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Take Online
Membership Courses
The eight new membership courses offer a fun, self-paced learning experience
that can help you revitalize your club. Take the courses and help fictional club
leaders make decisions about common challenges that face clubs.

Find courses at

learn.rotary.org

and select Membership
Courses include:
• Is Your Club Healthy?
• Building a Diverse Club
• Online Membership Leads
• Practicing Flexibility
and Innovation
• Strategies for Attracting
New Members

• Kick-start Your New
Member Orientation
• Best Practices for
Engaging Members
• Your Membership Plan

P R E S I D E N T ’S M E S S AG E

Dear fellow Rotarians,
For 60 years, choosing a theme has been the privilege, and sometimes the challenge, of each incoming president. Looking back on those past themes opens a small window into the thinking and the
vision of each leader – how they saw Rotary, the place they saw for Rotary in the world, and what
they hoped Rotary would achieve.
When my turn came to choose a theme, I did not hesitate. I knew immediately that our theme
in 2017-18 would be Rotary: Making a Difference. For me, that small phrase describes not only what
we do now, but what we aspire to do. We want to make a difference. We strive to help, to have an
impact, to make the world a bit better.
Over the past two years, I have seen so many ways that Rotary is doing just that. In California,
after the devastating wildfires last year, I saw Rotarians Making a Difference to those who had lost
everything. In Guatemala, I saw the difference that simple wood stoves are making in the lives of
women who had been cooking on open fires: They no longer breathe smoke when they cook, they
spend less time gathering firewood, and they are using their stoves to start small businesses. In
Israel, I visited a Rotary-supported hyperbaric center that is helping brain injury and stroke patients
return to healthy, productive lives. In communities around the world, Rotarians are Making a
Difference by resettling refugees, immunizing children, ensuring a safe blood supply, and helping
young people learn and thrive.
All over the world, I have been a part of Rotarians’ commitment to planting trees. As this issue
of The Rotarian goes to press, we are still awaiting the final count of trees planted, but I am delighted
to announce that we have already far surpassed our original goal of 1.2 million trees, one new tree
per Rotarian. And, all over the world, Rotary is continuing its advocacy, fundraising, and support
for polio eradication. Last year, wild poliovirus caused only 22 cases of paralysis in only two countries. I am confident that soon that number will be zero, and we will begin a new phase in the timeline
of eradication: counting down at least three years from the last sign of wild virus to the certification
of a polio-free world.
As Juliet and I return home to Australia, we will bring warm memories of the places we have
visited, the friends we have made, and the service we have seen. Thank you, all of you, for the
tremendous work you are doing, through Rotary: Making a Difference.

IAN H.S. RISELEY
President, Rotary International
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While covering the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
photojournalist Stephanie Sinclair began documenting
the story of young girls forced into marriage. Now
Sinclair and her photos are the girls’ strongest advocates.
By Julie Bain
Photography by Stephanie Sinclair

40 D EPTH OF FIELD
FRANK ISHMAN

From more than 1,100 entries, Stephanie Sinclair,
this year’s photo contest judge, chose 10 photographs
that capture intriguing people, moments of joy and
serenity, and breathtaking glimpses of nature from
around the world.
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ON THE COVER Boko Haram abducted sisters (from left)
Yagana, 21, Yakaka, 19, and Falimata, 14, after capturing
their town in northeastern Nigeria. Forced into marriage, they
eventually escaped, Yakaka with her newborn son.
(Photography by Stephanie Sinclair)
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inbox

which commemorated the 50th anniversary of

convention in Atlanta. Joan is a powerful role

the founding of the first Rotaract club, in

model for every child and adult in Africa.

1968. After reading the message, I called the

JORGEN GRUGAARD ANDERSEN

president of the Rotaract Club of Lahore, and

Inverness, California

we organized a joint meeting to plan a project
headed by the Rotaract club.
I also shared President Riseley’s message

Continuing the Carter
conversation

with my board and club members. I want them

Thank you for that wonderful interview with

to be inspired by the spirit of Riseley’s words,

Jimmy Carter in the February issue. I have long

particularly his closing line: “Rotaractors are

admired the former U.S. president for his work

connecting us to the Rotary of our future, while

in his church, community, and country.

helping us build the Rotary of today.”

I had the honor and privilege to meet the

M. SALEEM CHAUDHRY

president when he presented awards to several

Lahore, Pakistan

states across the country for their transportation projects. Michigan was the first state to

It was invigorating to read the March issue. The

use “park and ride” lots for carpooling

report about Rotaractors’ successful cooperation

commuters along some of its freeways, and at

As a former Rotaractor and now a young

with UNICEF across Africa [“Service Across

the time I was the chair of the Michigan

Rotarian, I was happy to see the March issue

Borders”] and the article about Rotaractors who

Transportation Commission. The event took

of The Rotarian. What an incredible edition!

are experts in their fields [“7 Things You Don’t

place in the East Room of the White House

The magazine successfully captures how

Know About Rotaract”] were excellent. I met

with a reception following in the West Room.

young people are enhancing and renewing the

Joan Nairuba [left], the lawyer specializing in

face of Rotary.

mediation who was profiled in that piece, at the

Amazing Rotaractors

HANNES MEYERS JR.

Holland, Michigan

All of the material on Rotaract was treated
with great finesse, but I especially commend
the part dedicated to the multidistrict project
of MDIO Rotaract Brazil, pictured on page 38
[“They Think Beyond Their Clubs”]. It was
truly magical to work alongside Vanderson
Valci Soares and to use the Rotary structure
to work with our communities. We had
Rotaractors, journalists, lawyers, translators,
administrators, internationalists, engineers,
and other professionals at our disposal to
make the project the success that it was.
The issue makes it clear that, while
Rotaract is a Rotary program, it is also a
strong partner for service. The Rotarian is to
be congratulated.
JANESON VIDAL DE OLIVEIRA

Pau dos Ferros, Brazil

oldest club in Pakistan. I was inspired by the
message of Rotary International President Ian
Riseley in the March issue of The Rotarian,
6

Egle Lauzonyte, Rotaract Club of Chicago

FRANK ISHMAN

I am president of the Rotary Club of Lahore, the
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Overheard on
social media
So great that The Rotarian dedicated an issue to Rotaract. Rotarians,
don’t miss the opportunity to engage Rotaractors in your club.
– BARRY RASSIN

I’ve spoken to many Rotaract clubs, including in Egypt and at a
world Rotaract conference. I can truly say without hesitation that
Rotary has a bright future with these young people in leadership.
– BOB MUTCHLER

Service at home

This was a great issue!

I often read letters in this column regarding our

– JUDI McDANIEL EFLAND

Really great. The Rotarian is always
an inspiration to the Rotary fraternity.
– PADMAKUMAR NAIR

Rotary activities helping people and improving
life in developing countries.
Many Rotarians travel frequently in the United
States. We are shocked and appalled at the vast
homeless encampments we see when we visit
city centers. Many of these contain families.
No city is immune. Many of our fellow
citizens are subjected to life outside in places

Hope we all realize these young people can carry Rotary to the
promised land. Every generation in Rotary builds on the success of Paul
Harris’ vision. So inspired to see Joan Nairuba on the cover. Beautiful.
– CHRISTOPHER MAJOR

I felt the same way! I actually held up the magazine as a prop in
my most recent video about Rotary’s and Rotaract’s anniversaries.
Town Talk video: bit.ly/2BMnHq6 – CALEB LaPLANTE

with freezing conditions. Add to this the drug

Special shout-out to Egle Lauzonyte
featured in The Rotarian magazine this month!!

and alcohol problem, now exacerbated by an
epidemic of hepatitis.

– CHERYL McINTYRE

We, as Rotarians, having pledged to provide
service to our communities, have, in my
opinion, an urgent responsibility to:
1. Through our diverse vocations, determine
the root cause(s) of homelessness.
2. Work through our community agencies to
provide relief services.

One of the most exceptional Rotarians I know was one of
the most phenomenal Rotaractors! Jenna M. Buscemi is
an inspiration! – E. MICHELLE BOHREER
Just read several articles in this issue As a 45+ year
Rotarian, it is always exciting for me to “interact” with
young people like Rotaractors – BOB AGNEW

3. Accept, as an organization, the challenge
of mitigating this national disgrace.
This must be among our highest priorities
as the leading service organization in the world.
GENE WAKEN

The editors welcome comments on items published in the magazine but reserve the right to edit for
style and length. Published letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors or Rotary International
leadership, nor do the editors take responsibility for errors of fact that may be expressed by the writers.

Tubac, Arizona

CORRECTION
Nze Anizor of the Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria, was
omitted from the list of 2016-17 Rotary Foundation Citation
for Meritorious Service recipients in the November issue.

Follow us to get updates, share stories with your networks,
and tell us what you think.
The Rotarian, One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 USA
WEBSITE therotarian.com
EMAIL yourletters@rotary.org

twitter.com/rotary
facebook.com/rotary
June 2018 The Rotarian
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SERVICE
ABOVE SELF

agazines are always updating themselves.
Things change, times change. The way we

tell stories changes, and the way we read stories
changes too. But change is never a goal in itself. It
is the consequence of our obligation to edit and
design well. That’s what led to the redesigned

A message from the
editor in chief
JOHN REZEK

The Object of Rotary

magazine you’re reading now.
When I came to The Rotarian 10 years ago, I
inherited a magazine that was 97 years old, a magazine with a rich history and an honorable purpose.
The people working on it were smart, skilled, and

THE OBJECT of Rotary is to encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

dedicated. They were eager to help Rotarians solve

FIRST The development of acquaintance
as an opportunity for service;

think preposterous: to make the world a better place.

SECOND High ethical standards in business and
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

that make sense, for rational layouts, for rigorous

problems and improve lives. What a privilege,
I thought, to join them in doing what others might
At The Rotarian, we’re sticklers for headlines
editing, and for stories that enlighten and persuade
without shouting. We value our readers’ time.
Typeface, photography, and illustration must come

THIRD The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

together elegantly on the page, but they must also
work, with little alteration, on a screen, tablet, or

FOURTH The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through
a world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service

phone. Digital formats have not replaced the
printed page, but they allow us to add new elements
that enhance our stories.
But form is merely an extension of content. The

The Four-Way Test
OF THE THINGS we think, say, or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Rotarian Code of Conduct
The following code of conduct has been adopted for
the use of Rotarians:
AS A ROTARIAN, I will

The way we tell
stories changes,
and the way
we read stories
changes too.

magazine’s front section has become Our World, a
name that captures the global scope of Rotarians’
ambitions. Our back section, now called Our Clubs,
provides organizational news, details of new
initiatives, and Rotary-centric Q&As. Anchoring
all the change in this issue is one of the magazine’s
longest-running and most-celebrated features: our
annual photo contest. (Additional images submitted by readers will appear throughout the year.)
This transformation started many months ago

1) Act with integrity and high ethical standards
in my personal and professional life

in our overheated conference room on the 14th

2) Deal fairly with others and treat them and their
occupations with respect

full bloom when we launch our dedicated website

3) Use my professional skills through Rotary to:
mentor young people, help those with special
needs, and improve people’s quality of life in
my community and in the world

Rotarians at work.

floor of One Rotary Center, and it will come into
later this year – yet another opportunity to show

4) Avoid behavior that reflects adversely
on Rotary or other Rotarians

8
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Caribbean Couples Retreat: $79
The striking beauty
of the 340 total-carat
Jasper Treasure Necklace
transports you to a tropical
paradise for only $79.
Limited to the first
1500 responders to this ad only!

Y

ou could fork over 6 months
of mortgage payments for a
Caribbean vacation–– but that
doesn’t guarantee you a romantic
grand slam. We have a better option.
Give her 340 total carats of island
paradise that will score big in the
romance department for a price that leaves
plenty left over for plane tickets should you
decide to go that route.
The perfect color. We’ve captured the magical
tropical blue-green shade that appears when
sunlight is absorbed by the ocean in exotic
cuts of jasper gemstones— whose name literally
translates to “king of the treasure.”
The perfect romantic gift. The Jasper Treasure
Necklace rises to the top with two strands of blue
jasper. Showcasing the elegant oceanic enhanced bluegreen, each of the 130 stones in this necklace features a
marbleized pattern, which makes every stone unique. She’ll
feel special every time she wears it. And, most importantly
treasured by you.
The perfect price. While big
name designers are selling jasper
necklaces for $775 or more,
we’ve gone deep on value,
pricing the Jasper Treasure
Necklace at $79.

“The demand in Jasper,
gradually transforming over
centuries, has not decreased
in over five millennia!”

— EXPENSIVE PLEASURE Jasper Treasure Collection non-offer code price $597†
Necklace (340 ctw) $299 $79† Save $220
Earrings
(40 ctw)
$99 $49† Save $50
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Go ahead and test
Bracelet (90 ctw)
$199 $59† Save $140
the waters for 30 days. If she isn’t completely enchanted with
the Jasper Treasure Necklace, send it back for a full refund of the Complete set above $597 $149† Save $448!

item price. At Stauer, romance is guaranteed.

Limited Reserve. Now that the secret is out, we cannot
guarantee this amazing find will be around for long. Don’t
miss this opportunity to treat her to a piece of island paradise
without going overboard on price. Call today!
• Jasper with yellow-gold finished spacers & setting
• Necklace: 18” plus 2” extender; lobster clasp
• Bracelet: 7 ½” plus 2” extender; lobster clasp
• Earrings: 1 ¾” drop; French hooks

You must use the insider offer code to get our special sale price.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: JTC150-01

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

Stauer

® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. JTC150-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

† Special price only for customers using the offer
code versus the price on Stauer.com without
your offer code.

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.®

Rating of A+

Inspiration

AROUND EVERY CORNER
The app that changed everything
Connections can blossom in the most unique places. That’s what
Tetsu from Japan learned after joining a text messaging group of
250 Rotarians. He discovered a convenient way to connect and
exchange ideas with other Rotarians from all over the world.
Each convention gives the group a chance to meet in person and
develop more project ideas — which means they have an opportunity
to improve communities and create memories to last a lifetime.
Find your inspiration at the Rotary Convention in Toronto.
Register today at riconvention.org.

ROTARY CONVENTION
23-27 JUNE 2018
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

DEC17 - Rotarian Main Conformer_v0.indd 3

10/25/17 6:21 PM

our world

Honor rolled

HAKAN TANAK

CANAN ERSÖZ
Rotary Club of Adana-Güney, Turkey
A delicate art form dating to the Renaissance – it was originally used to decorate
book covers and religious items – is helping eradicate polio, thanks to Canan
Ersöz. Ersöz, a Rotarian in the southern
Turkish city of Adana who in 2015 became the first female governor of
District 2430, was inspired to try the
method known as quilling when she saw
an example of it in a craft book. “Quilling
June 2018 The Rotarian
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our world
continued from page 11

fascinates me because of its ancient tradition and the almost endless creative
possibilities,” Ersöz says.
Thin strips of paper are rolled, looped,
and curled – originally, around quills –
into shapes that are then arranged into
patterns or figures on a flat surface. The
textured images that result are reminiscent of needlepoint – in fact, the technique was sometimes combined with
embroidery. Requiring patience and
time, the craft was often practiced
by gentlewomen in the 17th, 18th, and
19th centuries.
Ersöz, who specializes in floral and
other natural scenes, started out by cutting the paper strips herself and rolling
them around toothpicks, but now she
uses pre-cut strips and special tools.
She has exhibited her intricate artwork several times in the past two years,
donating all proceeds from her sales to
Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign on
behalf of District 2430.
A physician and professor of pathology, Ersöz understands the difficulty of
eradicating an infectious disease. “No
child deserves to be paralyzed or to die
because he or she didn’t receive a drop of
vaccine,” she says. “I admire the efforts
of Rotarians to eradicate polio and give
our children, grandchildren, and their
children a polio-free world. So I wanted
to do my part.”
Ersöz’s club has a history of projects
with striking visuals. Members created
an enormous picture mosaic (more
than 1,110 square meters), assembled in
2013 with artwork from children and
designed to deliver a message of peace.
And to collect clothes for people in need,
they put up a clothesline over 20 miles
long and asked people to hang their donations on it, yielding over 60,000 items.
“I have always had a very busy and
stressful professional life,” Ersöz says.
“Rotary has given me a chance to use my
other talents to serve the community.”
– NIKKI KALLIO
12

A place where everyone can play
FOR FAMILIES OF CHILDREN with special needs, finding fun, low-cost activities
isn’t exactly a walk in the park.
“We have therapeutic horseback riding in
the area, which has a long waiting list,” says
Stephen Parlett, whose 15-year-old son,
Adam, is nonverbal and uses a wheelchair.
“And we have adaptive
baseball within Little
League. But it’s nice to
have something unscheduled to do, so you can just go out on a
nice sunny Sunday and play.”
That’s why the Parletts, along with many
others in the Moraga, California, area, are
thrilled to have the new Lamorinda All-Access
Playground. The 5,000-square-foot play area
features two dozen pieces of equipment – including swings, slides, a seesaw, merry-gorounds, a glider, and a sandbox – that are
designed to be accessible for all children.
The playground, which opened in January,
is the brainchild of the Rotary Club of Moraga.
“Last year was the 50th anniversary of our
club, and we wanted to do something a little
out of the ordinary. But we’re not a large club,”
says Moraga Rotarian Gary Irwin. “We
thought maybe we could do a playground with
a budget of $30,000, something like that.”
That was before club member and
1992-93 RI President Cliff Dochterman got
involved. Dochterman, who was a key figure
in making polio eradication a Rotary priority,

is not known for thinking small. He urged his
fellow club members to do something on a
much larger scale.
The original plan was to build a playground specifically for children with special
needs. “Members of our club met with parents of special-needs kids,” recalls Irwin.

“We wanted to do something
a little out of the ordinary.”
“Their advice was to build a playground that
would be accessible not just for kids with
special needs, but for their siblings and
friends, so they could all play together.”
The Moraga Rotarians committed to raising at least $350,000, which they did with
the aid of a district grant from The Rotary
Foundation as well as donations from neighboring Rotary clubs and other community service groups, the town of Moraga, and local
foundations, businesses, and individuals.
The Rotarians and their supporters did
more than raise money. Several dozen volunteers, including local Boy Scouts, assembled and installed the playground
equipment themselves.
The playground is already getting quite
a bit of use. The Parlett family visits nearly
every weekend. “Adam just loves it,” his father
says. “Each time we go there, he recognizes
where we are and he wheels toward something he wants to do.”
– ANNE FORD

| The Rotarian June 2018
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“We
are empowering
people with disabilities by
giving them a voice.
Mary Elizabeth McCulloch

”

Freedom of speech
As a Rotary Youth Exchange stu-

THE ROTARIAN: What did your experience in the

dent in Ecuador seven years ago,

orphanage inspire you to do?

Mary Elizabeth McCulloch volun-

MCCULLOCH: After I returned to the United

teered at an orphanage that was

States and started at Penn State [graduating
in 2016 with a degree in biomedical engineering], I began working on a low-cost speech generation device that would work in low-income
and resource-constrained settings. I worked on
it all through college, on evenings and weekends. Along the way, people joined my team,
ProjectVive, to develop the Voz Box.

home to both adults and children
with disabilities. She noticed that
those who had trouble speaking –
mainly because of cerebral palsy –
were seated alone by the windows,
and for the most part no one communicated with them.
Today, at age 26, McCulloch is
founder and CEO of ProjectVive, a
social enterprise company that has
developed a low-cost device called
the Voz Box, which allows people
who have difficulty speaking to express themselves. The product
launches this year in the United

VIKTOR MILLER GAUSA

States and Ecuador.

TR: How does the technology work?
MCCULLOCH: Our technology is for people with
low motor control, who can’t tap a finger on an
iPad or keyboard. We have different interfaces: a
glove that works when someone flexes a finger;
a watch that senses motion so the wearer can
raise their arm to click; or glasses that detect
blinking. These work with an application called
CoughDrop AAC, which has grids of letters,
words, and icons the user “points to” with the
interface devices. Our devices can also control
other applications, so the user can go to YouTube
or Facebook, chat with friends, or look for jobs.

TR: Who will this technology help?

can’t contribute, it’s because they have nothing
to contribute. But these disabilities aren’t reflections of cognitive ability or potential. We are empowering people with disabilities by giving them
a voice and the ability to live out their life goals.

TR: What would the world look like if people with
disabilities had a bigger role?

MCCULLOCH: There are a lot of big societal
problems facing the world today, and this is an
untapped population of global problem solvers.
Research shows that someone who has experienced adversity is more apt to make decisions
to help others, to have empathy and sympathy.
They are natural problem solvers.

TR: When will the product be available?
MCCULLOCH: The launches are in May in the
United States and in June in Ecuador. We
won’t be exporting from the United States; we
are helping local people make and maintain the
devices, and training users’ family members
and caretakers to take care of them. And we’ll
make sure the devices are in the users’ indigenous language, as well as Spanish and English. We are looking for our next pilot countries
to launch ProjectVive and give more people
with disabilities a voice.
— ANNE STEIN

MCCULLOCH: Worldwide, there are 4.6 million
people who can’t speak because of ALS or cerebral palsy. Too many people think that if they
June 2018 The Rotarian
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A non-Rotarian walks the (long) walk
FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES, Judy
Colaneri has guided hikers along ancient
pilgrimage routes that crisscross the European countryside. During those journeys, the American-born Colaneri, who
splits her time between Spain and the
United States, has heard hundreds of stories from those who’ve walked the trails
beside her.
Krishna and Bonnie Arora, members
of the Rotary Club of La Jolla Golden Triangle, California, have trekked with Colaneri almost a dozen times, and what they
told her about Rotary on those journeys
made a big impression.
“They’re always talking about their
club’s work in Peru or India or Pakistan
or Mexico, and I thought, ‘They are such
good people,’ ” says Colaneri, who runs a
14

tour company called Spanish Steps. “I’m
at a point in my life where I’m still working so much and don’t have time to do
what they do as Rotarians, so I called
Krishna and Bonnie one day and asked
how I could participate. I wanted to do
something to help them.”
Colaneri came up with the idea of leading a trip of Rotarians and donating all
profits, and the services of two of her
guides and herself, to the Rotary Club of
La Jolla Golden Triangle. Club members
embraced the opportunity. “We put an
item about the trip in the district newsletter, and other Rotarians signed up. We decided we’d pick some projects and ask for
donations,” says La Jolla Golden Triangle
member Linda Stouffer-Wallis.
On 31 March 2017, 12 California Rotar-

ians from five clubs set off on an eight-day
hiking trip, following the last 100 kilometers of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage
trail leading to the Spanish holy city of
Santiago de Compostela. The fundraiser
brought in more than $23,000 from Colaneri’s company and nearly $5,500 in donations collected by the Rotary hikers.
“For Judy to give all of her profits from
the trip to us, as well as volunteering herself and two guides, was extraordinary,”
says Stouffer-Wallis, who walked with
husband Steve Wallis. A few years earlier
she had hiked a portion of the trail
through France.
“The beauty of this trail seeps into your
soul,” says Stouffer-Wallis, a banker, who
coordinated the fundraising and distribution to club projects. “It’s a deep experi-
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ence. If you’re open and ready for it, the
walk does some transformative healing.”
(A number of books and movies have documented the power of the trail, including
The Way, a 2010 film starring Martin
Sheen and Emilio Estevez.)
La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotarian
Wayne Davis and his son Steve, a member
of the Rotary Club of Escondido After
Five, also went on the journey. “I’d heard
about the walk for a long time and signed
up mainly because of a book I’d read about
it, To the Field of the Stars,” says the elder
Davis, a San Diego architect.
“I love historical elements of geography, and I was taking in everything
around me, from the weather to the old
path, the historical buildings and stone
farmhouses, the people – it was all very
inspiring to me in terms of history and
knowing it was a path that had been
walked on for hundreds of years.”
It was also a great shared experience
for father and son. “We talked about things
we wouldn’t normally talk about because
we got to spend a week together, day and
night. It was a real bonding experience for
us,” Wayne says.
The club originally picked six projects
to support with the funds raised from the
trip, but ended up adding four more. “The
projects had to be something where they
touched a lot of lives and were advocated
by Rotarians somewhere in the world
to make sure it would be done right,”
explains Stouffer-Wallis.
Among the projects, the club donated
$3,000 for 75 biosand filters to provide
clean drinking water in the Kilimanjaro
region of northern Tanzania, where
many families, especially in Maasai communities, get their water from unsafe
streams and ponds. It’s a project sponsored by the Rotary clubs of Chico, California, and Moshi, Tanzania. Another
$3,000 went to renovate and repair the
Kusumpur Pahari Education Center in
New Delhi, which was established in
the 1990s by the Rotary Club of Delhi
South Metropolitan. And in Jalalabad,
Afghanistan, $3,000 was spent to install

Clockwise from top: The Rotarian walkers; walking guides Francesco Corsi (left), Virginio Corsi, and
Judy Colaneri; trail markers decorated by locals and walkers. Opposite: Symbolic scallop shells, such
as the ones on this building, guide walkers along the Camino de Santiago.

solar panels to provide electricity and
water at a school.
Closer to home in San Diego, the club
used $1,200 to furnish apartments serving formerly homeless veterans and
$3,200 to help set up and equip classrooms at Oasis Lifelong Learning Center.
In Ensenada, Mexico, $3,000 went toward
repairs to an orphanage, a project coordinated with the Rotary Club of Ensenada
Todos Santos. And Rotarians and Rotaractors from La Jolla Golden Triangle
spent a day in January building a home

for a poor family in Tijuana, Mexico, a
project supported with $6,000 from the
walking trip funds.
“The number of lives we touched
locally and internationally makes you feel
good,” Stouffer-Wallis says. And Colaneri’s generosity left a lasting impression
on club members.
“For somebody who has only heard
about Rotary to be inspired to give what
anyone would say is a significant dollar
amount, that really makes her a Rotarian
at heart,” Stouffer-Wallis says. — ANNE STEIN
June 2018 The Rotarian
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Denmark

United States

Azerbaijan

Mexico

Malaysia

Rotary projects
around the globe

The first recorded
surgical cataract
removal took
place in 1748.

Mexico

United States

Denmark

In the small fishing village of San

Beds for Children, a nonprofit arm of

Since 2004, the Rotary Club of

Felipe on the Baja Peninsula, an

the Rotary Club of Mooresville, North

Gilleleje has served all-you-can-

aging population, a high incidence

Carolina, has delivered comfort to

eat herring feasts every August on

of diabetes, and the tendency of

scores of underprivileged families.

Gilleleje’s harborfront. The event

residents to avoid wearing sunglasses

Begun in 2014 as a project by club

lures more than 700 revelers and

are a prescription for eye problems. The

members Brenda Hawkins and Sandy

raises about $15,000 annually to

local Lions club has long offered vision

Jones, the program became a full-

benefit social services and cultural

screenings and provided eyeglasses

fledged organization in early 2018.

events in the community. Local

to residents, and the Rotary Club of

Tapping contributions from Rotarians

fishermen donate the comestibles,

San Felipe augmented those efforts

and others in the community, along

and restaurateurs pay for the privilege

by offering cataract removals and

with proceeds from the popular Great

of serving the herring, a staple of

retinal laser surgeries. The Rotarians,

Chili Cookoff hosted by four area

Scandinavian food culture, says Søren

assisted by the Rotary Club of Shasta

Rotary clubs, the project has delivered

Olsen, club president. Olsen concedes

Valley (Yreka), California, arranged

more than 150 new twin beds, along

that he’s not an expert on the fish

an $81,500 three-year global grant

with mattress covers, sheets, pillows,

but notes that among the 13 kinds of

project, completed in December, that

and blankets. “When we unload a bed,

herring proffered, “the most popular is

funded 107 cataract surgeries and

you can see the look of excitement

fried and soaked in vinegar and herbs.”

88 other eye procedures.

on a child’s face,” says Jones. “Many
of them have never had a cozy place of
their own to sleep at night.”
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Azerbaijan

Malaysia

Azerbaijan, an independent

to erect a 10-foot Christmas tree

Dengue fever, transmitted by

country since the breakup of the

made of 500 plastic bottles at

the Aedes mosquito, is the most

Soviet Union in 1991, faces many

a shopping mall. The tree has

prevalent disease in Malaysia,

challenges. Among them is how

encouraged local environmental

with 80,000 cases and 170 deaths

the nation deals with its trash,

groups and businesses to support

in 2017. In response, a committee

especially plastics. “Unfortunately,

Eco Creations’ Say No to Plastic

of District 3310 that focuses on

the public is not very proactive”

campaign promoting reusable

mosquito-borne illness is redoubling

when it comes to recycling and

shopping bags. “By educating,

efforts to control the viral disease.

sustainability, says Sarita Vaid,

spreading the message of less

Nine Rotary clubs in Sabah state are

a member of the Rotary Club of

plastic use, and offering alternative

conducting educational campaigns,

Baku International. Vaid operates

solutions,” says Vaid, “we may

distributing informational pamphlets

Eco Creations, a nonprofit that

be able to play an important part

and bug traps, and identifying and

employs refugees to transform

in protecting Azerbaijan from

eliminating mosquito breeding sites.

castoff plastic into “upcycled”

the problems created by plastic

John Cheah Kam Loong, a member

bags and accessories. She has

waste, which has either gone into

of the Rotary Club of Johore Bahru,

also enlisted her fellow Rotarians

a landfill or been incinerated, both

a past district governor, and a former

to embrace environmental

bad alternatives.”

official with the Malaysian Ministry

awareness: In December, the

of Health, notes that continued

club recruited about 50 people

vigilance is crucial.

Nonprofits in
Baku recently
placed recycling
collection boxes
around the city.

– BRAD WEBBER
June 2018 The Rotarian
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WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?

BE A VIBRANT
CLUB

Be a Vibrant Club guide
includes:
• A club success story from
your region
• Ideas for your club to try
• Resources for your club on
My Rotary

JOINING US IN TORONTO?
Download the free Rotary Events app today to enhance your
experience at the 2018 Rotary International Convention
Connect with friends

Navigate the convention venues

Share and view photos

Receive the latest convention updates

Plan your daily schedule

Rate sessions and download documents

Imagine, having a trusted partner who shares
your adventuresome spirit and is as ready to
go as you are.
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Meet Alex Tilley and get your Hat signed
at the RI Convention, June 23 – 27!
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Rotary unites problem solvers around the globe behind one goal: to do more good.
Our members are driven to bring communities together to create lasting change. Connecting to
make things better — that’s what people of action do. Learn more at Rotary.org.
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SNAPSHOT: Franklin, Tennessee
Every year since 1949, the Franklin Rodeo, produced by the Rotary Club
of Franklin, has drawn buckaroos young and old. In the calf scramble
event, children chase calves set loose in the ring. “I wanted to capture
the energy of the kids,” says club member TOM THOMSON, “so I lay on my
back and photographed the kids running toward and over me.” Over the
years, the rodeo has raised over $2 million for community causes.

June 2018 The Rotarian
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JUNE events
2 This little piggy
nd

EVENT: Pig Trail Mud Run
HOST:

Rotary Club of Springdale, Arkansas

16 - 17

WHAT IT BENEFITS: Local scholarships
WHAT IT IS: With challenging obstacles strategically placed
along a muddy 3.5-mile course, participants are
bound to get winded and dirty. Post-race drinks
and snacks await the filthy finishers, and children
can play in the “Little Piglet Corral.”

6, 8, 9
th

th

th

th

Here’s to Dad
EVENT: Rotary Ride for Prostate Cancer
HOSTS: Rotary clubs throughout

Great Britain and Ireland

WHAT IT BENEFITS: Prostate UK, Prostate Scotland,

Prostate Cymru, the Irish Cancer Society,
and other prostate charities

When in Rome

WHAT IT IS: Rotary clubs host cycling events in a broad initiative
on and around Father’s Day weekend. What better
way to honor dear old Dad than to raise money
to fight prostate cancer, which affects about one in
seven men in their lifetimes?

EVENT: Gladiator screening with live

musical accompaniment

HOST:

Rotary International

WHAT IT BENEFITS: Rotary’s polio eradication efforts
WHAT IT IS: See Ridley Scott’s Gladiator projected with live
orchestral accompaniment in the city where the
movie’s action occurs! On the 6th, a VIP audience will
see the film at the Colosseum in Rome. On the 8th and
9th, the show moves to the Circus Maximus.

16 Uncorked fun
th

EVENT: Sip & Savor at the Station
HOST:

Rotary Club of Spring Hill-Thompson’s
Station, Tennessee

WHAT IT BENEFITS: Local charities including the club’s

foundation, Partners 4 Parks

th

30 Shellfish bonanza
th

EVENT: Shrimp at the Farm 2018
HOST: Rotary Club of Asheville Breakfast,

North Carolina

WHAT IT BENEFITS: Rotarians Against Hunger and other local

and international charities

WHAT IT IS: A shrimp cocktail starter, cauldron-boiled shrimp,
smoked and grilled sausages, grilled corn on the cob,
and more are followed by live and silent auctions and
dancing to the music of local band Westsound.

WHAT IT IS: A small club of 18 members goes big on fun by
inviting local distilleries, wineries, breweries, and
restaurants to sell their libations and eats at this
third annual event. Attendees stroll from booth to
booth, enjoying local entertainment as they partake.

Tell us about your event. Write to rotarian@rotary.org with “calendar” in the subject line.
22
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viewpoints

Past imperfect
In an age of obsessive documentation,
is it still possible to reinvent ourselves?

I

n the early days of
Facebook, one of my
high school classmates
started posting photos from
parties that we had attended
back in the 1980s. Until then,
I was unaware that these pictures even existed. My classmate scanned them, posted
them, then tagged everyone. They were not compromising or
embarrassing – they were just pictures
of us standing around, looking as bored
and awkward as I remember us being.
For some of my classmates, this
might have been a pleasant trip down
memory lane. For me it was unsettling,
although I couldn’t put my finger on why.
There are many reasons I’m glad
Facebook didn’t exist when I was growing up. I held opinions that I’ve since
disavowed. I made jokes that were em-

24

barrassing or offensive. Often, I did not
take the high road. I accept that I did
these things, but mostly I’m glad they
are in the past, lodged behind a wall of
forgetfulness. I’m glad my permanent
record has been allowed to lapse.
But what if it hadn’t? What if everything you ever did or said was ready to
be called up as evidence, forever? The
reappearance of photos from a forgotten
part of my life was a sign of a profound
change in how we live in the world. It

pointed to a future when your
past trails behind you like a
chain that can never be cut. It
signaled the arrival of an era
when your history, your mistakes, your poor choices, your
party pictures will forever
weigh you down.
When I was young, the past
disappeared quickly, even
inevitably, unless someone made an
effort to preserve it. A friend’s dad owned
a camcorder and carried a huge backpack full of video equipment. He would
run around recording everything; we
thought this was absurd. We called him
“Captain Video.”
But today we are all Captain Video,
gleefully, even recklessly, recording
our lives. Maybe it’s progress: It makes
us think harder about the things we say
and the choices we make, because we

RICHARD MIA

by F R A N K B U R E S
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know they may be there forever.
But I also wonder if this is why young
people are reported to have an obsession with self-improvement that their
parents lack: For them, the pressure to
be (or to appear to be) their best selves
never relents. This may be creating a
generation of people who are better behaved, but also more cautious and less
willing to make the kinds of mistakes
that can help a person grow. To be clear:
I’m not talking about committing
crimes or serious transgressions. I’m
talking about foolishness, youth, identity, phases.
Recently I came across an essay by
writer David Quammen titled “The Siphuncle.” It’s about the nautilus, an ancient, predatory shellfish.
Every month or two, Quammen
wrote, the nautilus moves up toward the
entrance of its shell, secreting a pearllike substance called nacre to seal off the
chamber behind it. In this wall of pearl,
it leaves a small hole for an organ called
a siphuncle, through which it moves water in and out of the chambers in order
to float up or down. These chambers allow the nautilus to control its path
through the ocean in search of prey.
Woven into this natural history is
Quammen’s story of his own walled-off
past. When he was younger, he was obsessed with William Faulkner, whose
books he tried to translate into film
scripts. He wrote an unpublishable
novel about Faulkner’s death. He even
got a job working on a doomed documentary about Faulkner in the writer’s
hometown.
When that job ended, so did that
phase of his life. He saw where the
Faulknerian path was leading – toward
academia – and he turned away. “I
evaded the looming Volvo and the corduroy jacket with leather elbows and
the unfunny early marriage,” Quammen
wrote. So he sealed that phase behind
its own wall and went on to become one
of the great science writers and essayists of his generation.
26

There are many reasons I’m glad
Facebook didn’t exist when
I was growing up. I held opinions
that I’ve since disavowed.
I made jokes that were embarrassing or offensive. Often, I did
not take the high road.

The idea of reinventing oneself is one
of the core tenets of the modern world,
especially the American one. Immigrants came to places such as the United
States and Canada to start over, to become someone different, to make a new
life. Many of them would never see their
homelands again. The same was true for
the pioneers who went west.
Once you crossed the ocean or the
Rocky Mountains, you could become
someone else. You could leave the past
behind.
Until fairly recently, this was still the
case for most of us, even if we never left
our hometowns: Our past was there, but
we could bring it to the surface or let it
sink as needed. We could try on new
identities, new lives, new ideas, new
selves and know that we might also grow
out of them. If you wanted to leave your
old self behind, you could move to Alaska.
But really, all you had to do was wait.
An example: When I was in my 20s, I
was a die-hard “anarcho-syndicalist”
and an acolyte of linguist and political
writer Noam Chomsky. I read endlessly
about the Spanish Civil War and wrote
about “industrial democracy.” I dreamed
of a world where we all were free to
make the good choices we would surely
make if there were no government. Now
I find those beliefs slightly embarrassing, but I am not forced to relive them

every day. Instead, I am free to look back
on my younger self with a mixture of
mortification and compassion.
The chambers of our lives are never
as neat as those of the nautilus. And often it’s only when we’re on the other
side that their worth becomes clear.
That’s when we can hold them up and
inspect them like fossils from our personal evolution.
I have changed my mind many times
about many things. I have always believed that we can learn from our mistakes, that we can grow, that we can
move on. I think that’s why seeing those
old photos on Facebook was so unsettling. The implication was that I was
still that person. And in a sense that was
true. But in another sense, it was not.
For people whose youth predates the
internet, our pasts may no longer remain safely behind the walls we’ve built.
Younger people may never get to build
those walls in the first place. The idea
of a many-chambered life now seems
as prehistoric as the nautilus.
We all have to find a way to live in a
world where the past is ever-present,
where our online lives become our permanent record – the one that employers, colleges, friends, lovers, neighbors,
children, and even the law can sift
through to see who we were, regardless
of who we are. Even if I delete my account, somewhere, on a server beyond
my control, my past lives on.
Some days all this makes me want to
run for the hills. Instead, I’m trying to
learn to accept the phases I’ve gone
through and the people I’ve been. And
I am trying to make the same allowance
for those around me – the people
they’ve been and the people they might
still become. Because we all need room
to grow, to change, and to chart our own
course through these waters we are
swimming in together. n
Frank Bures is the author of The Geography of Madness. He recently wrote about
the Great Western Trail for The Rotarian.
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Reinvent our wheel
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What is your club doing? In coming
months, The Rotarian will be showcasing:
• NEW MEMBERSHIP MODELS
• WAYS TO ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY
• PROJECT IDEAS
• FUNDRAISERS

Share your club’s great new ideas.
Email us at
club.innovations@rotary.org.

2018 PHOTO JUDGE

FULL EXPOSURE
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Stephanie Sinclair’s photography is just
one of the ways she advocates for the rights of girls
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2018 PHOTO JUDGE

Stephanie Sinclair was way ahead of the #MeToo movement. After 9/11, she
wanted to tell the stories of people who had survived their world being torn apart.

While covering the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the photojournalist
found her passion when she learned about young girls being forced into
marriage. After nearly a decade of photographing these girls, she published
“Too Young to Wed” in National Geographic in 2011. In 2012, Sinclair
formed a nonprofit, also known as Too Young to Wed, dedicated to protecting girls’ rights and ending child marriage.
While she maintains a busy schedule on other photo projects, documenting
subjects such as life on a circus train and the care of elephants in India, she
always returns to the stories of girls and young women who are vulnerable to
exploitation. She has done more than accrue numerous awards for her photos;
she has also raised money to help girls who have escaped their captors restart
their education, learn new skills, and regain their self-esteem.
In addition, Sinclair created a foundation to provide scholarships and
teach photography, giving girls a way to tell their stories and begin to change
the world. Her foundation helped support and educate the young women
she photographed for her acclaimed 2017 New York Times story, “Child,
Bride, Mother: Nigeria.” In February, two of those girls shared their harrowing stories with U.S. lawmakers and United Nations officials.
On a snowy late-winter afternoon in Peekskill, New York, while one of
her two children was fighting a fever, Sinclair spoke with frequent contributor Julie Bain and did something she rarely does: talk about her own life, her
photographic vision, and how she found her true calling.

progress we’re making in this country makes its way
“ I hopetotheplaces
in the world where girls are the most vulnerable.
THE ROTARIAN: There has been a lot of discussion about women and sexual

”

harassment and abuse in the United States. As someone who has covered
these issues in other parts of the world, what’s your take on this moment?

SINCLAIR: I tend to be an optimist, and there’s no question that change is hap-

Opposite, from top: Maya, 8, and
Kishore, 13, pose for a wedding
photo in India, where, despite legislation forbidding child marriage, the
custom continues; kidnapped in
Nigeria by Boko Haram and forced
into marriage, Dada, 14, eventually
made it back home, where Too Young
to Wed helped her open a restaurant,
where she employs other survivors.
Previous pages: Two Yemeni child
brides stand alongside their husbands.
Tehani (left) married when she was
six and her husband, Majed, was 25.
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pening in our country with the #MeToo movement. It is very clear that
women have had it. Some very difficult conversations are happening in every
industry about how women are valued, but there are still limitations. We
have many women in politics now, but we need many, many more. Ability is
not the issue here – there’s no reason that women can’t compete on the highest levels with men in any category if they so choose. Their biggest challenge
is the way they’re perceived.
I hope the progress we’re making in this country makes its way to places
in the world where girls are the most vulnerable. As someone put it to me
today, “It’s like #MeToo to the power of 14.” I’m proud to be helping to fight
this battle.

TR: Are more women entering the photojournalism field, which was heavily
skewed toward men when you started?

SINCLAIR: Yes, but it continues to be male-dominated. That is inevitably
going to change, though. There are now more female photojournalism
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students than male photojournalism students, so we’re seeing that tide
start to shift. Still, doing certain kinds of photojournalism requires significant sacrifices. It is very demanding of your time, there’s a lot of travel,
and it’s not very conducive to raising a family.

TR: You grew up in Miami in the 1970s. How did that stimulate your visual
creativity?

SINCLAIR: It was an exciting place to grow up, and my family had a very

outdoorsy life. My mother was a painter and graphic designer, and she was
very visually oriented. I grew up surrounded by her vibrant paintings, and
I think you can see elements of her style in my own photography. I’m not
sure how to describe it – maybe a kind of hyperrealism. There was always
something imaginative about her artwork. She had her own way of interpreting what she saw. She captured beautiful buildings in our neighborhood
and scenes from my grandmother’s house and from our extended family’s
private island in the Florida Keys. I have a painting of hers in my kitchen
with a scene from that island.

mother taught me that if you work hard enough,
“ My
everything is possible. That helped me develop self-confidence.
TR: How else did your mother influence you?

”

SINCLAIR: Besides being a painter, she worked as a secretary and a bank teller.

When she was in her 30s, she decided to go back to school. When she told
her family that she wanted to go to college, they were not encouraging. I
remember her being upset and heartbroken that they didn’t support her
interest to do something else with her life, to take her experience of the world
to another level. But she did it anyway. She got a full scholarship to the University of Miami. She worked full time while she studied, and she ended up
getting straight A’s. No doubt this had an impact on my passion for women’s
and girls’ rights.

TR: What spurred your interest in photography?
SINCLAIR: I spent summers with my grandmother in rural Alabama, and when

I was eight or nine, my uncle gave me my first camera for Christmas. I was
very excited about it and thought it was cool. I started to photograph things
I saw around the farm, so I had many photographs of cows.
Unfortunately, I did not inherit my mother’s artistic ability. But when
my uncle exposed me to photography, I found a way to express myself.
When I went to the University of Florida, I kind of stumbled into photojournalism and worked at the college newspaper.
My mother taught me that if you work hard enough, everything is possible. That helped me develop self-confidence, and by college I was eager to
try new things and see new places. While in school I did internships at the
Miami Herald, the Arizona Republic, the St. Petersburg Times, and the Detroit Free Press. Because of that experience I was hired at the Chicago
Tribune right out of school.

Opposite: In 2014, the African Union
launched its Campaign to End Child
Marriage in Africa. Sinclair created
portraits of people involved in the
campaign, including (clockwise from
top left): Angeline Yiamiton Siparo,
a nonprofit worker from Kenya; Tisate
Banda, a child bride, with her fivemonth-old daughter; Nyaradzayi
Gumbonzvanda, general secretary of
the World Young Women’s Christian
Association; Amina Alliy of Children’s
Dignity Forum Tanzania; Josephine
Kulea, founder and executive director
of the Samburu Girls Foundation
in Kenya; and reggae musician Jimmy
Simukoko, aka Ras Jimmy, from
Zambia. Following pages, clockwise
from top: After a 2003 bombing
at a hotel in Baghdad, a soldier rests
during the search for bodies; members
of the 1st Infantry, 17th Regiment,
aid a wounded man in western Mosul
in 2005; unclaimed bodies in the
morgue at a Baghdad hospital after
a battle between militiamen and U.S.
soldiers in 2004.
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TR: How did newspapers help you develop your skills?
SINCLAIR: I started out with very unexciting assignments in the suburbs of
Chicago, like photographing the local beekeeper when it wasn’t even bee
season. Eventually I moved up to be one of the main news photographers.
In 2000 I worked on a big story about problems in the airline industry, and
it won a Pulitzer Prize.

As a journalist, you know you can leave, whereas
“
most people who are living in that situation can’t. People

had to live their normal lives around the chaos.
TR: When 9/11 happened, what compelled you to want to photograph it?

”

SINCLAIR: I saw the news and called my editors at the Tribune before I even

got to the office and said, “What can I do?” They said, “Pack your bags and
drive to New York.” I was in my car within the hour. Pete Souza, who went
on to become President Obama’s photographer, was part of the team from
the Tribune there, so we worked together; I was less experienced. I was
focusing on the families who were trying to find their loved ones. I photographed Lisa Beamer, the wife of Todd Beamer, who was on United Flight
93 and said, “Let’s roll.” Just a couple of days after it happened, I went to
their house in New Jersey. I was really impressed and moved by Lisa’s
strength and equilibrium in that situation and the bravery she showed by
allowing people into her home and sharing the story.

TR: Suddenly, it felt like the world had changed. How did your experiences
covering 9/11 change you?

SINCLAIR: I wanted to do more. I went back to Chicago and asked the paper

to send me overseas and let me cover the war in Afghanistan. They didn’t
send me to Afghanistan right away, but they did send me to cover the conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and then to cover Iraq
before the invasion. I spent two years in Iraq and went to Afghanistan
several times. There were some other women covering this, although we
were certainly the minority. We stuck together.
I was a conflict photographer, so sometimes I was in danger, but you
kind of get used to it. And as a journalist, you know you can leave, whereas
most people who are living in that situation can’t. People had to live their
normal lives around the chaos.

TR: What got you interested in the child bride problem?
SINCLAIR: I had decided to leave the Tribune and become a freelancer so I could

cover more of the civilian stories. Since 9/11, I had been interested in people
whose lives are transformed when something awful happens. In Iraq, people
were just going about their lives, and then this huge invasion happened and
their lives were completely upended. One theme of my work has been how
you survive when so many things that are not your fault are out of control.
34
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The first girls I met who were affected by child marriage were in Afghanistan. I had an assignment for Marie Claire magazine to look into the
phenomenon of girls who were setting themselves on fire. Many of these
girls were forced into marriage between the ages of 9 and 11. They had
traumatic experiences and survived a lot of abuse, so they were choosing
to end their lives. They would give reasons like, “I didn’t make the tea hot
enough, so I set myself on fire,” but that’s not a rational response. That
shows the fear they felt.

TR: What was the outcome of that story?
SINCLAIR: The girls’ families gave us permission to photograph because they

wanted change. The article helped raise $20,000 for the hospital that treated
the girls, and additional fundraising helped make it the top burn ward in the
country. I learned so much about how child marriage is related to most of
the issues that girls face, including lack of education; poverty; genital mutilation, which is done in preparation for marriage – and the marriages
themselves, which are basically forced labor and servitude. When these girls
give birth at a young age, they are more likely to die during childbirth. Their
children are more at risk of having problems like cerebral palsy, because they
have obstructed labor. I figured that if we could raise the age of marriage,
we could have a positive impact on all of those issues.

Child marriage is related to most of the issues that girls
“ face,
including lack of education, poverty. . . and the marriages
themselves are basically forced labor and servitude.
”
TR: This cause became a long-term project of yours. What led you to start
your nonprofit organization Too Young to Wed?

SINCLAIR: The nonprofit was formed officially about three years ago. But it
started when a National Geographic article with that title was published in
2011. Then I did a campaign with the United Nations Population Fund. My
mother passed away in 2012, and a friend’s fiancé was killed in Libya. We were
grieving and wanted to do something positive, so we started the nonprofit
together. There’s a lot of energy that comes with grief, and I think we both
wanted to turn that into something positive and build something beautiful.

TR: What kind of effect is your nonprofit having?
SINCLAIR: We’ve seen people start to take the issue of child marriage much

more seriously, and many organizations have done fundraising using my
photographs. I recently learned that one of my photographs was the impetus
for a multimillion-dollar program in Sierra Leone. That’s what you want to
happen when you cover important underreported social issues. But I found
that often the girls who shared their stories were not the beneficiaries. I
wanted to make sure we could give back to them and their communities as
well, because they wanted change and were open to it, which is why they
allowed the photographs to happen in the first place.

Opposite, from top: Baby, 17, and
Claude Seibureh, 48, of Freetown,
Sierra Leone, were married during
the Ebola crisis; in Afghanistan, Ghulam, 11, had dreamed of becoming a
teacher, but when she was engaged
to marry Faiz, 40, she was forced to
drop out of school. Following pages:
In Tanzania, Sinclair photographed
people with albinism, who live under
threat of violence due to the belief
that potions made from their skin
and bones can bring good fortune.
At the Kabanga Protectorate Center
and School (clockwise from top left),
these sisters are safe but must live
far from home; Agnes Namhela
bathes her son, Meshack; roughly
one-third of the center’s population
has albinism.
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We’re teaching girls to do photography and sponsoring scholarships. This
will give us a different way to keep the issue in the news, because the girls can
tell their own stories through their photographs. That’s the holistic approach
we have for documenting the issue of child marriage. It’s not just about the
initial documentation and reporting; it’s about what happens afterward.

TR: What led to your interest in another group often targeted for violence
and abuse: people with albinism?

adopted legally blind children made
“ Having
me wonder as a photographer if they would even
be able to understand what I do, but they can.
”
SINCLAIR: I had heard about people with albinism being vulnerable to attacks

in Tanzania. So I went and photographed people there. The story ran in
the June 2017 issue of National Geographic.
My husband, Bryan, and I were in the process of adopting, and we learned
that many kids from China with albinism are available for adoption for several reasons. People with the condition are often blind, so if you’re a poor
family working in the fields and have a child who is legally blind and can’t
be in the sun, that’s a problem. On top of that, they had the one-child policy
until 2016. We adopted two children with albinism in 2017. Lotus is four
and Forest is eight. Those are translations of their Chinese names.
Having adopted legally blind children made me wonder as a photographer if
they would even be able to understand what I do, but they can. They can see
pretty well when they hold things up close to their face. They love photography.
It snowed this morning, and my daughter asked me to take a picture of it for her.

TR: Any advice for us amateur cellphone photographers?
SINCLAIR: Cellphones are easy and convenient, but they’re just not good enough,

from a quality point of view. It can be helpful to download an app that allows
you to get a raw image, instead of the image processed by the phone to make
the file size small. We use Camera+, but there are different apps that give you
more depth in your images. For the pictures that are really important to
you, make sure you have large file sizes, which a good camera will allow. Treat
those shots with the specialness they deserve.
Also, take your time and let the moment unfold. Normally that’s what’s
going to make your pictures of people the most interesting and the most
natural. I think what people respond to in my pictures is the empathy. I don’t
think it’s some spectacular technical skill. I’m actually not a very technical
photographer, but I’m good at trying to tell someone else’s story. When you’re
photographing your own life, you’re telling your story for your children and
your grandchildren. You should take it seriously. One of the most beautiful
things about photography is the life experiences it allows you to have. You
can’t ask for a better education about the world or about life in general. n
Julie Bain interviewed two previous photo contest judges for The Rotarian:
Steve McCurry in 2017 and Carol Guzy in 2013.
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DEPTH of FIELD
From more than 1,100 entries,
our photo contest winners rise to the top
Reviewing this year’s submissions, we saw photos that capture big scenes
of celebration and small moments of connection. We saw images of Rotarians as people of action, working together to make our world better. And we
saw breathtaking views of nature. Our judge, Stephanie Sinclair, reviewed
the images without any identifying information, with the unexpected
result that two people each have two photographs on the following pages.
In addition to the winners and honorable mentions in this issue, you’ll see
more photos from the contest in The Rotarian throughout the coming year.

F I RST PL AC E
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Anthony Riggio
Rotary Club of Westport, Connecticut
LOCATION:

Rabat, Morocco

Sinclair: I am drawn to this photo’s beautiful repetitive geometric shapes and vibrant colors. The eye
moves from the door frame throughout the many
textures to the subject, the markings on his hat,
and the background of the image. The muted tones
echo the subtlety of the many layers in the image.
40
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SE CON D PL AC E
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Santosh Kale
Rotary Club of Shirol, India
LOCATION:

Pandharpur, India
Sinclair: This image offers a compassionate
and relatable view of women in India. Their varied
expressions of joy and amusement emphasize their
shared humanity. The black and white works to
focus the viewer on their expressions rather
than the environment in which the women live.
42
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T H I RD PL AC E
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Maureen McGettigan
Rotary Club of Valley of the Moon (Santa Rosa),
California
LOCATION:

Bagan, Myanmar
Sinclair: This elegant, classically shot photograph
is reminiscent of National Geographic images that
focus on magical light and landscapes. The painterly
quality of the light makes the image seem timeless,
and the combination of the temple in the background,
the trees in the foreground, and the person working
a plow gives the image a spiritual quality.
44
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Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Salvatore Alibrio
Rotary Club of Palazzolo Acreide
Valle dell’Anapo, Italy
LOCATION:

Palazzolo Acreide, Italy
Sinclair: The distance from the color explosion works
perfectly within the frame. Most photographers would
have tried to be as close as possible, but the distance
provides a needed perspective while communicating
to the viewer more information about the event with
the surrounding architecture and crowd.
46

Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Jose Antonio Valdes
Rotary Club of Guatemala Sur, Guatemala
LOCATION:

Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala
Sinclair: This is a very classically framed portrait,
given a slight twist on the expected by the elder’s
very relaxed body position. The boy’s expression
also makes the image distinctive and fascinating.
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Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Carlo Antonio Romero
Rotary Club of Cagayan de Oro, Philippines
LOCATION:

Calgary, Alberta

Sinclair: Beautiful landscape with technicolor light.
The wide-angle perspective, not normally my favorite
in landscapes, makes the viewer feel transported into
the experience of being there.
48
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Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Jose Antonio Valdes
Rotary Club of Guatemala Sur,
Guatemala
LOCATION:

Santa Catarina Pinula, Guatemala
Sinclair: The use of black and white
transforms the harsh light into highlights
and shadows that emphasize the composition. The cowboy hats in the foreground
make a perfect frame for the race.

Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Hipolito Busgano
Rotary Club of West Cagayan de Oro,
Philippines
LOCATION:

Bali, Indonesia

Sinclair: This joyful image could have
placed in the top three had the person on
the far left not been looking at the camera.
That said, it evokes a lot of emotion and
deserves an honorable mention.
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Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Santosh Kale
Rotary Club of Shirol, India
LOCATION:

Honorable mention
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Thomas Bundschuh
Rotary Club of Wien, Austria
LOCATION:

Pattan Kodoli, India
Sinclair: This is a powerful image in that it makes
the viewer ask more questions about the event being
photographed. The goal of a great photograph isn’t
always to answer every question, but to entice the
viewer to learn more.

Sermathang, Nepal
Sinclair: The soft light on this image makes it seem
more like a painting than a photograph. While I wish
there were more separation between the two female
subjects, the painterly quality echoed by the girl’s
serene expression still works.

GET READY FOR YOUR CLOSE-UP
This year, The Rotarian’s photo contest
will open on 1 October 2018
and close on 15 December 2018.
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First among equals

FRANK ISHMAN

Rotary Club of Chicago
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It’s noon on Tuesday, and a waiter at Chicago’s Union League Club is wondering
if Cheryl McIntyre plans to eat lunch.
“When I was president, I’d get so nervous
about speaking in front of everyone that
I’d barely touch my food,” she says.
McIntyre was president of the Rotary
Club of Chicago, also known as Rotary
One, in 2015-16. That year, she changed
June 2018 The Rotarian
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our clubs
continued from page 53

the format of the meetings to allow more
time for members to talk with visitors.
She wanted people to feel welcome, she
says, as though they were guests in
someone’s home. The club gets its fair
share of visitors – as the first Rotary
club, established in 1905 and home to
founder Paul Harris, it’s a must-stop for
Rotarians from out of town.
As a hearty lunch of turkey, mashed
potatoes, and roasted vegetables is
served – it’s Thanksgiving week –
Khaled Akkawi steps up to the podium.
“This is my first time leading a meeting,

Established in
1905 and home to
founder Paul Harris,
this club is a muststop for Rotarians
from out of town.
so things will go as planned, right?” he
jokes, a slight accent giving away his
Jordanian roots. The club’s presidentelect, he’s filling in for Conor Gee, who
is in Geneva this week to attend Rotary
Day at the United Nations. (At 32, Gee
is one of the youngest people ever to
serve as this club’s president.)
Akkawi introduces the guests: two
prospective members and five visiting
Rotarians. One visitor, Alice Atemo,
says she hopes to partner with the club
on a water project in her home country
of Kenya, where she runs a school for
900 orphaned children.
Rajendran Sabanayagam and his
daughter Priya are in town for a steel
conference. He’s a member of the RoPrevious page: Rotary Club of Chicago President
Conor Gee (from left) with 2015-16 President Cheryl
McIntyre, club Secretary Marga Hewko, and PresidentElect Khaled Akkawi outside the Union League Club.
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tary Club of Madras, India, and his
daughter is part of a spinoff club created for younger professionals called
Madras Next Generation. A couple from
La Jolla, California, round out the visiting Rotarians.
Akkawi then shares a quote he heard
on the radio: “It’s so much easier to build
a child than to rebuild an adult.” It made
him think, he says, about the club’s signature project, Job1, a partnership with
Chicago Public Schools that provides
training and summer internships to high
school students. As part of the program,
the club sponsors job readiness training
programs, puts together a job fair, and
awards scholarships to graduating
seniors. Rotarians also mentor the students in the program.
The club established its own foundation in 1938; it manages more than $3 million in assets and disburses between
$200,000 and $250,000 every year, Gee
says. Through the foundation, the club has
funded rehabilitation services for disabled children, a clean-water project in
Haiti, scholarships, and polio eradication.
Situated in Chicago’s Loop, the historic Union League Club is a social,
civic, and community hub for the city.
It is sometimes referred to as the city’s
“other Art Institute” for its large collection of paintings and other works. Although the focus is primarily on
American artists – the nearly 800
pieces include works by Grant Wood
and John James Audubon – one of the
highlights is an 1872 painting by Claude
Monet called Apple Trees in Blossom.
Club members gather for lunch every
Tuesday in a ballroom lit by gilded chandeliers. Today, attendance is a bit lighter
than usual because many of the 136 members went to an event over the weekend
– a send-off for a fire truck and an ambulance for emergency responders in
Jalisco, Mexico. Rotary One sponsored
the donation together with the Rotary
Club of Chicago Little Village; new mem-

ber George Rabiela, a retired fire captain,
helped organize the donation.
At the president’s table, nearly everyone is a guest. Akkawi splits his time
chatting with a lawyer considering joining the club and today’s speaker, Jonny
Imerman, a cancer survivor who established a support network that connects
cancer patients with survivors.
Imerman started Imerman Angels
after being diagnosed with advanced
testicular cancer when he was 26. He
survived grueling eight-hour chemotherapy sessions with the support of his
family but wished he had someone to
talk to who had been through a similar
experience – someone who had beaten
the odds and could give him hope that he
would too. Once in remission, he created
an organization to provide others with
what he wished he had had; today, Imerman Angels operates in 90 countries.
Imerman’s talk makes member John
McKevitt tear up. His wife died of melanoma a few days after her 40th birthday,
leaving two young children. J. Francisco
Núñez, a retired physician, challenges the
men in the room to not be embarrassed to
talk about testicular cancer and to ask
their doctor for a yearly exam. It’s the
No. 1 cancer in men ages 15 to 34, he notes.
After Imerman speaks, Akkawi and
others brief members on upcoming
events – labeling dictionaries and distributing them to local elementary
schools, a social event at a cigar lounge
– before the visitors get a chance to say a
few words. Atemo, the Rotarian visiting
from Kenya, stands up and says it’s an
inspiration to be at Rotary One: “This
club reminds me of Paul Harris.”
– VANESSA GLAVINSKAS

We’ll be visiting clubs
around the world to
highlight the diversity
of the Rotary experience. This
is the first in a monthly series.
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4 questions about
... how to use Meetup
to recruit new members
with Steve Cook

past membership chair,
Rotary Club of West Springfield, Virginia

1.

What led you to help create
RotaryNXT as a satellite club of the
Rotary Club of West Springfield?
I’ve been a Rotarian for 34 years, and I’ve
watched how younger people are attracted to
Rotaract clubs. I wanted to figure out how to
attract people to Rotary in a similar way.
We had to change the Rotary experience, because it wasn’t working. We threw out the book
when we started the satellite club. We said we’ll
meet twice a month for cocktails, and we’ll do
business education meetings for younger people or new businesses once a quarter, and see if
that helps. We also said we’ll continue service
projects with our sponsor club and do some of
our own.

2.

VIKTOR MILLER GAUSA

Why do you feel so strongly
about the importance of attracting
new members?
If we don’t tell our story and we can’t attract
younger people, we will age out and die. I have
seen this attrition – clubs that started at 110

members are now down to 40. They’re losing
people faster than they’re attracting them. How
are we selling the Rotary experience? Good
businesspeople know how to succeed, but with
Rotary, they forget to think about what the
product is. Our product is not meetings. We are
a membership organization, and service is our
product. The Rotary Foundation gives us the
tools to do that service.

3.

How do you use Meetup.com?
We have an IT guy who suggested we use it. We
put up photos and advertise our meetings and
other events and have folks RSVP. What we like
about Meetup is that it gives you a list of who
is attending.
People also search for social networking or
service opportunities on the Meetup site. They
ask to join our Meetup group and are accepted
by the chair of RotaryNXT.
Meetup is like Facebook – it’s another social
media tool to get the word out to like-minded
people. There’s no pressure. We wanted to reach
out to those looking to get involved in the community. Meetup costs us $33 a year and gives
us great visibility.

4.

Can anyone come to your
Meetup events?
Yes! When we post a club meeting on Meetup,
for instance, we have current members as well
as prospective members who are part of our
Meetup group. They do not even have to be a
member of the Meetup group, though we suggest they join to find out what we are doing.
The club started with eight members in January 2016. Now we have 16. Two new members
have come through Meetup, and we have 119
people who are part of our Meetup group. They
get all the information about meetings.
We consistently have 19 people at meetings,
often including two or three new and inquiring
minds.
Find more ideas for connecting
with potential members at
rotary.org/membership.
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Landlocked lobster
Rotary Club of Grove, Oklahoma

Members: 180
Chartered: 1946
Membership (in 2008): 60

CLUB INNOVATION:
A venue move, the creation of a committee to attract marquee
speakers, and the inception of a communitywide lobster festival
raised the club’s profile. The club also embraced the use of red
badges for new members to encourage engagement. Service
projects, mixer attendance, and other tasks allow rookies to
earn a blue badge.

SMALL TOWN, BIG AMBITIONS:
Every summer, Grove, population 6,700, hosts nearly 100,000
visitors, who are drawn to the Grand Lake o’ the Cherokees for
its waterskiing and world-class bass fishing. Like the small town,
which boasts a botanical garden and a museum of pioneer life,
the Rotary Club of Grove punches above its weight. Its level
of volunteerism and its financial contributions to schools and
charities have made Rotary the club in Grove.

know one another, says Ruzicka, who implemented the red
badge idea about three years ago. “It lets everybody know
you’re a special person who needs to be met and invited to
join the different things we’re doing in the club.” The extra
attention paid to new members “has pretty much locked our
back door” to retain them, says Wasson.

For many years, the Rotary Club of Grove met at a beloved

Club members participate in the community in a number

greasy spoon 6 miles from the city center. Once a week Rotar-

of ways, such as volunteering at the botanical garden, the hu-

ians “could either have fried chicken or they could have fried

mane society, and an advocacy group for children. Rotarians

chicken. Either-or,” jokes Ivan Devitt, a club past president

have also renovated playgrounds, repaired the concrete steps

and Grove’s vice mayor. In 2011, they decided it was time for

of a women’s shelter, and filled backpacks with food to be

a change. That move augured a boom time for the club.

handed out to families in need.

“We bounced around three different places before finding

The club abandoned a sys-

the right venue,” a spacious church recreation center where

tem of having every Rotarian

meals are catered by local restaurateurs, says Don Wasson, a

take a turn lining up speakers

club member and past governor of District 6110. Around the

for meetings. A committee

same time, a member recommended the club put on a lobster

now handles guest program-

fundraiser. Skeptics insisted that “people aren’t going to pay

ming, and speakers have in-

$60 to come to a lobster dinner,” says Devitt. “But as it turned

cluded well-known university

out, they did” – in droves.

athletics coaches, state gover-

That first year, more than 300 people showed up – twice as

nors, and a former U.S. senator

many as expected, says membership chair Jerry Ruzicka. The

– prime catches for a small-

$35,000 in net proceeds – for a club that had an annual budget

town club. “Those kinds of

of $20,000 – was donated to the local YMCA. “They were in

programs make people want

danger of closing,” Ruzicka says. “Now they have 600 regular

to come to your meeting,” Ruzicka says. When executives of

members, a new building, and they don’t need our financial

local charities address the gatherings, the edict is “no politics,

help anymore.”

no religion, no requests for money,” he adds. “They know we’re

The entire city gets involved in LobsterFest: Numerous
volunteers help cook and serve meals. The event allows the
club to disburse about $130,000 a year to about 40 charities. And what attendees learn about the club has paid off
in new members.
56

The club uses the red badge system to identify new members. Even though it’s a small town, people don’t necessarily

Volunteers do the hard work that
makes LobsterFest a success.

giving back everywhere, so they’re willing to share their story”
with a team that keeps its plate full.

— BRAD WEBBER

What is your club doing to reinvent itself?
Email club.innovations@rotary.org.
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A message from
Foundation Trustee Chair

Paul A. Netzel
CONVENTION COUNTDOWN
Online updates

W

hether you’ll be at the 2018
Rotary International Convention
in Toronto from 23 to 27 June
in person or want to keep up with what’s happening there from home, you’ll find all the latest news
on Rotary.org and social media.
Every day, the Convention Minute provides
a quick video recap of the previous day’s events,
along with a look at the day ahead. Our hosts will
update you on must-visit House of Friendship
booths, bring you interviews with attendees, and
provide you with coverage of both general sessions
and breakout sessions. Find the Convention
Minute at riconvention.org, on Rotary’s Facebook
page, or within the daily convention e-newsletter.
You’ll also be able to watch and share full videos
of the world-class speakers.
Rotary staff will be blogging and tweeting from
the general sessions, House of Friendship, workshops, host committee events, and more. The live
coverage will include videos, interviews, and other
insights from Rotary’s biggest event of the year.
Daily news stories will fill you in on all the headlines
and developments. You can also browse exclusive
photos of all the convention highlights.
If you are attending the convention, you can
share your own stories on social media; also see
what other Rotarians are posting and get the
latest updates from the convention team by using
the hashtag #rotary18.

It’s hard to believe that the first year of Our Foundation’s second century
of service – and my term as chair of The Rotary Foundation – is coming
to a close.
It has been an amazing experience to see Rotary and Our Foundation in
action as I’ve traveled the world. It has been inspiring to see the passion
and dedication of Rotarians, the energy and creativity of Rotaractors, and
the diversity of projects and forms of service. I’ve seen Rotary: Making a
Difference in the lives of countless people in need, because Rotarians are
People of Action!
These experiences have reaffirmed my belief in Rotary’s future and the
vital role Our Foundation can and must continue to play – especially as we
approach our post-polio era.
As Rotarians, we have big challenges and bold opportunities ahead:
• We must achieve our goal of eradicating polio! Please contribute to the
polio campaign – whether through a direct donation, by fundraising, or by
telling the polio story using your preferred media platform.
• We must expand the conversation and determine what corporate
project or projects we will undertake next. Think bold!
• We must work to engage the 50 percent of the world’s population that
is under the age of 30. Surveys consistently show that these young people
want to make a difference and to volunteer. We need to continue developing
proactive strategies to engage millennials and Gen Z-ers.
• Women account for 50 percent of the world’s population. They are
proving to be the backbone of many clubs. We need to expand their reach
and welcome their leadership at every level of our organization.
• More Rotarians and clubs need to connect more closely to the
Foundation to understand how it can help achieve our goals.
This Rotary year, I invited you to share your ideas with me. Many did –
about how to raise more funds, to simplify the grant process, to better engage
youth, to build peace, to enhance our membership experience through The
Rotary Foundation. You expressed your passion for a future in which Our
Foundation will have a greater impact than ever in its second century. This
is because you are our greatest strength.
Thank you for the honor of sharing this journey with you.

Register for the 2018
Rotary Convention in Toronto at
riconvention.org.

Paul A. Netzel

What should I pass on to my successor?
Let me know.
Email me at paul.netzel@rotary.org.

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR
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THE FOUR SEASONS

Across

By Victor Fleming
Rotary Club of Little Rock, Arkansas




































































































































Solution on page 18

CREATE.
SHARE.
CONNECT.

1 Some wish upon them
6 Business trio?
11 22-Across, across
the English Channel
14 Item in a quiver
15 Country where a
4-Down club was
founded in 1930
16 Diamond judge?
17 Life Savers flavor
19 CEO’s degree, maybe
20 Hubbub
21 Like Mr. Clean
22 See 11-Across
23 Internet browser
button
27 Comic strip engineer
29 Hydrating
cream brand
30 Vietnamese holiday
32 Active sort
33 “... to ___
concerned?”
34 Messes up
36 The Four-Way ___
38 Grain grinder
40 Complete defeats
42 4-Down’s
historical Harris
44 Obey an
octagonal sign
46 Editor’s “cancel”
47 Off-road
vehicle, briefly
48 Hawaii County capital

50
51
52
55

12 Fire remnant
13 Disjointedly
18 List of club
members
23 Drift
57
24 Island near
58
Manhattan
60
25 Not work out
as planned
61
26 Big deli sandwiches
62
28 Smoke alarm alert
31 “Is it the ___?”
67
35 Rancher’s cattle
68
37 Little Richard’s
“___ Frutti”
69
39 Clark’s partner
70
41 High-___ (edgy)
71
43 Folk singer Redbone
72
45 Favorable factors
49 Crankcase
Down
component
1 Toothy tool
51 Rickenbacker, for one
2 Prefix for glycerides
52 Michelangelo
3 Son of Prince Valiant
masterpiece
4 See 15- and
53 Beehives, for example
42-Across
54 ___ Haute
5 Garbo, by birth
56 Reacted
6 Heart readout, for short
to applause
7 Many a Bosnian
59 “... good ___ and
better friendships?”
8 “Slammin’ Sammy”
of golf
63 “___ blu, dipinto
di...” (“Volare” lyrics)
9 Pupil protector
10 Place for neighbor64 Zenith
hood baseball games 65 Experimental
11 Acrobat’s
musician Brian
revolution, old-style
66 Become rancid
Part of HMS
Choir voice
Trivial ___
Be a poor
winner, perhaps
Intro to Wall St.?
Copious quantity
Common conjunction
Davidson’s
URL ending
Underground
thirst-quencher
Dress up, with “out”
“Guitar Town”
singer Steve
Lodge opening?
Fireplace fleck
Tackle box item
Train station

LIDERANÇA.
LEADERSHIP.
LEADERSHIP.
INSPIRATION.
INSPIRATION.
INSPIRAÇÃO.
VOYAGE.
TRAVEL.
TRAVEL.
FUN.
FUN.
DIVERSÃO.
FORMATION.
LEARN.
LEARN.
SERVICE.
SERVICE.
SERVICE.
海外体験。
TRAVEL.GROW.
TRAVEL.GROW.
DÉCOUVERTE.
LEADERSHIP.
LEADERSHIP.
LEADERSHIP.
学び。
LEARN.
LEARN.
TRAVEL.
TRAVEL.
TRAVEL.
ACTION.
ACTION.
ACTION.
奉仕。 VIAJES.
SERVE. SERVICE.
SERVE. SERVICE.
DISCOVERY.
DISCOVERY.
DISCOVERY.
AVENTURAS.
FRIENDSHIP.
FRIENDSHIP.
FUN.
FUN.
FUN.
DIVERSIÓN.
FUN.
FUN.

Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula.
Discover a world outside the classroom through
Discover a world outside the classroom through
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que
an intensive leadership experience that builds
an intensive leadership experience that builds
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de
communication skills, teaches creative problemcommunication skills, teaches creative problemROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num
solving, and challenges you to change not only
solving, and challenges you to change not only
LONG-TERM
LONG-TERM
lugar melhor.
yourself but the world.
yourself but the world.
Long-term exchanges build peace one young person
Long-term exchanges build peace one young person
Long-term exchanges build peace one young person
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover
Join the global movement of young leaders taking
Join the global movement of young leaders taking
Join the global movement of young leaders taking
another culture, and live with host families for a full
another culture, and live with host families for a full
another culture, and live with host families for a full
新世代交換
NEWtoGENERATIONS
NEWtoGENERATIONS
action
build a better world. Exchange ideas with
action
build a better world. Exchange ideas with
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one
SERVICE
EXCHANGE
SERVICE
EXCHANGE
leaders
in your
community and mobilize your friends
leaders
in your
community and mobilize your friends
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends
of more than 100 countries.
of more than 100 countries.
of more than 100 countries.
目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
to develop
innovative
solutions
toathe
world’sUniversity
most
to Professional
develop innovative
solutions
world’sUniversity
most
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most
Professional
development
with
purpose:
development
withtoa the
purpose:
期間の滞在で新しいスキルを学びたいと思う大学生やフ
students
and young
professionals learn new
students
and young
professionals learn new
pressing
common
challenges.
pressing
common
challenges.
pressing common challenges.
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
レッシュ社会人にとって、
この上ない特別な経験ができる
skills, learn a language, and take action through
skills, learn a language, and take action through
SHORT-TERM
SHORT-TERM
SHORT-TERM
でしょう。
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable
Short-term
exchanges
immerse young people in Take action, build
Short-term
exchanges
immerse young people in
Short-term exchanges immerse young people in
Toma acción, promueve la comprensión
internacional
Take action, build
international
understanding,
international
understanding,
exchanges.
exchanges.
another
live with
host families for up
another culture. Some live with host families for up
live with
host families for and
up make new
and make newanother
friendsculture.
around Some
the world.
Develop
friendsculture.
aroundSome
the world.
Develop
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo.
to skills
threewhile
months,
others
to three months, while others embark on a tour or
toskills
threewhile
months,
others
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras
your leadership
you while
discover
the embark
power on a tour or
your leadership
youwhile
discover
the embark
power on a tour or
go to
camp
few how
weeks.
Go on an adventure in
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in
go to
camp
fewhow
weeks.
Go on an adventureofinService Above
descubres el poder de Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí
of Service Above
Self
and for
finda out
serious
Self
andfor
finda out
serious
more than
one of more than 100 countries.
of more than
y cuan divertido es el verdadero liderazgo.
leadership canone
be seriously
fun! 100 countries.
leadership canone
be of
seriously
fun!100 countries.

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
LONG-TERM

Create your own promotional
cards to showcase your youth
activities. Available now in
Rotary’s Brand Center.
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A Member Benefits Program

EXPLORE

everyday experiences
made better than expected

Discover
discounts on the products and services you value

Unique
opportunity to post an offer and see your community
and business grow

Experience
a new way to support Rotary with offers that give back

Download the Rotary Global Rewards app
Visit Rotary Global Rewards at rotary.org/globalrewards

Untitled-2 1
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Forum Music Village presents

FILM WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS

Orchestra Italiana del Cinema & Coro
director

JUSTIN FREER •

voc al soloist

CELEBRITY CHARITY NIGHT
AT THE COLOSSEUM
ROME JUNE 6, 2018
gladiatorliveinrome.com

lis a gerr ard

CIRCUS MAXIMUS
JUNE 8-9, 2018

Infoline +39.06.8074947

Rotary Fellowships
www.rotary.org/fellowships

Rotary Fellowships provide a
chance to make lasting friendships with people outside your
club. Members of these groups
share an interest, wish to further their vocational development, or want to make new
friends, explore opportunities
for service, and enhance their
experience in Rotary. Fellowships must have active members
in at least five countries and
may include Rotarians, Rotarians’ family members, Rotaractors, alumni, and program
participants. To join a fellowship, visit the group’s website or
use the email address provided.
If you would like to start a fellowship, write to rotaryfellow
ships@rotary.org.

Convention goers

Home exchange

conventiongoers.org

rotarianhomeexchange.com

Cooking

Honorary consuls

Corporate social responsibility

Horseback riding

rotariangourmet.com
csr-rotarianfellowship.org

Cricket

kappenberger@gmail.com

franz.gillieron@hispeed.ch

Internet

rotarycricket.org

roti.org

Cruising

Italian culture

Curling

Jazz

facebook.com/groups/
cruisingrotariansfellowship

linkedin.com/groups/6528431
/profile

curlingrotarians.com

rotaryjazz.com

Cycling

Latin culture

cyclingtoserve.org

facebook.com/RotariosLatinos

Doctors

Lawyers

rotary-site.org/health-professionals

rotarianlawyersfellowship.org

Doll lovers

Magicians

Draughts (checkers)

Magna Graecia

E-clubs

Marathon running

rotarydlf.org
boyebade@hotmail.com

rotarianseclubfellowship.org

rotarianmagician.org

fellowshipmagnagraecia.org

rotarianrun.org

Rotary on pins

facebook.com/
RotaryonPinsFellowship

Rotary on stamps

rotaryonstamps.org

Rowing

iforr.org

Russian culture

Germany.eckstein.artur
@googlemail.com

Scouting

ifsr-net.org

Scuba diving

facebook.com/
groups/150959392719/about/

Shooting sport

shootingsportrotarians.org

Singles

rsfinternational.net

Skiing

isfrski.org

Social networks
rosnf.net

Surfing

Editors and publishers

Military veterans

4 x 4 vehicles

Educators

Motorcycling

rotary4x4.org.za

rotarianeducators.org

Amateur radio

Environment

ifroar.org

envirorotarians.org

Musicians

facebook.com/Table-TennisFellowship-of-Rotarians1130180430367736

Antique automobiles

Esperanto

Old and rare books

itfr.org

facebook.com/groups/IFREP

achafr.eu

Beer

rotarybrew.org

Bird-watching

jwest@ameritech.net

radesperanto.monsite-orange.fr
/index.html

Ethics

facebook.com/
groups/1133950666630100/

Fishing

rotarianveterans.org
ifmr.org

ifrm.org

rotaryoldbooks.org

Past district governors

pdgsfellowship.org

Photographers

facebook.com/groups/IFRP1

Police and law enforcement

Bowling

rotariansbowling.org

facebook.com/groups/International
FellowshipofFishingRotarians

polepfr.org

Canoeing

Flying

Quilters and fiber artists

sites.google.com/site/
canoeingrotarians

Caravanning

rotarianscaravanning.org.uk

Chess

www3.sympatico.ca/brian.clark

Computer users

icufr.org

facebook.com/SURFSurfersUnite

Table tennis

Tennis
Total quality management
rotarytqm.it

Travel and hosting
ithf.org

Water polo

facebook.com/IWpFR/

Wellness and fitness

kappenberger@gmail.com

iffr.org

rotariansquilt.org

Genealogy

Railroads

whiskeydram.org

lawrence.tristram@tristram.me.uk

ifrr.info

Go playing (board game)

Recreational vehicles

ccheede@aol.com

gpfr.jp

rvfrinternational.com

Golf

Rotary global history

iyfr.net

igfr-international.com

rghfhome.org

Hiking

Rotary heritage and history

rotarianyoga.org

paskky@gmail.com

Whiskey
Wine

Yachting
Yoga

rhhif.org

Rotary means business

rotarymeansbusiness.com
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Inspiration

AROUND EVERY CORNER
The bus stop that changed everything
An inspirational project began when Robert from Uganda met Dale from
the U.S. at the 2016 Korea convention, while waiting for a bus. A friendly
conversation quickly led to a scheduled meeting in Uganda where plans
would be set. The result? The East Africa Project Fair, which brings
clubs and funders together on service projects around the world.
Find your inspiration at the Rotary Convention in Toronto.
Register today at riconvention.org.

ROTARY CONVENTION
23-27 JUNE 2018
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

NOV17 - Rotarian Main Conformer_v0.indd 3

9/20/17 3:41 PM

END POLIO NOW

WITH THE WASHINGTON NATIONALS
Raise funds all summer long with the Washington Nationals! For each ticket sold using the exclusive
discount code, the Nationals will make a donation to Rotary’s PolioPlus program. To purchase, visit
nationals.com/VIP and use code EndPolio.

Join other Rotarians to enjoy a Washington Nationals game together! Every ticket includes a $10
concession credit and a $5 donation to Rotary’s PolioPlus campaign.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 8
7:05 PM vs. CUBS

LF CORNER TICKETS

$41

For tickets, go to:

nationals.com/EndPolio
The Washington Nationals may expand its use of netting. No refunds or exchanges. Ticket brokers are not eligible for this offer.

For groups of 13 or more, please contact:

JENNIFER McCARTY
P: 202.640.7648 E: jennifer.mccarty@nationals.com

Fundraise all summer long at

nationals.com/VIP
Use Code: EndPolio

STEPHANIE SINCLAIR

last look

64

WATCH

HELP

Our photo contest judge, Stephanie Sinclair,
has spent the past 15 years documenting the stories
of girls as young as five years old who are forced
into marriage. Some of those images accompany our
interview with Sinclair, which starts on page 28.
Sinclair worked with the United Nations Population
Fund to create a media campaign about the problem.
Watch her videos and find out more about the nonprofit
she formed, Too Young to Wed, at tooyoungtowed.org.

Worldwide, most girls younger than 18 who become
pregnant do so as a direct consequence of child marriage.
And complications from pregnancy and birth are the
leading cause of death for girls ages 15 to 19. A study
found that reducing child marriage by 10 percent could
decrease maternal mortality by 70 percent. The Rotarian
Action Group for Population and Development’s work
within Rotary’s maternal and child health area of focus
includes tackling obstetric fistula, a severe complication
that child mothers are particularly vulnerable to because
of their small size and undeveloped bodies. Find out what
the action group is doing and get involved at rifpd.org.

At age 10, Nujood Ali divorced
her husband, a man three times
her age. The case led Yemen’s
parliament to consider setting
a minimum marriage age.
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Join us! 22 June 2018 Toronto, Canada
and eradicating horrific waterborne
diseases such as Guinea worm,
schistosomiasis, and Rotary’s old
enemy, polio. Whether you’ve done
many WASH projects or would like
to get started, you’ll find information
and resources you can use.

Register today for World Water Summit 10 at www.wasrag.org

CONSUL SPONSORS

EMISSARY SPONSORS

Photo ©Rotary International

WASRAG’s 10th summit will focus on
two tracks. First – Helping Rotarians
understand the issues in bringing water
to health care facilities where medical
staff lack clean water for maternity and
child wards. Second – Learning how
Rotarians are taking the lead in fighting

What sort of people read
The Rotarian?

They make
their community
a better place.

We surveyed our readers to see what matters most to them.
76% replied: working in our local community.
SOURCE: 2016 Rotarian Reader Survey conducted by GfK MRI
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