guidance of a speech 
coach. She’s like a conductor leading an 
orchestra, using dramatic gestures to di-
rect the cadences, emphases, and pauses 
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The Rotary Foundation’s Investment CommitteeThe Rotary Foundation’s Investment CommitteeThe Rotary Foundation’s Investment CommitteeThe Rotary Foundation’s Investment Committee
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preferably with a CFA or CAIA designation, be fluent preferably with a CFA or CAIA designation, be fluent preferably with a CFA or CAIA designation, be fluent preferably with a CFA or CAIA designation, be fluent preferably with a CFA or CAIA designation, be fluent 
in English, and be a resident of  North America. in English, and be a resident of  North America. in English, and be a resident of  North America. in English, and be a resident of  North America. in English, and be a resident of  North America. 

CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:CANDIDATES SHOULD CONTACT:
Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer Eric Jones, Rotary’s Chief Investment Officer 
at (847) 866-3015 or Eric.Jonesat (847) 866-3015 or Eric.Jonesat (847) 866-3015 or Eric.Jones@@Rotary.org.Rotary.org.Rotary.org.@Rotary.org.@@Rotary.org.@

THE LEARNING CENTER PUTS THE TRAINING 
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For more on this year’s honorees, see 
page 62, and for photos and video from 
Rotary Day at the UN, go to www.rotary 
.org/en/peace-focus-rotary-day-un.
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within each speech. “Silence is your 
friend! ” she exhorts.  Ed Futa rises from 
a couch and offers a suggestion: “Less 
words and more passion! ”

That night at the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, Walter helps kick 
off the opening ceremony on the eve of Ro-
tary Day. He marvels at the large, diverse 
crowd – “Looking around me, I can only 
say wow! ” – and invokes Mahatma Gandhi: 
“There is no pathway to peace. Peace is the 
pathway. ” With that he welcomes everyone 
to Geneva, “the capital on this pathway 
called peace. ” Following a long roster of 
speakers, the evening concludes with a pro-
gram of Tchaikovsky and Brahms per-
formed by the United Nations Orchestra 
in Geneva.

By auspicious coincidence, Rotary Day 
at the UN – 11 November 2017 – is the 
99th anniversary of the end of World War 
I. The day’s theme, enunciated by Rotary 
International President Ian H.S. Riseley, 
is “Peace: Making a Difference. ” Back in 
Salle X, the six honorees make their final 
preparations. Their jitters have vanished, 
and they dance in a tight circle chanting, 
“I will remember my silences and my 
pauses between words. ”

Inside the Assembly Hall, some 1,200 
people from 85 countries await. A third of 
them are under the age of 35. The honorees 
have morphed into giant-killers, and each 
of their two-minute speeches is a triumph. 
At their conclusion, the audience rises for 
a prolonged ovation.

It’s the only standing O in another long 
day filled with speeches and workshops, 
yet as the hours pass, people only become 
more energized. Paul Netzel, the trustee 
chair of The Rotary Foundation, reminds 
people that “throughout Rotary’s history, 
we’ve proven that you don’t need to be a 
diplomat to build peace. ” Futa – “I have 
no script, folks. Get used to it! ” – extem-
porizes: “Peace needs to be lived, rather 
than preached. ” Center stage, the six peace 
honorees spontaneously pose for a selfie. 
Riseley, Hewko, and Netzel step into the 
frame. Invigorated, 1,200 Rotarians stream 
out into the Geneva rain.

Back in my hotel room, I ponder the 
events of the past 48 hours. My thoughts 
wander back to the fondue dinner of two 
nights before, which, in retrospect, set the 
tone for everything that followed.

As the dinner at the Café du Commerce 
progresses, Walter divests himself of 
blazer, vest, and tie and drapes a white 
scarf around his neck, completing the 
transformation from dignified diplomat 
to Swiss bon vivant.

Diego Carneiro, the Brazilian cellist and 
peace advocate who leads the Ecuador Youth 
Orchestra, arrives at the café with his wife 
and collaborator, Isabel Rodríguez. She’s 
from Ecuador, and they live in Quito. 
They’re bound for the airport, yet here they 
are, drinking wine and eating fondue. Wal-
ter cajoles Diego into unpacking his cello. 
Diego sets up in a cramped doorway and 
passionately plays two Bach pieces, eyes 
closed, head thrown back, long hair swaying.

Now Diego convinces Isabel to stand up 
and sing. She complies. Leaning against the 
back wall, her long dark hair falling over her 
shoulders, she begins with “Carinhoso, ” a 
lush Brazilian love song, whose lyrics, trans-
lated into English, beckon: “Come feel the 
warmth of my lips seeking yours / Come 
quench this passion that devours my heart. ”

Her second song, a bossa nova, elicits a 
happy murmur. Everyone immediately rec-
ognizes “The Girl from Ipanema. ” Isabel 
sings the original Portuguese lyrics:

Ah, por que estou tão sozinho?
Ah, por que tudo é tão triste?
Ah, a beleza que existe
A beleza que não é só minha,
Que também passa sozinha.

“I was told to play for two hours, ” says 
Diego, and everyone laughs. He’s joking, but 
no one would object if he weren’t. If music 
be the food of peace, play on.  n
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IT’S A CRISP, SUNNY DAY IN LATE OCTOBER, and school groups are touring the Jimmy 

Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta. They see the Bible that the 39th U.S. 

president took his oath on, a campaign ledger, and a mockup of the Oval Office 

– as well as his diploma in square dancing, a “Peanuts to President ” game board, 

and a Marvel comic with the Carter family joining Captain America in saving 

energy. At the end of the exhibit is Carter’s Nobel Peace Prize, which he received 

in 2002 in recognition of his decades of work advancing peace and human rights. 

“This is the biggest award in the world, ” one of the field trip leaders explains to 

the elementary school students. Then she puts it into terms they will understand: 

“This is bigger than the Super Bowl MVP, believe it or not. ”

Perhaps she should have mentioned his two Grammys.

Carter has spent his life fighting for peace: brokering the 1978 peace talks 

between Egypt and Israel that led to the Camp David Accords, paving the way 

for a nuclear pact between the United States and North Korea in 1994, and 

monitoring elections in Panama, Nicaragua, Venezuela, and other places where 

the ballot box became an alternative to civil war. During his time in office, from 

1977 to 1981, the United States was not involved in any wars.  

In a disarming interview, the former U.S. president 
weighs in on the battle plan for peace, the challenges to free elections 

at home and abroad, and the lessons of a life of service

JIMMY CARTER

[  THE ROTARIAN CONVERSATION   ]
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to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
as well as conflicts in Sudan and South 
Sudan, Syria, and Liberia; it’s also working 
to combat the rise in violent religious ex-
tremism and Islamophobia in Europe, the 
Middle East, and the United States.

On other fronts, the Carter Center has 
formed a task force on disease eradication. 
The only one of its kind in the world, it 
analyzes data to ascertain which diseases 
could be eradicated from the entire world. 
The center is focusing on eradicating 
Guinea worm disease and regionally elimi-
nating five other diseases: river blindness, 
trachoma, schistosomiasis, lymphatic fila-
riasis, and malaria.

“I might say if Rotary wasn’t leading 
that fight to eradicate polio now, the Carter 
Center would – it’s the kind of thing that 
would be very exciting for us, ” Carter says. 
“We’re very proud to see the progress that 
Rotary has had with that. ”

Carter knows the power of service or-
ganizations well – he’s a member of the 
Lions club in his hometown of Plains, 
Georgia, and a past district governor. And 
for more than 30 years the Carters have 
dedicated a week each year to volunteering 
with Habitat for Humanity.
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Carter spoke with senior staff writer 
Diana Schoberg by phone from his home 
in Plains on Halloween. Still very involved 
in the community where his family has 
lived since 1833, he planned to go down-
town that night to join other local leaders 
in greeting trick-or-treaters.

THE ROTARIAN: The Carter Center describes 
itself as waging peace. If peace isn’t merely 
the absence of war, describe the battle 
for peace.

CARTER: We take peace not as a dormant 
situation, but as one to be fought for – 
like winning an armed conflict. We try to 
be aggressive in order to bring about that 
goal. We are not constrained at the Carter 
Center by policies of the United States 
government, although we have to comply 
with the law. We deal with people who are 
outcasts, or unsavory. I’ve been to North 
Korea three times, and I’ve probably spent 
more than 20 hours with their top leaders 
talking about the prospects of peace. 
We’ve also continued to deal with both 
Palestinians and Israelis. We have a rela-
tionship with the president of Sudan, 

For the past 37 years, Carter has been 
redefining what it means to be a retired 
president – and the country’s longest-lived 
one at that, having surpassed Herbert 
Hoover (who lived 31 years after leaving 
the White House). During his presidency, 
Carter made a commitment to human 
rights the cornerstone of his foreign pol-
icy; he and his wife, Rosalynn, continued 
that emphasis when they founded the 
Carter Center in 1982. The center’s pro-
grams revolve around two main themes: 
peace and health.

“We feel that there’s a human right of 
people to live in peace, ” he told The Rotar-
ian. “We feel it’s a human right to have a 
modicum of health care, to have a decent 
place in which to live, to have a chance to 
have an education, to have freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion and the 
right to elect your own leaders. ”

The center has observed 105 elections, 
including recent contests in Liberia, Kenya, 
the Philippines, Zambia, and Guyana, and 
it has worked with the United Nations and 
other groups to develop standards for 
democratic elections. When democratic 
avenues fail, the center mediates armed 
conflicts. It is currently involved in efforts 

Left: Carter, with his wife, Rosalynn, and their 
daughter, Amy, at the 1980 Democratic National 
Convention. Right: During the 1976 presidential 
campaign, Carter made the advancement of human 
rights a cornerstone of his foreign policy, a cause 
he continues to champion today.
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Omar al-Bashir, who the United States 
refuses to deal with. We try to probe ag-
gressively to find ways to bring about a 
peaceful understanding between adversar-
ies, but I always make a point to get per-
mission from the White House before I 
embark on such an adventure.

TR: How do you work with people who are 
arguing with each other?

CARTER: I wrote a book, Talking Peace, 
about that. People who are at war, or a 
couple with a marital difference that leads 
to divorce, or parents who are alienated 
from children, or students divided on a 
campus – all have a difference of opinion 
that they can resolve.

When I founded the Carter Center, I 
wanted it to be a little Camp David, where 
I negotiated with people who were at war. 
But I soon found that sometimes when 
two sides were fighting in a civil war, they 
didn’t even want me to talk to the other 
side – they despised their adversaries that 
greatly. So instead of negotiating, we dis-
covered that we could appeal to them by 
taking advantage of a basic premise of 
politics, and that is self-delusion. We 

would go to the generals of the two sides 
separately and say, why don’t you let us 
come in and help you hold an honest elec-
tion – we’re sure that the people of your 
country will choose the right person to be 
the leader. And since both sides thought 
they would be victorious in a peaceful 
election if we were in charge of it, they 
would go along with it. So we’ve now done 
more than 105 elections in the world, each 
without trouble, and many of  them 
brought about by adversaries who found 
an election to be a better alternative than 
continued combat.

TR: Is there something that you’ve learned 
monitoring elections that would surprise 
our readers?

CARTER: We’ve found that the United 
States doesn’t meet the criteria for the 
Carter Center, because our elections are 
not conducted properly here. We don’t 
have one central election commission that 
makes the decisions for our country – we 
have counties that decide exactly how 
people vote and what time they vote. The 
Carter Center requires uniformity in the 
whole country.

In most countries where we work, we 
require that every candidate who is quali-
fied have an equal chance to present their 
proposals to the public, with uniform ac-
cess to the public news media and to the 
people’s minds. We try to minimize the 
impact of financial contributions within 
an election, not always successfully.

The United States has changed from a 
democracy to something of an oligarchy 
in the last few decades; the candidates 
who seek to be president have to raise a 
minimum nowadays of $200 million  
before they can hope to receive the Demo-
cratic or Republican nomination, and 
then a lot more later, when they run 
against the opposite party’s candidate.

TR: What would the United States have to 
do to fix its election system?

CARTER: The main thing is to have public 
financing. When I ran for president in the 
general election against incumbent Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, he and I raised a total 
for the general election of zero. We didn’t 
go to anybody and ask for a campaign 
contribution. When I ran against Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, again we got zero money 

Left: In 1978, as president, Carter orchestrated 
peace talks between Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat (left) and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin (right). Right: The talks served as a model 
when the former president and his wife founded  
the Carter Center in 1982.
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raised subsequently about the integrity of 
the election, you’ve got the electronic sys-
tem that has given you an opportunity to 
have very early tabulation and then you’ve 
got the paper system to substantiate the 
accuracy of it. We don’t have that in our 
country, except in rare places. There’s no 
uniformity at all in America. I’m not criti-
cizing my country, I’m just pointing out 
some possibilities for improvement.

TR: In its mission statement, the Carter 
Center recognizes that because it is tack-
ling difficult problems, failure is an “ac-
ceptable risk. ” Why?

CARTER: When we began our work, we de-
cided that we would be nonpartisan in 
nature, and we decided that we would not 
duplicate what other people were already 
doing well. If the United Nations or the 
United States government or Harvard 
University was taking care of a problem, 
we wouldn’t get involved in it. Instead, 
we’d fill vacuums in the world. Another 
thing that we decided, which is what you 
just mentioned, is that we would not be 
afraid of failure. If we think that some-
thing is worth doing, we make an all-out 
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effort – even if we don’t have any assur-
ance at the beginning that we’ll be success-
ful. We’ve had some disappointments and 
we’ve had to change our priorities on some 
occasions, but that’s led us into some of 
the most fruitful things that we’ve done.

TR: Can you give us an example?

CARTER: Addressing Guinea worm, or dra-
cunculiasis, was one of those that seemed 
hopeless. There was no known cure or 
successful treatment for it. It was found 
in 21 different countries. It was found in 
isolated villages that had no connection 
to one another. Often, ministers of health 
had never heard of the disease. It was one 
of  those problems that nobody else 
wanted to address, so we had a chance to 
fill a vacuum. We had no assurance of suc-
cess because until we began, there was no 
effective way to correct the problem. 
We’ve come a long way. We still face some 
unforeseen developments, but we are re-
solved to succeed. We’ve cut the number 
of cases of Guinea worm from 3.5 million 
the first year [1986] to 27 so far in 2017.

TR: You’ve been very close to eradicating 

from any private contributor. We just used 
the box on the federal income tax form 
that each taxpayer could check to contrib-
ute. Nowadays every vote is not the same. 
The candidates rely on very wealthy peo-
ple to help them become a nominee and 
be elected president, and then they’re ob-
ligated to those financial contributors 
when they get into office. The wealthy 
people get more wealthy and the powerful 
people get more powerful and the average 
person doesn’t have an equal influence on 
the American government anymore.

TR: Techniques to influence elections have 
evolved beyond stuffing ballot boxes. We 
are now seeing hacking and social media 
algorithms affecting outcomes. How is the 
Carter Center responding?

CARTER: The Carter Center is studying the 
voting process. In many other countries, 
even in a nation like Venezuela, they have 
a voting system where you indicate your 
preference by a touch screen, and that’s 
transmitted to the central headquarters. 
Then you look at the screen and if it’s how 
you want it, you punch a button and it 
prints out a paper ballot. If a question is 

Left: The Carters have volunteered with Habitat for 
Humanity for more than 30 years. Right: Carter 
received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002 for his  
decades of work resolving international conflicts 
and advancing human rights.
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Guinea worm for a while, just like Rotary 
has been very close to eradicating polio. 
What has made it so intractable?

CARTER: We had a surprising development 
in the country of Chad a few years ago. 
We had zero cases of Guinea worm in 
Chad for nine years and all of a sudden 
we had another very small outbreak and 
we found that dogs were involved with 
transmission, and almost everybody who 
lives along a particular river in Chad has 
a dog. We’ve had to deal with this new 
outbreak just like you’ve had some set-
backs with polio, but we’re not giving up.

TR: Being president of the United States 
would seem like the pinnacle of a person’s 
career, but after you left office, you went 
on to become one of the most respected 
humanitarians of our time. What did  
your work as president teach you?  
And was there anything that you only 
learned later?

CARTER: When I was president, I learned 
about the interrelationships between 
countries and the differences between the 
people who live on the earth. I learned 

about problems like the threat of nuclear 
destruction, and we had a first glimpse of 
global warming at that time. I learned how 
important peace was: I was lucky enough 
to have kept our country completely at 
peace while in office – we never dropped 
any bombs or launched any missiles or 
fired any bullets.

Since I ’ve been out of  the White 
House, I’ve had much more intimate re-
lationships with individual people than I 
ever did when I was president, particularly 
with people in foreign countries.

TR: When meeting regular citizens, what 
has made the biggest impression on you?

CARTER: We tend to underestimate folks 
who have an average income of only one 
or two dollars a day, who don’t have good 
educations or decent homes. We think 
they’re inferior to us in some way because 
they haven’t provided for their families as 
we have. When we deal with them on a 
personal basis, we soon learn that they’re 
just as good as we are, they’re just as intel-
ligent, just as ambitious, just as hard-
working. Their family values are just as 
good as ours. We also learn that their 

perspective on life is different from ours, 
often because of the circumstances in 
which they’ve been born and raised. But 
we learn to respect them just as much as 
we respect ourselves.

TR: If you could do one thing to make the 
world a better place, what would that be?

CARTER: The only time the human race has 
ever attempted to bring into reality the 
finest moral and ethical values of all the 
great religions was right after the Second 
World War, after 60 million people were 
killed. We organized the United Nations 
to guarantee that disputes would be  
resolved as they arose. That hasn’t hap-
pened. We still have multiple wars. Three 
years later, in 1948, the United Nations 
adopted the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights, which guaranteed  
people equal rights. Those two things have 
been a dream or ideal or vision or aspira-
tion or an inspiration, but they haven’t 
been realized. I would mandate that  
disputes be resolved peacefully and that 
the declaration be implemented. That’s 
what I pray for, and that’s what I hope will 
eventually happen. n

Left: Carter visits patients with lymphatic  
filariasis, a disease the Carter Center is working  
to eliminate in several countries. Right: Carter  
has written 30 books, including A Call to Action, 
released in December 2014.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MARY ANN PETERS is a master class in the 
art of diplomatic responses. Asked about her most difficult 
assignment, the former U.S. ambassador responds that 
“difficulty and challenge are two sides of the same coin. ” 
Pressed on the impact that U.S. President Donald Trump 
is having on the country’s ability to make peace, she says 
– after noting the nonpartisan nature of the Carter Center, 
where she is now chief executive – that administrations 
of both parties have relied disproportionately on the mili-
tary since 11 September 2001, and she hopes the current 
administration will capitalize on other means to pursue 
its objectives. Speaking about negotiating on behalf of the 
Carter Center, she notes: “I like to think that we’re very 
useful to the government, because we can and do engage 
with people who a government that represents so many 
perspectives in the fabric of democracy can’t always engage 
with, ” adding, “I’m saying that very diplomatically. ”

Peters is able to put her astute communication skills, 
along with the cross-cultural savvy she developed during 
30 years with the U.S. State Department, to good use at 
the Carter Center. Since 2014, Peters, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Atlanta, has led the organization in advanc-
ing human rights and fighting disease through projects such 
as monitoring elections, mediating international conflicts, 
and working to eliminate diseases such as Guinea worm.B
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“She’s a fabulous communicator and absolute pro in 
the diplomacy field, with decades and decades of experi-
ence, ” says Martha Brooks, a fellow Atlanta Rotarian who 
met Peters through their membership in the Belizean 
Grove, a group of influential women that includes Wall 
Street executives and Army generals. Brooks is a retired 
aluminum company executive and past chair of the 
Carter Center Board of Councilors, a group of civic lead-
ers that advocates for the center’s work in Georgia and 
beyond. She calls Peters “an interpreter of the world. ”

Peters is in many ways different from her boss, former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter, who, with his wife, Rosa-
lynn, founded the Carter Center in 1982. He grew up 
on a farm, she in the suburbs; he’s a Southerner, she’s a 
Yankee. But she’s like Carter in her desire to be engaged 
in her community.

“She’s CEO of the Carter Center but she comes to 
Rotary every Monday, ” says Bob Hope, an Atlanta Ro-
tarian who has monitored elections in Nepal on behalf 
of the Carter Center. “She must be out of the country 
sometimes, but I’m not sure when because she’s always 
there, smiling, shaking hands, and making alliances for 
President Carter. Carter is open about what he says 
and that sometimes rubs people wrong. She bridges it, 
and she does it in such a friendly and warm way. ” 

Rotarian Mary Ann Peters will draw from her three decades 
as a diplomat to lead the Carter Center into the future

WAGING PEACE

by DIANA SCHOBERG
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doing things that no one had given us permission to do. ”
Mementos from her years in the foreign service deco-

rate her office at the Carter Center. Her “brag wall ” in-
cludes photos of Peters with President Clinton and 
Secretaries of State Madeleine Albright and Colin Pow-
ell. On one wall hangs a woodcut of Narragansett Bay 
in Newport, R.I., where she served as provost of the U.S. 
Naval War College from 2008 to 2014.

Peters’ background as an educator is evident when she 
talks about diplomacy. On the notes she had prepared for 
her interview, she scrawls out “DIME ” – an acronym for 

“diplomacy, information/intelligence, military, economic ” 
to explain the options a government has to exercise its 
power. “As a diplomat, of course, I believe that talking is 
better than shooting. ” To make her point, she paraphrases 
Winston Churchill: “‘Jaw, jaw, is better than war, war’ –  
I suppose it rhymes if you’re an upper-class Brit like 
Churchill was. I believe it with every fiber of my being. ”

She’s full of maxims like that one: “A diplomat an-
swers twice and says nothing. ” “A diplomat can tell you 
to go to hell in such a way that you look forward to the 
trip. ” “A diplomat is an honest man sent to lie abroad for 
his country. ” Or one she made up herself: “A diplomat 
never insults anyone by accident. ”

The transition from provost of the Naval War Col-
lege to CEO of the Carter Center, an institution whose 
motto includes the words “waging peace,” wasn’t as big 
a leap as it sounds. The college has a master’s program 
in national security and strategic studies – “and the 
greatest security of all, of course, is peace, ” she says. 
When Oz Nelson, then the chairman of the Carter Cen-
ter board, introduced Peters to the staff, he joked that 
the organization would have a new motto: Peace or Else! 

“I thought that was great, ” she says.
The cross-cultural skills she gained as a diplomat 

make her right at home leading the Carter Center; she 
likens managing people to negotiating mini-treaties. 

“It’s about advocacy, ” she says of the role of a diplomat. 
“It’s about words, it’s about navigating cultural differ-
ences. It’s about firmly remaining American while un-
derstanding better than you could in Washington 
what’s going on where you are, and how that’s likely to 
affect what the United States wants to accomplish. ”

Hope, who also sits on the Carter Center’s Board of 
Councilors, says Peters’ discipline shows in whatever she 
does. “Particularly in a political environment where the 
funding for the Carter Center comes from countries all 
over the world, being diplomatic and being friendly and 
knowing how to deal with people is critical, ” he says. 

“And she just knows how to do it. ”

Peters got an early start in her international career. 
She understands the value of programs such as Rotary 
Youth Exchange: She herself spent a year in Paris during 
her time as an undergraduate at Santa Clara University. 

“It’s not only what you learn, ” she says. “It’s the fact that 
you’re the one who got on the plane, and so therefore you 
actually become the confident person you wanted to be 

– or at least you think you are and you act that way, so 
nobody knows the difference. ” That works in both direc-
tions: She recalls meeting a Muslim leader in Bangladesh 
who told her that he could never be anti-American be-
cause he had been on an exchange program and lived 
with a family in Pennsylvania.

After receiving her master’s degree from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, she 
launched her career as a U.S. diplomat. Fluent in seven 
languages, she had assignments in Germany, Russia, 
Bulgaria, Canada, and other countries. President Bill 
Clinton named her U.S. ambassador to Bangladesh in 
2000, a position she held until 2003.

It was a difficult assignment, she says. Bangladesh, one 
of the most densely populated countries in the world, 
suffers from terrible poverty. Her stint in the majority-
Muslim country spanned 9/11, and U.S. foreign policy 
goals drastically changed while she was there. Her  
team began meeting with local religious leaders to get 
their support for aid programs the U.S. government  
was conducting. In meeting with the imams, she  
says, “We were trying to follow the rules, but we were  

Peters leads the Carter Center in its work to eliminate 
diseases such as river blindness in Nigeria.
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As she talks, she picks up a Four-Way Test paper-
weight. At the Carter Center, she says, “we’re action 
oriented and data driven, and that reminds me of the 
first question of The Four-Way Test: Is it the truth? ” 
And like Rotary, she says, the center is nonpartisan and 
based on universal values such as compassion, equity, 
and respect for human dignity.

Another of the Carter Center’s principles is that it 
doesn’t duplicate the work of others; that’s why it isn’t 
involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS or polio, for 
instance. Instead, it has tackled a list of often largely 
unknown diseases. “When I first got here, I was going 
around chanting ‘schistosomiasis, lymphatic filariasis, 
dracunculiasis,’ ” Peters says, to help her remember the 
unfamiliar names. Which brings her to another of the 
center’s principles: These are difficult problems in dif-
ficult places, and if you’re going to be bold and take 
them on, you must see failure as an acceptable risk. 

“That’s what really sold me on going full speed ahead to 
try to get this job, because I thought it was so honest 
and so brave to put that out there. ”

President Carter is 93 years old and Rosalynn Carter 
is 90, and while the Carter Center must prepare for the 
day when its founders are no longer around, the center’s 
reputation, built on that of the former president, is firmly 
in place. To help ensure the center remains true to its 
principles, Jason Carter, the couple’s eldest grandson and 
a former Georgia state senator, was recently elected chair 
of the board of trustees. “They have positioned us as well 
as we can be, ” Peters says.

As the Carter Center moves into the post-Carter 
phase, Peters “does have an enormous task, ” Hope says. 

“When President Carter comes into a room, everyone 
is abuzz. She’s tried to figure out how to institutional-
ize his reputation and what he’s done. She and Jason 
have done a really nice job of transitioning the opera-
tion into something that will be less dependent on him 
as a personality. I think she’s the right person at the 
right time for them. ”

As she discusses the future of the center, the ding of 
a meeting reminder sounds from Peters’ computer. 
She’s graciously let the interview go well beyond its 
allotted time, and now she needs a few minutes to pre-
pare for her next appointment. She’ll be having a con-
versation about a risky new role the Carter Center may 
play in a country whose peace process is complicated 
by politics, history, terrorism, and nationalist groups. 
But taking a risk where others can’t or won’t is in the 
DNA of the Carter Center. That will continue with 
Peters at the helm. n

Peters joined Rotary shortly after moving to Atlanta. 
Some of the first people she met in town were Rotarians, 
and she was impressed when she heard what they were 
doing. The Atlanta club is very active in human traffick-
ing issues, and when she arrived in September 2014, the 
Carter Center was already working with the Rotarian 
Action Group Against Slavery on a world summit to end 
sexual exploitation that was held the following spring.

She says she continues to discover synergies between 
the work of Rotary and the Carter Center; she recently 
met with Rotarians for Family Health and AIDS Pre-
vention to consider adopting their family health day 
methodology for the Carter Center’s work to eradicate 
malaria and lymphatic filariasis, the disease that causes 
elephantiasis, from the island of Hispaniola.

Nonprofits such as Rotary and the Carter Center are 
the right groups to eradicate disease, she says, because 
the U.S. government must deal with annual budgets 
subject to approval by Congress, which doesn’t always 
consider the long-term societal costs and benefits of such 
work. “They can’t do it financially, and frankly, they can’t 
do it politically, because an administration lasts at most 
eight years, ” she says. “It really seems to me that it’s our 
job to make these commitments and then to rope in 
governments and other funders as we can. ”

Peters became CEO of the Carter Center in 2014.
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ike the technology we use to take photographs,  The 
Rotarian magazine’s photo contest has evolved over 
the past 90 years. Our first contest, in 1928, asked 
readers for their vacation photos. In 1941, a new cat-

egory was added for color photography. Some years our 
contest had a single theme, such as “Rotary in Action” (1974) 
and “Service Above Self ” (2006); other years, it featured cat-
egories, such as “This Is Rotary” and “This Is My Country” 
(1961). Photographers no longer send us their submissions 
through the mail as prints or slides; instead they upload their 
digital images – often, photos they’ve taken using cellphone 
cameras and selfie sticks. 

Through it all, Rotarians have turned their cameras on 
the world to tell Rotary’s many stories. We’ve seen breathtak-
ing landscapes, expressive images of people, and inspiring 
shots of Rotary projects. As Pulitzer Prize-winning photo-
journalist and 2014 contest judge David Hume Kennerly put 
it, “There’s no more potent weapon on earth than a concerned 
eye behind a camera.”

The deadline is approaching for this year’s photo contest. 
Find some inspiration in these shots from years past and 
send us your entry by 15 
February. Your photo could 
be the one that inspires 
Rotarians in years to come.

Enter The Rotarian’s 2018 
photo contest at  

on.rotary.org/Photo2018.

SERVICE 
ABOVE 

SELFIES
90 YEARS OF THE ROTARIAN ’S 

PHOTO CONTEST

L
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Opposite page, from top:  Christopher John  
Imperial; Alban Saliaga; Mikhail Kapychka;  
Margriet Ruurs. This page, clockwise from top 
center: Shou-i Lin; Boone Thomson; Shashikant 
Mehta; Arthur M. Prentiss.
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Opposite page, clockwise from top left:  J. Benson 
Ball; Howard W. Rollins; Peter Vogelaar; Jatin Patel. 
This page, clockwise from top center: O. W. Olson; 
Michel Faizandier; Elissa Ebersold.

What are you drawn to? If 
you’re interested in sunsets 
or bridges or animals or 
cityscapes – these things 
are heavily covered. Clichés 
can be OK. Just do some-
thing with it. Whether it’s 
through light, framing, or 
composition, you want to 
make your picture special.
KATHY RYAN
Director of photography for the New York Times Magazine
and our 2015 photo contest judge

“

”
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I always look for the unusual angle, the 
imaginative composition, the color, and the 
contrast. Cropping a large scene to reduce  
it to its essential ingredients is a final step. 
DON BRENNAN
1960 photo contest judge

“

”
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Clockwise from top left:  Michel Darbellay; Terry Ip; 
Spencer Callahan; Chuck Connor; Daniel Wherry; 
Eliška Kojanová; Anthony Riggio; Tom Thomson.
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 2015

ADOLFO CASABLANCA
editor of Vida Rotario, 1973

Clockwise from top center:  Nick Phillips; Milosz 
Reterski; Bervin Johnson; Thomas Fame; Benson Tim-
mons; John Greengo; Cindy Hautanen; Kevin Jenkins.

 Try to capture a feeling of 
movement. This is not always 
easy because photography 
assumes a moment of repose, 
even though the subjects are 
in movement. It helps if the 
picture appears to be taken 
by surprise, not posed.

“

”
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ust before heading to the Rotary Peace Center at Chu-
lalongkorn University in Bangkok as a peace fellow in 
2014, I had started to think about writing a book. For 

several years I had been reporting on issues faced by unaccom-
panied minors – young people, most of them from Central 
America, who cross into the United States without papers or 
parents. I wrote one article, then another, then another; each 
time, instead of finding answers, I arrived at more questions. 
The number of these child migrants crossing into the United 
States had doubled each of the previous two years. Why were 
they coming? What was compelling them to flee their homes? 

I work at a school in California that serves immigrant students. 
At Oakland International High School, I oversee programs that 
address students’ social and emotional needs; we provide after-
school programs, therapists, medical services, and assistance 
navigating the immigration system. In February 2014, as I was 
finishing an article on unaccompanied minors, one of our teachers 
mentioned that many of his students had upcoming immigration 
court dates. We conducted an internal survey and found that of 400 
students at our school, 60 were unaccompanied minors. All 60 were 
in deportation proceedings; none had lawyers. (Today, three years 
later, more than 100 students – over 25 percent of our student 
body – are unaccompanied minors.) I had been reporting on this 
issue around the country, and it was right there in front of me. 

A few months later, as I arrived at the peace center at Chula, 
this issue exploded into the headlines. Suddenly everyone was 
talking about unaccompanied minors. Between lectures, I fol-
lowed the news. Most of it went along these lines: Children were 
crossing the U.S. border by the thousands; the government had 

nowhere to put them; this was a crisis, and we had to do some-
thing about it. Depending on the media outlet, the definition of 
“something ” differed substantially.

But what about the more complex questions of why and 
how those children had arrived in the United States? What 
were their lives like beyond the sensational headlines? 
What were their stories? I didn’t see many articles that grappled 
with these questions, so I decided to take them up on my own. 
In fall 2017, after several years of reporting, my book, The Far 
Away Brothers: Two Young Migrants and the Making of an Ameri-
can Life, was published.  

Writing a book requires time and space away from normal life 
to wrestle with the magnitude of the material and the complex 
questions it provokes. A writer needs to challenge her own per-
spectives and assumptions, and that is what I did at Chula. 

A writer also needs to research like mad. During my summer 
at Chula, I studied and mapped the root causes of the gang 
conflicts in El Salvador that had led to the child exodus. The 
gangs had started in Los Angeles, I knew, and had been ex-
ported to El Salvador when thousands of young people were 
deported in the 1990s. But there was much more to learn. Dur-
ing the 1980-92 civil war, the U.S. government provided 
training, funding, and weapons to the Salvadoran government 
forces – forces that perpetrated some of the most horrifying 
brutalities of the period. Atrocities such as the 1981 El Mozote 
massacre – in which government troops massacred hundreds 
of men, women, and children suspected of being guerrilla sym-
pathizers – caused many Salvadorans to flee their country. 

Many of the guns supplied by the United States during the 

PEACE DIVIDEND
A Rotary fellowship challenged a writer’s perspective 
and helped bring her idea for a book into focus

by Lauren Markham

J
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civil war are still in use in the region. El Salvador also has one of 
the highest homicide rates in the world. In September, nearly 15 
people a day were murdered in a country of just over 6 million. 
In 2011 – a year the murder rate was more than 65 per 100,000 
people, which translates to almost 12 a day – high numbers of 
Salvadoran kids began to flee their country. When you compare 
the homicide rates with the numbers of unaccompanied minors 
arriving in the United States, you see that the exodus of young 
people follows the same trajectory as the violence. 

What one might think of as the “border crisis ” is a complex, 
long-standing crisis of history, violence, economics, failed inter-
vention, and botched policy. My book, and the themes I would 
need to address in it, became more complicated and ambitious. 
But the research I was able to do at Chula, and my conversations 
with the other peace fellows, allowed me to think about what the 
book might be and how I might responsibly write it. 

Looking back, my time at Chula was an exercise in getting 
beyond the headlines. At the time, Boko Haram was terrorizing 
northern Nigeria – and here was Esther Sule, the headmistress 
of a school there, who spoke about the impact that situation 
had on her students and on her own life. Arshi Hashimi, a 
professor from Pakistan, talked about the radicalization of 
young people and the role of the government and the law in 
combating such radicalization. Another classmate from Paki-
stan, a lawyer named Shabnam Nawaz, became a good friend. 
She insisted that the vilification of Islam had a part in radical-
ization, a perspective to which many of us had been blind. At 
the same time, I noticed that Shabnam tended to speak of 
America as a monolith; from my experience, I could explain 

how “America ” is not one single place or set of beliefs at all. 
It wasn’t only the fellows from abroad who challenged my as-

sumptions. Jeff Runyan, from Colorado, also became a dear friend. 
As the director of missions for Focus, a Catholic student mission 
group, he had conservative views that were often completely dif-
ferent from my own. And yet he was a social justice warrior, a 
force for good in the world, from whom I learned a great deal. 

By the time I landed back in California and started the 2014 
school year, unaccompanied minors had started to fall off the 
media’s radar. Yet the kids kept coming. Before the first surge in 
2011, about 7,000 used to cross each year. In 2014, the year 
President Barack Obama deemed the influx “an urgent humani-
tarian situation, ” more than 57,000 arrived. By 2016 the number 
had ticked up to more than 59,000, and although it dropped 
sharply in the first half of 2017 (perhaps in response to the 2016 
presidential election), it has since gone up again. 

My hope is that my book [excerpted on the following pages] 
tells a nuanced story of young people who are fleeing the violence 
of their home countries – without sensationalizing them or their 
experiences. The “far away brothers ” I write about came to the 
United States, above all, in search of peace. n

Since 2002, the Rotary Peace Centers have trained more than 1,100 
Rotary Peace Fellows who now work as leaders in government, NGOs, 
law enforcement, education, justice, and other roles. Interested in 
learning more about how you can support the peace centers or apply 
for a fellowship? Visit rotary.org/peace-fellowships.
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hat summer night in 2013, before he left El Salvador for the United States, 17-year-

old Raúl Flores lay restless, listening to a pack of dogs howling into the dark. The 

same thing had happened the previous two nights. The town dogs barked now and then, but 

this seemed different – a prolonged chorus of howls and saw-toothed yips. He felt sure the 

sounds weren’t made by dogs at all but by prescient spirits, warning of things to come. It was 

nine days since Ernesto, his identical twin, had left. [All names have been changed.]

The next afternoon Raúl got in a car with his Uncle Erick; his mother; his sister, Maricela; 

and Maricela’s little daughter, Lupita. In his backpack was a gift that his father had promised 

would keep him safe: Prayers for El Niño Divino, the Divine Child. They met up with the coyota, 

Sandra, the Mexican woman who had helped Ernesto escape. Raúl hugged his mother goodbye 

and looked at her one final time. She was crying. Maricela bounced Lupita on her hip and told 

her brother to take care of himself.

“I’ll bring them there,” Sandra said, mother to mother. “Don’t worry, I will.”

They got in the car, shut the doors, and the driver shifted into gear.

T

Like my brother before me
It’s dangerous enough fleeing El Salvador for the United States 
without members of your own family hunting you down

An excerpt from The Far Away Brothers by Lauren Markham
Illustrations by Loris Lora
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rnesto woke up in Sandra’s house 
– in Las Aguilas, a neighborhood in 

Mexico City – and Sandra was gone.
“She left, ” explained the elder daughter. “An-

other trip from El Salvador. ” But she’d be back, 
the girl explained, in a few days, and then she’d 
take Ernesto to the northern border. She mo-
tioned for him to help himself to breakfast.

When Ernesto called home, Maricela 
picked up. She handed the phone to their fa-
ther, who said a prayer for him by way of 
greeting. Ernesto asked to talk to Raúl.

“He’s already gone, ” his father explained.
“Gone where? ”
His father gave him the news. He’d left that 

very morning for San Salvador with Uncle 
Erick. “He’s on his way. ”

Ernesto hadn’t expected them to actually 
send Raúl north – not yet, anyway. His heart 
had skipped a beat when Raúl told him it 
might be best if he came, too. The guilt of the 
situation agitated him: What if Uncle Agustín 

thinks I’m you? Their uncle was still furious 
that Ernesto had left. It was tough enough 
fleeing to the north without members of your 
own family hunting you down. 

And if something happened to Raúl on 
the road? He’d been lucky making it this far; 
sending his double here too seemed to be 
testing fate.

At the same time, he couldn’t wait to see 
his brother. They hadn’t even said goodbye.

Sandra was gone, Raúl was gone, but Er-
nesto didn’t put two and two together until 
Sandra called his phone. “I’m with your 
brother, ” she said. He let out a sigh of relief.

He didn’t mind being stuck in Sandra’s 
house for a few more days – there was food, 
a clean bed, a shower, a TV, and Sandra’s two 
daughters. He was especially drawn to the 
elder daughter, Fernanda, with her long, thick 
hair, dark eyes, and brash confidence. Unfor-
tunately, she had a boyfriend – not that 
Ernesto thought he stood a chance with her, 

E
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as a ragamuffin kid from El Salvador. Still, a 
few more days here wasn’t so bad.

Mexico was hotter than El Salvador, and the 
heat swelled the house, making everything hazy 
and slow. Ernesto spent the days wiping sweat 
from his brow, eating food the daughters made 
him, and avoiding Sandra’s son, who in any case 
stayed in his room most of the time, not seem-
ing to do much of anything. On Sunday the 
kids’ father came over and made breakfast for 
everyone, making sure to prepare a plate for 
Ernesto. They didn’t ask him much about him-
self – they knew better, it seemed, than to pry.

A few days later the phone rang. Fernanda 
picked it up; it was Sandra. Ernesto, from 
his spot on the couch, heard Fernanda’s voice 
go tense.

“What happened? What’s wrong? ” he asked. 
On the other line he could hear the frantic 
voice of the coyota.

Fernanda didn’t answer him. She hung up 
the phone and turned around to walk upstairs. 
He could tell something had gone wrong.

“What happened? ” he asked again. She 
didn’t answer him.

rom San Salvador, Sandra directed 
the driver along the back roads to the 

Guatemalan border. Like Ernesto, they crossed 
through an official if remote checkpoint, where 
an officer waved them through after Sandra 
showed some papers. (“Just visiting. ”) They 
continued on into the thicket of Guatemala.

Sandra and the driver chatted like old friends, 
twisting the radio dial every now and again in 
search of a good song. Raúl felt embarrassed 
about his status as cargo; he just stared out the 
window. It was so quiet, and so little moved on 
these isolated roads, the darkness outside 
shrouding the whole world from view. It made 
him nervous and, despite how tired he was, he 
couldn’t sleep. “Don’t worry, just relax, ” Sandra 

said from the front seat. “Nothing’s gonna hap-
pen. We’re fine. ” They drove on for a while 
through the blank stillness of the night, and he 
tried to settle in. Suddenly, Sandra gasped.

“¡Dios! ” the driver whispered. They had 
come to a roadblock where a large black truck 

pulled out in front of them, and an officer in 
uniform motioned for their car to come to a stop.  
In the back of the truck were about 10 men, all 
in uniforms and each clasping a machine gun.

An officer approached the car and bent 
over to talk into the window. “We’re anti-
narcotic officers, ” he said. “We need you to 
come with us. ”

Raúl stiffened. He didn’t think they had 
drugs in the car, but he had no passport, and 
he assumed they would know from his accent 
that he was from El Salvador.

The driver shifted their car into gear, and 
they followed the truck off the main road into 
a dim thicket with little light, no houses, and 
no traffic.

The same officer approached again, a pho-
tograph in hand. He held it up to Raúl’s face. 
“Yep, ” he said, nodding, and flipped it around. 
“This is you, right? ”

It was the photo of him, Maricela, and Er-
nesto wearing their dressiest clothing and grave 
expressions at their ninth-grade graduation.

“Get out, ” the man ordered.
Raúl stepped out of the backseat, trembling. 

One of the officers grabbed him and threw 
him down, pressing his face into the ground 
with his boot. Raúl could hardly breathe. “Your 
uncle hired us, ” the man said, then bore down 
his boot even harder.

Mexico was hotter than 
El Salvador, and the heat 
swelled the house, making 
everything hazy and slow. 

F
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They weren’t police at all but henchmen 
of his Uncle Agustín. Or maybe they were 
both? The paranoia in Central America and 
Mexico is vast, but so are the criminal net-
works that inspire it – truth and fear caught 
up in a tangled dance.

The men ordered Raúl to pull off his shoes 
and strip off his pants and shirt. They yanked 
out his shoelaces and tied his wrists behind 

his back, facedown in the dirt, and did the 
same to the driver. Two men took Sandra 
away into the darkness. Raúl could hear her 
crescendoing screams, the shouts and grunts 
of the two men, the driver’s frenzied prayers, 
and the wicked pounding of his own heart.

“Please, ” the driver pleaded. One of the 
men cracked him so hard across the head 
with a metal pipe that Raúl thought for sure 
the driver would end up dead.

The men shook their guns toward Raúl 
and laughed.

This is where I die, he thought.
“Where’s the money? ” the officer asked. 

Raúl had brought an additional $2,000 or 
so – something they either knew for sure, 
or assumed, because migrants always trav-
eled with cash. Sandra was holding on to it. 
They rummaged through her stuff and 
found the cash.

“Please? ” Sandra said. “Leave us just a little, 
to get out of here? ” Raúl was shocked she’d 
dare to ask, but they threw a few bills her way.

As quickly and mysteriously as they  
had appeared, the men retreated into their 
cars, and the cars retreated toward the main 
road and into the night. It was now just the 
three voyagers again, far from anything, their 

money gone, and, they noticed, the wheels of 
their car now missing. Sandra put her clothes 
back on, wiped her face, and then untied Raúl 
and the driver.

“Are you OK? ” Raúl asked her.
She just handed him his clothes. Oh my 

God, oh my God, oh my God, the driver kept 
saying. Sandra and Raúl said nothing.  
Raúl pulled his clothes back on. With their 
shoelaces now broken, their shoes flopped 
open as they trudged into the forest. They 
spent the night there, none of them sleeping 
much. Raúl knew it was sheer luck that he 
wasn’t dead.

He guessed Agustín had been tipped off 
about him leaving and intercepted them 
along Uncle Erick’s escape route to El Norte. 
Or perhaps Erick, who had arranged the es-
cape of Raúl and Ernesto and many others, 
was trying to rip their family off of a bit more 
cash? Maybe it was the usual migrant profi-
teering, people taking advantage of those out 
on the road, knowing that they were almost 
certain not to report these episodes to the 
police. But then why the mention of his 
uncle? And the photo? He was certain that 
the attack was Agustín’s handiwork, to teach 
the family a lesson: I’m boss, I’m in charge – 
run as far as you will, and I’ll find you.

The next morning, when the sun had 
risen enough to light the wooded area where 
they’d hidden, they took stock. All three 
looked as if they’d already spent months 
outside, their clothes dirty and their faces 
streaked with mud. The car was ruined, but 
the cellphone worked. The driver, they de-
cided, would stay behind with the car, but 
Raúl and Sandra would press on. They 
walked to the road, Raúl’s shoes barely stay-
ing on. Sandra called her daughter. “A bunch 
of gangsters caught us, ” she said, her voice 
tight. “Don’t worry, we’re OK. We’ll take the 
bus. We’ll be there soon. ”

It took two days to work their way north 

The men shook their guns 
toward Raúl and laughed.This 

is where I die, he thought. 
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on buses, with not enough cash for anything 
but the tickets, not even food. Sandra 
soothed Raúl. “Don’t worry, ” she said, “we’re 
on our way, we’re OK, we’ll be there soon. ” 
She had fully collected herself, pushing on-
ward as if nothing had happened. Raúl 
wondered if maybe this wasn’t the first time 
she’d been attacked. He was jumpy, every 
loud noise triggering a jolt through his brain. 
He tried to fall asleep. As they moved from 
the outskirts into the thicker traffic of Mex-
ico City, he sat up at attention. Ernesto was 
somewhere in this massive maze, waiting.

hen Raúl showed up at the door of 
the house in Las Aguilas, he was 

dirty and shaking, his clothes practically fall-
ing off in scraps. Ernesto grabbed Raúl and 
began, uncharacteristically, to cry. As if they’d 
swapped identities, Raúl just stood there, 
showing no emotion.

Sandra went straight to the kitchen and 
prepared some food, as if it were any regular 
day. When the meal was ready, she called the 
boys in and went to clean herself up. Ernesto 
set a plate down in front of his brother: 
scrambled eggs, spicy sausage, and those thin 
cat-tongue tortillas.

Raúl ate slowly and hardly at all. Between 
labored bites, he told his twin what had hap-
pened. “It was Agustín, ” he said.

“How do you know? ”
“ They had a photo. The one from 

graduation. ”

Ernesto was silent for a while. It was his 
fault: He was the one Agustín wanted. He 
teared up again. He’d always taken care of his 
brother – he was the elder, after all, even if 
only by 12 minutes – and now he’d failed.

“Here, ” he offered softly. He gave his one 
change of clothes to Raúl.
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They spent another few days in Las Agui-
las while Raúl and the coyota got their energy 
back.

“You guys look exactly the same! ” Fer-
nanda said. Now that her mom was back 
safely, she didn’t seem worried about what 
had happened: occupational hazard, for one, 
and her mom herself had brushed it off, as 
though they’d simply hit bad weather or had 
an unhappy accident.

“No we don’t! ” they said in unison.
Seeing that it annoyed them, Fernanda 

teased them about how alike they looked for 
the rest of their stay. Raúl could see that Er-
nesto had a crush on Fernanda, for which he 
didn’t blame him. But he was too tired to 
think about love.

After a few days, they hopped a north-
bound bus with Sandra to Reynosa: the  
final border.
 

hey traveled 15 hours due north out 
of the city and through northern 

Mexico, where the scenery moved from fe-
cund green to desert. Raúl silently prayed for 
no more bad encounters, while Ernesto 
looked steely-eyed out the window, braced for 
disaster – the one he felt he deserved, after 
what had happened to his twin.

As they entered Reynosa, they both no-
ticed how poor it looked: not rural poor, like 

their home, La Colonia, and not city poor, 
like San Salvador, but somewhere in be-
tween. The air was riddled with fine dust, 
and children ran along the crumbling road-
side without shoes. Houses and businesses 
jostled for space. This was the border zone: 
the last stop, the final crossing point into 
the United States.

The bus wove its way through the outskirts 
and into the city center, the roads thickening 

T
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Adapted from The Far Away Brothers: 
Two Young Migrants and the Making of an American Life
Copyright © 2017 by Lauren Markham
Published by Crown, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC

with the sludge of traffic. Raúl could see Texas 
from here, right there across the bridge. Its 
proximity seemed ridiculous.

Luckily, the twins didn’t know about any 
of Reynosa’s particular dangers. To them, all 
of Mexico was a threat.

Sandra walked with them to a small garage 
with some mattresses on the floor and a card 
table. A few migrants, mostly young men and 
a few teenagers like them, were already inside.

Sandra wouldn’t be crossing with them, but 
she’d wait in Reynosa until she heard they 
were safely on the other side. She gave them 
a hug. “Don’t worry ” – she motioned to the 
safe house floor – “you’ll be just fine. ”

But she made sure they still had her num-
ber “just in case. ” She gave them a pen and 
instructed them both to write it in the lining 
of their pants. Then she said goodbye.

Ernesto and Raúl claimed an empty mat-
tress and lay there all day. Their fellow travelers 
intimidated them – who knew what they 
were running from? Every so often more mi-
grants were let into the safe house, and then 
the door was promptly shut and latched. By 
nightfall, more than 20 people were packed 
into the little garage. They had food, at least. 
One lady cooked in a small outdoor kitchen, 
and periodically someone called on one or 
two of the migrants to carry in plates: eggs, 
tortillas, beans. For two more days, the twins 
lay on their mattress, languishing in the heat, 
waiting to be told it was time to move.

The single bathroom was upstairs. A faucet 
jutted out from a tiled area where you could 
bathe, using a few flimsy bits of soap. The 
second day Raúl went upstairs to take a 
shower, leaving Ernesto in the packed room.

“Help me out back? ” one of the coyotes 
asked him, the guy who, by his firm tempera-
ment and imposing stature, appeared to be 
the boss.

Ernesto obliged, jumping to his feet and 
following the man outside toward the kitchen.

Twenty minutes later Raúl returned 
downstairs, cleaned up, but Ernesto was gone. 
After a while he walked back in through the 
door, ash-white. Ernesto settled down onto 
the mattress in the fetal position and, despite 
the heat, pulled a sheet up over his head.

Raúl tried to get his attention. “What? 
What happened? ” But Ernesto wouldn’t look 
at him, and Raúl shrugged it off. Ernesto 
stayed silent for the rest of the night and 

through the morning, only the slight up-and-
down motions of his chest beneath the sheet 
signaling to Raúl that he was alive.

“Tonight, ” one of the coyotes announced 
the third afternoon. They’d cross tonight. 
The atmosphere in the room shifted in-
stantly: People reshuffled the items in their 
small bags and sat alert, mentally preparing 
for the next gust north.

Around midnight, the coyotes marched 
the group of about 20 migrants down to the 
Rio Grande. The men pulled the first of two 
inflatable rafts from the bushes and pumped 
it up with quick huffs. The twins watched the 
raft’s silhouette rise. On the other side, just 
as they’d been told, was the United States of 
America. The coyote ordered the first group 
to board the raft. “Get in, ” he said. Raúl and 
Ernesto stepped aboard, their weight sinking 
the soft bottom into the water. They could 
make out their own dark shapes against the 
river. The coyote pushed off, and they were 
afloat, adrift, on their way. n

Ernesto looked steely-eyed out 
the window, braced for disaster 
– the one he felt he deserved.

feb18-Markham-Excerpt-ver11.indd   55 12/13/17   11:07 AM



Your Legacy,
Rotary’s Promise

Your annual gifts to The Rotary Foundation are helping 
people around the globe live better lives today.

Planning a gift to Rotary’s Endowment supports these 
same life-changing programs forever.

Learn how the next century of service begins with your 
Rotary legacy at rotary.org/legacy.
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For producer Jonathan Cavendish, 
Breathe was not simply another 
project. The film, which debuted  
at the Toronto Film Festival in  
September, was a chance to honor 
his parents.

Breathe tells the story of Jona-
than’s father, Robin Cavendish, who 
contracted polio in 1958 at the age 
of 28. Doctors first told the elder 
Cavendish, who was paralyzed from 
the neck down and dependent on a 
respirator, that he might survive 
three months. When he outlived 
that prognosis, they told him he 
would spend the rest of his life in a 
hospital bed. Instead, aided by his 
wife, Diana, he left the hospital to 
live at home, helped design a wheel-
chair with a respirator, and traveled 
with his family. He lived for 36 
more years.

“My father’s mantra was quality 
of life,” explains Jonathan Caven-
dish. “He could have stayed in the 
hospital, but he didn’t think that 
was as good a life as he could man-
age. He would rather be two min-
utes away from death and living a 
full life.”

A British producer with more 
than 20 films – including Bridget 
Jones’s Diary and Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age – to his credit, Caven-
dish thought the story of his  
parents would make a good movie. 
He asked William Nicholson, who 
had written the screenplay for Glad-
iator, if he would be interested in 
the project.

“He’s a very good writer and 
therefore a very expensive writer, so 

Polio on the  
silver screen
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to pay him upfront would have required 
third-party financing,” recalls Cavendish. 
“He said, ‘I’d love to write that, but on 
one condition: that is, that you don’t pay 
me until and unless the film happens,’ be-
cause he didn’t want anyone else to own 
or control the film other than myself and 
my mother. ”

For the next seven years, the two met 
once or twice a year as their schedules  
allowed, with Nicholson revising and 
Cavendish giving feedback.

Eventually, Cavendish took the script 
to his friend and colleague Andy Serkis, 
an actor noted for his work in motion-
capture performance (Gollum in the Lord 
of the Rings films and Caesar in the recent 
Planet of the Apes series). Serkis and  
Cavendish partnered to form Imaginar-
ium Studios.

Cavendish knew that Serkis was inter-
ested in directing, and that he also had a 
personal connection to disability issues: 
His mother worked with disabled chil-
dren, and his sister has multiple sclerosis.

Serkis read the script and suggested 
that one important element of the story 
was being underplayed: The Cavendishes 
were truly pioneers. Perhaps because he 

F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S  O F  T H E  R O T A R I A N

February 1981 The Rotarian hosted its first photo  
contest 90 years ago (see page 38 for images from years past). Through-
out its history, The Rotarian has also featured the work of famous 
photographers. In our February 1981 issue, pioneering photojournalist 
Lucien Aigner – a longtime member of the Rotary Club of Great Bar-
rington, Mass. – reflected on his career, which included “candid camera ” 
portraits of celebrities and statesmen of the 1930s including Winston 
Churchill, Marlene Dietrich, Albert Einstein, Adolf Hitler, Mohandas 
K. Gandhi, and Benito Mussolini. Aigner’s photo of piano virtuoso  
and Polish statesman Ignacy Jan Paderewski was The Rotarian’s first 
black-and-white cover since 1912.

Previous page: Robin Cavendish at home. 
This page: Jonathan Cavendish (left) on the set 
of Breathe with stars Andrew Garfield and Claire 
Foy and director Andy Serkis.
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had lived the story, Cavendish hadn’t fully 
realized the breakthroughs his parents  
had achieved.

“Andy pointed out to me that nobody 
had ever done this before – nobody had 
ever lived outside the hospital with that 
degree of disability,” recalls Cavendish. 
“[My parents] were both so modest that 
until we started doing the research, we 
hadn’t realized the extraordinary effect 
that his legacy had on so many people all 
over England and all over Europe. ”

In approaching the story of his parents, 
Cavendish knew there were potential traps 
on all sides.

“I wanted to be very careful because, 
obviously, it was very important to not 
mess it up. I didn’t want to overstate any-
thing. Most disability stories are a bit de-
pressing, and I wanted to make the film 
because I felt that my parents’ story wasn’t 
depressing; it was rather the opposite. ”

Cavendish sees the film as a love story, 
but he knows that it also has an important 
message about people with disabilities.

“Most disabled people want to be 
treated exactly like everyone else, but they 
also want the playing field to be level,” he 
says. “They need help. They need society 
to get its act together in terms of access 
and travel and resources and all of that. ”

                                                 – HANK SARTIN

Paul A. Netzel
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

On 23 February, Rotarians will celebrate 
World Peace and Understanding Day – the 113th 
anniversary of Rotary’s founding.  

Peace has been at the core of our organization 
from its earliest days. We established the Fourth 
Object of Rotary in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 
1921. We were in London when the seeds were 
sown for what became UNESCO after World 

War II. In Havana in 1940, we adopted a resolution calling for “freedom, 
justice, truth, sanctity of the pledged word, and respect for human rights,” 
which became the framework for the United Nations’ Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1948.

We were active in the formation of the United Nations. In 1945, almost 50 
Rotarians served as delegates, consultants, and advisers at the San Francisco 
Conference when the UN charter was written. Today, almost 73 years later, 
Rotary maintains the highest consultative status with the United Nations of 
any nongovernmental organization. A number of our Rotary Peace Fellows 
work in UN agencies. Rotary’s representatives to the UN also host a Rotary 
Day every November to celebrate our partnership for peace.

Today we also have a new partnership with the Institute for Economics and 
Peace, which was founded in Australia by tech entrepreneur Steve Killelea. 
The institute emphasizes what is called positive peace, based on eight  
“pillars”: a well-functioning government, a sound business environment,  
equitable distribution of resources, acceptance of the rights of others, good 
relations with neighbors, free flow of information, high levels of human  
capital, and low levels of corruption.

Between now and June, we have the opportunity to participate in  
Rotary President Ian H.S. Riseley’s Presidential Peacebuilding Conferences in  
six cities across the world. Take a look online at rotary.org/presidential-
conferences. We will continue to explore how the eight pillars of peace align 
with our areas of focus. 

We also are joining with the University of Chicago to host Pathways to 
Peace, a series of talks featuring leading scholars, practitioners, Rotary Peace 
Fellows, and thinkers in the field of peace and conflict prevention and resolu-
tion. Watch the first one, which was held in September, at bit.ly/2j9cSUh. 

Together with our partners, we will work to establish ourselves as  
global thinkers and leaders to advance understanding, goodwill, and  
international peace.

Let us work together on this journey.

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  C H A I R

I want to hear about  
your peacebuilding projects.  

Share with me at  
paul.netzel@rotary.org.
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To Be Determined
½ h - 7" × 4.4375"

Across 
 1 Café inventory items
 7 Comey’s org., once
 10 Watchdog’s warning
 13 Hire
 14 Russia’s ___ 

Mountains
 15 Sound of wonderment
 16 Hedy of Ecstasy
 17 Plunging dress part
 19 Carrier products,  

for short
 20 Was dishonest with
 22 Ancient Andean
 23 Poor Richard’s  

Almanack item
 24 Pop-up breakfast fare
 25 Google ___
 28 Here-there link
 29 Lone Star State sch.
 30 Eye-stinging
 32 Hoops great Thomas
 34 Old Olds auto
 37 ___ of Rotary  

took place on  
23 February 1905

 40 Cool, in ’50s slang
 41 Ready to draw, as beer
 42 A Tale of Two Cities 

heroine ___ Manette
 43 Jerk’s serving?
 45 Casual turndown

 47 George Eliot’s 
Adam ___

 48 “Okay, you win!”
 50 Stage production
 52 Classic soft 

drink brand
 53 Ab ___ (from 

the start)
 55 Draft call?
 58 Lead performer
 60 Some government 

securities, for short
 62 WWII sphere of action
 63 Airplane part
 64 One-way street no-nos
 65 High-speed  

internet inits.
 66 Gasteyer of  

Saturday Night 
Live, 1996-2002

 67 Say in a particular way

Down 
 1 Actress Ward of 

The Fugitive
 2 Longtime Rockets 

teammate of Yao 
Ming, familiarly

 3 Turntable speeds
 4 Chicken ___ king
 5 Series opener?

 6 Native of Damascus
 7 Fingerboard part
 8 Crunchy salad bit
 9 Kind
 10 What an item might 

be fetching?
 11 Company that makes 

the Pocket Fisherman
 12 Argentinian  

ostrich relatives
 14 “Get wisdom, get 

___” (Prov. 4:5)
 18 Nickname for the 

namesake of an Old 
Testament prophet

 21 Self-server
 23 “Like, no way!”
 24 Kennedy or Merman
 25 Number-cruncher’s  

specialty
 26 Pine (for)
 27 College preceder,  

for some
 29 Arab federation (abbr.)
 31 Part of LED
 33 Lend
 35 City west of Tulsa
 36 Pointed arch
 38 Part of a cell nucleus
 39 Brass member
 44 Ken or Lena of film
 46 “Don’t go without me!”

 48 Hungry, probably
 49 “Baloney!”
 51 Wall-calendar page
 53 Porter’s “___ 

Love Again”

 54 Pet name for 
grandma

 55 Trac II alternative
 56 Monocle, e.g.
 57 Ovid’s existence

 59 American  
acquisition of 2001

 61 Community  
pronoun
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FORMATION. 
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TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
GROW. 

TRAVEL. 
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GROW. 

Long-term exchanges build peace one young person 
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover 
another culture, and live with host families for a full 
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.
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academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.

Long-term exchanges build peace one young person 
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover 
another culture, and live with host families for a full 
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

海外体験。
学び。
奉仕。

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
SERVE. 

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
SERVE. 

目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
期間の滞在で新しいスキルを学びたいと思う大学生やフ
レッシュ社会人にとって、この上ない特別な経験ができる
でしょう。

Professional development with a purpose: University 
students and young professionals learn new 
skills, learn a language, and take action through 
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable 
exchanges.

Professional development with a purpose: University 
students and young professionals learn new 
skills, learn a language, and take action through 
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable 
exchanges.

新世代交換 NEW GENERATIONS 
SERVICE EXCHANGE
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SERVICE EXCHANGE
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FUN. 
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TRAVEL. 
DISCOVERY. 
FUN. 

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
期間の滞在で新しいスキルを学びたいと思う大学生やフ
レッシュ社会人にとって、この上ない特別な経験ができる

VIAJES. 
AVENTURAS. 
DIVERSIÓN.

SERVICE.
FRIENDSHIP.
FUN.

SERVICE.
FRIENDSHIP.
FUN.

Toma acción, promueve la comprensión internacional 
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo. 
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras 
descubres el poder de Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí 
y cuan divertido es el verdadero liderazgo.

Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!

Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 

LIDERANÇA. 
INSPIRAÇÃO. 
DIVERSÃO.

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula. 
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que 
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de 
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num 
lugar melhor. 

Discover a world outside the classroom through 
an intensive leadership experience that builds 
communication skills, teaches creative problem-
solving, and challenges you to change not only 
yourself but the world.

Discover a world outside the classroom through 
an intensive leadership experience that builds 
communication skills, teaches creative problem-
solving, and challenges you to change not only 
yourself but the world.
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Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula. 
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que 
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de 
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num 
lugar melhor. 
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to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

AVENTURAS. 
DIVERSIÓN.

Toma acción, promueve la comprensión internacional 
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo. 
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras 

Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí
y cuan divertido es el verdadero liderazgo.

another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Create your own promotional 
cards to showcase your youth 
activities. Available now in 
Rotary’s Brand Center.

CREATE. 
SHARE. 
CONNECT.
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On 11 November – the 99th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War I – more than 

1,200 people from 85 countries 
talked about how to move peace 
from concept to reality during 
Rotary Day at the United Na-
tions in Geneva, Switzerland.

 “The advancement of inter-
national understanding, good-
will, and peace has always been 
among Rotary’s primary goals, ” 
said Rotary President Ian 
H.S. Riseley during the event, 
held at the Palais des Nations. 
“It is past time for all of us to 
recognize the potential of  
all of our Rotary service to 

build peace, and approach that  
service with peacebuilding  
in mind.”

It was the first time in its 13-
year history that Rotary Day at 
the UN was held outside of 
New York City. Rotary Day 
concluded the 2017 Geneva 
Peace Week.

Rotary members “can trans-
form a concept like peace to a 
reality through service,” said Ed 
Futa, dean of the Rotary Repre-
sentatives to the United Na-
tions. “Peace needs to be lived 
rather than preached. ”

Rotary General Secretary 
John Hewko introduced  

Rotary’s 2017 People of Action: 
Champions of  Peace. He 
praised them as “an embodiment 
of the range and impact of our 
organization’s work ” and saluted 
them for providing “a roadmap 
for what more peaceful, resilient 
societies look like.”

The six individuals honored 
were (pictured from left to right):

Ann Frisch, of the Rotary 
Club of White Bear Lake, 
Minn.: Frisch’s civilian-based 
peace process introduced the 
radical concept of “unarmed ci-
vilian protection” in war zones 
around the world. “Sustainable 
peace, ” she said, “requires strong 
civilian engagement.”

Alejandro Reyes Lozano, of 
the Rotary Club of Bogotá Cap-
ital, Colombia: As “part of the 
generation that grew up with 
uncertainty and fear,” as he put 
it, Reyes Lozano played a key 
role in negotiating an end to the 
50-year conflict between the 
Colombian government and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC). Now he’s 
using a Rotary Foundation 
global grant to lead peacebuild-
ing efforts among women from 
six Latin American countries.

Safina Rahman, of the Ro-
tary Club of Dhaka Mahanagar, 
Bangladesh: “Education is a 
powerful and transformative  

vehicle for peace,” said Rahman, 
an advocate for workers’ rights 
and workplace safety who also  
promotes and provides educa-
tional and vocational opportu-
nities for girls.

Kiran Singh Sirah, Rotary 
Peace Fellow: As the president 
of the International Storytelling 
Center in Jonesborough, Tenn., 
Sirah uses stories to foster 
peace, nurture empathy, and 
build a sense of community. 
“Stories matter – and I believe 
they matter a lot, ” he said.

Jean Best, of the Rotary 
Club of Kirkcudbright, Scot-
land: “Without peace within 
ourselves, we will never advance 
global peace,” said Best, explain-
ing the Peace Project, the pro-
gram she created to help “the 
future leaders of peace ” develop 
the skills they need to resolve 
the conflicts in their lives.

Taylor Cass Talbott, Rotary 
Peace Fellow: Currently based 
in Portland, Ore., Cass Talbott 
partnered with SWaCH, a 
waste-picker cooperative in  
India, to form Pushing for 
Peace, which promotes safety, 
sanitation, and dignity for waste 
pickers in Pune. Her advocacy 
displays an artistic flair: Her 
Live Debris project creatively 
addresses issues of waste on a 
global scale.                 – GEOFF JOHNSON

Six honored at Rotary Day  
at the UN

O n 24 October, Rotary 
hosted the fifth World 
Polio Day event at the Bill 

& Melinda Gates Foundation 
in Seattle. Global health ex-
perts and celebrities spoke 
about the progress on the road 
to polio eradication, and what 
obstacles remain.

The 2017 World Polio Day 
livestream received 149,648 
views, a 49 percent increase over 
the previous year’s viewership.

World Polio Day content 
shared by Rotary social media 
channels garnered 5.9 million 
engagements (likes, shares, 
comments, and video views). 

World Polio Day content 
shared by 224 celebrities, Ro-
tary polio ambassadors, orga-
nizations, and Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative partners 
received an additional 2.7 mil-
lion engagements.

The event received significant 
media coverage, with stories in 
outlets including CNBC, Forbes, 
People magazine, NPR, Voice 

of America, UPROXX, Seattle’s 
KING 5 TV, Pakistan Today, 
and India Today.

Rotarians registered more 
than 3,400 World Polio Day 
events in 102 countries at www 
.endpolio.org.

End Polio Now online dona-
tions increased by 9 percent over 
2016, totaling more than 
$335,000.

World Polio Day highlights
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From top: Lauren Markham, author of The 
Far Away Brothers, with one of her students, 

Solomon; Chulalongkorn University in 

Bangkok, one of six Rotary Peace Center 

sites; Peace Fellows at the University of 

Queensland, Australia.

facebook.com/rotary

@rotary

rotarian@rotary.org

READ
Lauren Markham’s book, The Far Away 
Brothers: Two Young Migrants and the 
Making of an American Life, chronicles 
the experiences of twin child migrants 
who fl ed gang violence in El Salvador 
to what they hoped would be a better 
future in the United States. An excerpt 
from the book, which Markham research-
ed while a Rotary Peace Fellow at 
Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok 
in 2014 and which was published in the 
fall by Crown, begins on page 48. 

RECRUIT
Over the past 15 years, Rotary Peace 
Centers have trained more than 1,100 
Rotary Peace Fellows who are now 
working as leaders in law enforcement, 
education, government, and non-
governmental organizations. Endorsed 
applications for the 2019 class are due 
1 July. Find out how your club or district 
can recruit a candidate at www.rotary
.org/peace-fellowships. 

NETWORK
The Rotarian Action Group for Peace 
supports Rotarians’ work in this area 
of focus. One way it does this is by 
connecting clubs with Rotary Peace 
Fellows who can serve as a resource 
on projects focused on peace and 
confl ict resolution. Get involved at 
www.rotarianactiongroupforpeace.org.
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white K.O path

PMS 7463 1/C spot

100% Black  
1/C spot

WHITE 100% COTTON PINPOINT   /   NEAT WRINKLE-FREE WEAR   /   EASY NON-IRON CARE
4 COLLAR STYLES   /    BUTTON OR FRENCH CUFF   /   REGULAR, BIG & TALL & SLIM FIT   

THE BEST 
PURE COTTON

NON-IRON
DRESS SHIRT

BAR NONE.

PLUS, 
FREE MONOGRAMMING

REG  $10.95

PAULFREDRICK.COM/BEST   •  800.309.6000    PROMO CODE T7HPRC

ADD THIS TIE FOR JUST $19.95
   REG  $72.50

UNBEATABLE
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER $24.95

REG  $89.50   

UNBEATABLE

YOU
SAVE 
70%

GUARANTEED PERFECT FIT.    
FREE EXCHANGES. EASY RETURNS. NEW CUSTOMER OFFER. LIMIT 4 SHIRTS. 
IMPORTED. SHIPPING EXTRA. EXPIRES 2/28/18.
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rotarianthe

LAST 
CALL 
GIVE 

US 
YOUR 
BEST 
SHOT

2016 Photo Contest - First Place Winner (Category: Places) KEITH MARSH 

Enter The Rotarian ’s annual photo contest 
and show us the world through the lens of Rotary. 

Submit your photos through 15 February 2018. 
For details go to: on.rotary.org/Photo2018.
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